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Hamas scores In UNRWA elections 


OCCUPIED GAZA. (Agenda) — Mate ft m dawent a Hite have swept to 
victory tor the lint time in deettas tor the staff council of the DJI. Rafief 
and Worts Agency (UNRWA) to the UraeB-oocnpied Gaza Strip, U Jl. 
oflidels add Wed ne sd ay . They said crnddaW baric pH by the Mamie 
Resistance Movement (Bunas) won 15 eC the 27 seats w&b supporter* of the 
M s Ht tohn Liberation O rg anisation (PLO) and to d cpc nd iwts taking the 
—fating 12. The matte was a s nrp ri aesface UNRWA, the big ge s t e mp loyer 
in the Gaza Strip, basing been regarded as a bastion of secular Paksthtian 
nationalism. UJt. i dlMdi said the pro-PLO vote was spBt b et we e n two 
rival fists, one composed of s upp orter s at Yasser Arafht's mainstream 
Fnteb movenamt and the other with leftists. The cSoetanfe was the largest 
to any poB taken In die caip l e d U x tttiKto since tbe start of the 
36-nootb-oId np H sto g aga inst Zsracfi rale. The took confirmed a strong 
Uamlc trend In ed rrtfa a u dte year to die Gaza doctors* and engtoeers’ 
aa s nrtofinns . About 4,500 local UNRWA employees voted to three s eparate 
ballots tor representatives of tea c h er s , g ener al service workers and 
Mwwtn last Friday and Saturday. 
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Jordan honours 
Ghlnese minister 

AMMAN 0.T.) — Hfc Majesty 
Kwg.tfpssem .Wednesday' canfer- 
- red ou Quacse Defence Minister 
Oin Jrwei the Jordanian Istihqaq 
Medal ofthc First Order. Qm 
was presented.with die medal by 
Chief of Staff General Fathi Aba 
Taleb at a special ceremony held 
at tbe Anny Headquarters in 
Amman. Abu Taleb -conveyed to 
the minister greetings from the 
King aiKi app r ec iati on to China’s 
people and leadership. The med- 
al, be said, was a symbol of 
mrimafe friendship between Jor- 
dan and China. Abu Taleb said 
that’ the Jordanian and Qtinq^ 
peoples were bound by dose t%s 
of friendship which was prompted 
with the ..visit to Jordan by tbe 
Chjrose minister. Qm said he was 
honoured by the Royal medal and 
deeply Scarified with tbe visit. 


Qasem criticises 
American policy 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Deputy 
Prime Mrnister'arid Foreign 
Minister Marwan A1 Qasem 
Wednesday erhidsed the United 
States: for trying to appease Israel 
at all costs. “Successive Amer- 
’ lean administrations have re- 
sorted to tins practice hoping to 
achieve positive results bat this 
policy has' unfortunately led to a 
weak American stand and further 
intransigent position on die part 
of the - Jewish state,” Qasem said 
in a statemenf to Jordan Televi- 
sion. The minister said that Yit- 
zhak Shamir, who has now 
formed a i?«w government in 
brael, 1 has now abrogated- foe 
Camp David accords after. reject- 
ing U.5L Secretary of State James 
Baker’s proposals. The 'monster 
warned agahist any dSsrilptio h of 
the dialogae between the US. 
administratjoa . and the Pafestine 
Iiberafom ^Diganisfltioh (P1X)) . 
♦Tf rtin i foca tbe^ 

UnitediStatKr wcrald have ended 
its .Wifo a; responsible 

party, seeking to adrieve peace 
becanse foe PLO - has' given its 
pledges to. peacey” the nrimster 
said. Tfe miniver said, that the 
'dofinre do6r to peace will 
: eventually lead to fnrtber insta- 
‘bflity and tKKkm in for region. 

Jobprldrltyfor 
dismissed people 

: AMMAN (j-T.) — Tim govern-, 
fment wfll.'' priority in civil 
-smice eiqplqymrat to people 
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.foal reasoiH, JFInapce. hfinister 
Basel Jardaneh said - Wednesday. 
•The catroeT tfiscnssed foe issue. 
;On many, occaacms and- is deter- 
jhmed to implement tbe deciskm, 
Jardaneh fold Jordan Television 
hi ah mterview. Tfae minister' said 
he did not have an ex^t figure of 
;foe people involved. Tbe govern- 
;B»n i ^ considering creating 
opportunities foraU the tfisnrissed 
-people . be added. 

Transfers, . 
shuffles 
announced 
Within PSD 

AMMAN '(J.T.) — Tbe Public 
Security. Department (PSD) 
Wednesday announced the crea- 
tion of tbe post of mspector- 
general .and - named Brigadier 
Mohammad Anwar A1 Bassoul to 
foe; post. The appointment was 
announced 'by PSD Direcfor- 
Gencral Fadd Ali Fheid, who 
also made a number of transfers 
and aj^intmento within foe PSD 
sections. According to foe list of 
changes . Brig. Izzeddin Zaza wfll 
be duectw of the anti-narcotics 
diviaoD r Brig. Ghaleb Zoubi wffl 
become director of A mm a n 
Police- Department, Brig: Fathi 
A) Heanond mil be director of 
fanning, Brig. Husni Ala n dt fin 
wfll be duefmir of the highway 
patrol units. Brig. Mohammad Ad 
Fare* win be cfirector of the Cen- 
tral -Traffic Department. The 
PSD chief also appointed Brig. 
Abdul Raouf Husscan as deputy 
cfirector to tire- Amman Police 
Department. 

France urges Israel 
tostgdk peace . 

PARIS (R) — France said 
Wednesday itboped Israel's new 
coalition government would work, 
towards Middle Bast peace. Fore- 
ign Minister Roland Dumas, in a 
message to las new Israeli cotm- 
teTpart David Levy said: “to; a 
region marked by serkms tension, 
T hope that. foe action of your 
govennnsnt Will help lead; -fo- 
■waxds a setrietnent-” 


Jordan gets ‘concrete* 
pledge of Arab aid 


. By P. V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Tunes Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Jordan has received 
a “concrete pledge’' of financial 
aid from an Arab country, raising 
foe amount of definite Arab 
financial assistance to the King- 
dom to more than S2QQ million so 
for this year, a senior government 
official said Wednesday. 

- “We have received more than a 
pledge from a specific Arab coun- 
try” in line with the decisions 
taken at last month’s Arab sum- 
mit,” said the official, speaking to 
reporters on condition of anony- 
mity. He did not identify the 
country- or -specify tbe amount, 
but said: “We expect to receive 
the aid during the next few days.” 

Informed sources said the 
source of aid was Kuwait and the 
amount was S75 million in cash 
and $65 million in petroleum 
products. These could not be 
independently confirmed. 
However ,-tiie officials’ reference 
to the amount of total aid going 
over $200 million so far this year 
appeared to confirm this acoount. 

Jordan has already received 
$20 million from tbe United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) and $10 mi Dion 
from Qatar and Iraq has pledged 
to give $50 million. 

Shortly after the Baghdad sum- 
mit, senior officials said tbat no 
specific amount of Arab financial 
assistance to Jordan was discus- 
sed during the conference, whose 
final communique affirmed foe 
necessity to help foe Kingdom 
but left, it to individual Arab 


states to decide foe volume of aid 
on a bilateral basis. 

“Now, we have reached the 
point of discussing the specifics,” 
the official said Wednesday. 
“Tbe amount of aid have not 
been totally finalised, but there 
are very dear signs that Jordan 
would receive more than it re- 
ceived Iasi year in Arab financial 
assistance,” foe official added. 
The Kingdom received $360 mil- 
lion in Arab financial aid during 
1989, and the same amount is 
projected in the 1990 fiscal 
budget. However, the finance 
minister, the governor of the 
Central Bank and other senior 
officials have expressed confi- 
dence that the actual receipt 
would be higher. 

Replying to a question on 
Tuesday’s visit to Amman of a 
senior Soviet envoy who briefed 
His Majesty King Hussein on the 
outcome of the superpower sum- 
mit held early this month, the 
official said that Jordan was “tak- 
ing very seriously (Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail) Gorbachev's warn- 
ing to Israel” that Moscow would 
consider stopping tbe issuance of 
exit permits to Soviet Jews if 
Israel did not provide assurances 
that tbe emigres would not be 
settled iq foe occupied territories. 

The Soviet leader “knew the 
repercussions (of tbe warning), 
which was issued in tbe presence 
of President Bush,” said foe offi- 
cial, referring to Soviet-American 
trade relations. Washington has 
said that congressional approval 
of a trade pact with Moscow is 


contingent on the Soviet Union 
endorsing a law allowing free 
emigration for all Soviet citizens. 
Gorbachev’s position on Soviet 
Jewish immigration was a “mat- 
ter of principle,” said foe official 
adding that it was reiterated by 
the Soviet envoy who was re- 
ceived by the Kmg Tuesday. 

While conceding that the over- 
all situation in the Middle East 
was “difficult and getting to be 
more difficult” in the wake of a 
hardline right-wing Israeli gov- 
ernment assuming office, the 
Jordanian official rejected sug- 
gestions that Israel was poised to 
launch an “invasion” of Jordan or 
to implement its plan of massive 
expulsion of Palestinians from the 
occnpied territories. 

“It is no kmger easy for Israel 
to invade any country,” said the 
official. “Israel’s experience in 
Lebanon (during and after tbe 
1982 invasion) has proved it. It 
would be very costly for Israel to 
invade Jordan,” he added. 

Israel will also face a tough task 
in implementing its plan of evict- 
ing Palestinians from the occu- 
pied territories, he said. “In 1948 
and 1967 (when there was mass 
camdiaes of people from Palestme), 
there was no immunity for the 
Palestinians,” the official said. 
“The situation has changed now. 
The Palestinians have grown into 
a political, element and a new 
dimension, and they are recog- 
nised as a people and nation by 
the.interaational community.” he 

(Continued oo page 3) 


Baker assails Israel’s new 
conditions for peace talks 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker sharply criticised condi- 
tions laid down by Israel’s, new 
right-wing gov e rnment for talks 
with Palestinians and said there* 
would bo no peace in foe Middle 
East if Israel persisted in foe 
attitude. 

Using tough language. Baker 
told .the House erf Representa- 
tives Foreign Affairs Committee 
that keeping a peace initiative 
alive required “some really good- 
faith affirmative effort on the part 
of our friends in Israel (because) 
the United States of Ameria can’t 
make it happen.”. 

He gave out the telephone 
number erf the White House — 
1-202-456-1414 — and told Israel: 
When you’re' serious about 
peace, call us.” 

Baker, noting reports of new 
Israeli conditi o ns for peace talks 
with Palestinians, told tire com- 
mittee: “Now if thatis going to be 
tire approach, and that’s going to 
tire attitude, there won’t be any 
dialogue and there won’t be any 
peace.” 

to Israel earlier Wednesday, 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
further hardened the govern- 
ment’s stance on peace by insist- 
ing that future Palestinian nego- 
tiators must accept the Jewish 
state’s idea of autonomy for the 
occupied territories before talks 
begin. 

It was tire second time. in a 
week that Israel’s new right-wing 
gov e r nm ent had toughened its 


preconditions. 

The new government’s policy 
guidelines say Israel win not 
negotiate directly or indirectly 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), an apparent 
bid to bar PLO influence on 
negotiators from the occupied 
territories. 

• The guidelines also exclude 
Arabs in West Jerusalem from tire 
elections and say self-rule in the' 
West Bank and Gaza Strip will 
not apply there. 

The United States says resi- 
dents of Arab Jerusalem, where 
many senior Palestinian leaders 
live, should be allowed to partici- 
pate in peace efforts. 

Baker said tire peace process 
that seemd so promising in 
February has been sidetracked by 
foe Israeli political crisis. 

“Hie challenge for all sides is 
to try to pot back on track” that 
process, said Baker. 

For Israel’s new government, 
“that means saying yes to tire idea 
of a dialogue with the Palesti- 
nians,” Barer added. 

“I hope the new Israeli govern- 
ment wil be willing and able to 
move forward with such a dia- 
logue, and do so in a w ay that 
makes ft possible for a credible 
Palestinian delegation to partici- 
pate,” he said. 

For Palestinians, it means 
'Too king beyond the tragic hu- 
man losses that they have suf- 
fered and recommiting them- 
selves to tbe political process,” be 
added. 


He repeated his assertion to a 
Senate committee Tuesday that 
the PLO must specifically de- 
nounce an attempted May 30 
attack on a beach near Tel Aviv. 

Otherwise, Baker said, an 18- 
montb-old U.S.-PLO dialogue 
being carried on in Tunis ‘is in 
great jeopardy.” 

He added that halting the dia- 
logue could further damage 
hopes for peace. 

Arab states in the region also 
must do more. Baker said, to 
“create an environment that can 
support Israel-Palestinian recon- 
ciliation.’’ 

“If the political wfll to move 
ahead doesn’t exist in the region, 
we are not going to be able to 
create that political wfll from 
outside the region,” he said. 
“And tire sooner everybody rec- 
ognises that, tire better off I think 
we all will be.” 

Shamir's new rightist govern- 
ment made clear its priorities 
with Defence Minister Moshe 
Arens paying a symbolic visit to 
Jewish settlers in tbe occupied 
West Bank and Housing Minister 
Ariel Sharon dedaring his aim 
was to absorb a million Soviet 
Jewish immigrants. 

to his first interview since win- 
ning a confidence vote on Mon- 
day, Shamir said Palestinian 
peace negotiators would have to 
accept Israel's idea of autonomy 
in foe occupied trritories before 
the Jewish state- would talk to 
them. 


U.N. envoy to visit occupied lands 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— Secretary General Javier Perez 
de is sending one of fis 

senior Middle East experts to 
visit Israel and tbe occupied terri- 
tories in view of his concern over 
developments in the territories, a 
U.N. spokesman announced 
Wednesday. 

Tbe envoy, Jean-Oande Aime, 
might also visit other countries in 
the area and consultations are 
continuing with their govern- 
ments, tbe spokesman said in 
response to questions. He did not 
name the conntries. 

Tbe U.N. mission was promp- 
ted by continuing violence in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The violence reached a new 
pitch after an Israeli g un m an 
killed eight Palestinian labourers 
May 20 in a town south of Tel 
Aviv. 

Tbe U.N. announcement came 
the day after Israeli U.N. repre- 
sentative Johanan Bern said be 
had extended an invitation to tbe 
secretary general for Aime to 
visit Israel in tbe framework of a 
visit to the region.Tbe secretary 
general told reporters Wednes- 


day he had called in Bein Tues- 
day to inform him of tbe intended 
mission and that foe Israeli invita- 
tion was “a very interesting 
coincidence.” 

Aime, a senior U.N. official 
from Haiti with responsibilities 
relating to tbe Middle East, was 
being sent to Israel and the occu- 
pied territories as the secretary 
general’s personal representative, 
tbe U.N. spokesman said. 

‘As you know, tbe secretary 
general has been deeply con- 
cerned for some time about de- 
velopments in the territories. He 
felt foat in view of his responsilnl- 
ties under the charter it was bis 
duty to send a mission to look 
into foe situation and to report 
back to him,” tbe spokesman 
added in his prepared statement. 

Tbe Israeli invitation appeared 
aimed at pre-empting the secret- 
ary general as well as Arab efforts 
to send a mission under the au- 
spices of the Security Council or 
of a special General Assembly 
session to make recommenda- 
tions for protecting tbe Palesti- 
nian inhab itant*; 

The United States May 31 


voted a Security Council resolu- 
tion calling for the despatch of a 
three-man council team to foe 
occupied territories. 

Since then. Arab delegates 
have been discussing tire possibil- 
ity of summoning an emergency 
special session of the assembly 
under a little-used procedure for 
resorting to that body if council 
action is blocked by a veto. 

Israel sees any involvement by 
those U.N. organs, particularly 
the council, as a prelude to the 
possible despatch of a U.N. force 
or observers to foe occupied terri- 
tories. 

It regards a mission by an emis- 
sary of the secretary general, 
especially if part of a wider trip to 
the area, as less objectionable. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir told journalists he did not 
invite a U.N. envoy but his gov- 
ernment would welcome Aime if 
Perez de Cuellar was sending an 
envoy. 

“I didn't invite the U.N. offi- 
cial. We have told the secretary- 
general of the United Nations 
foat if ft is Us intention to send 
somebody, be can send this man 


we know very well.” 

The PLO’s U.N. observer, 
Zehdi Terri, told reporters: “Tbe 
Israeli move is a cheap, under- 
the-belly blow, because they 
knew very well foat foe secretary 
general will be sending a missi on. 

“So they came with a mission 
to appear that it is their own 
initia tive; in order to undercut foe ~ 
secretary general and put him in a 
different framework and a diffe- 
rent parameter of action.” 

Asked if he was surprised by 
tbe Israeli initiative, Tetri said: 
“I am not surprised by anything. 
When they have a war cabinet in 
Israel, they can do anything they 
like.” 

“But it all depends on the 
secretary general what course he 
will take.” 

He added: “If all these things 
are simply big noise, we are going 
to the emergency special (assem- 
bly) session on foe basis of “unit- 
ing for peace” — a reference to 
foe special procedure for resort- 
ing to the 159-aation assembly 
when council action has been 
blocked by a veto. 


Arabs urge U.N. action after 
Israeli tear-gassing in Gaza 


TUNIS (Agencies) — The Arab 
League asked the U.N. Security 
Council Wednesday to intervene 
in tbe Israeli-occupied territories 
after 66 Arab children were in- 
jured by a tear-gas grenade 
thrown into a dime in foe Gaza 
Strip. 

“The Israeli government inau- 
gurates its new policy with an 
a|gression with toxic gases 
against dozens of babies less than 
three yean old and against pre- 
gnant women,” The Arab League 
said in a statement issued in 
Tunis. 

The league called on the Secur- 
ity Council to “take the urgent 
measures required to protect the 
Palestinian people inside foe 


occupied territories.” 

It called on the United States 
to “carry out a profound revision 
of their policy of total support for 
Israel and their silence about 
repeated violations of interna- 
tional law, past and future aggres- 
sions against the Palestinian peo- 
ple.” 

It also asked the Soviet Union 
to reconsider its policy in favour 
of tbe emigration of Soviet Jews 
to Israel “so that tins transfer of 
population is harmonised with 
(Israel's) capacity to welcome im- 
migrants.” 

A Palestinian group said tbe 
tear-gassing of Palestinian babies 
in Gaza was the “beginning of the 
series of actions promised by the 


new Israeli government to crush 
the uprising.” 

The Popular Front for foe Li- 
beration of Palestine, led by 
George Habash, strongly conde- 
nsed foe action. Its statement 
called on international organisa- 
tions to “intervoie immediately to 
save Palestinian chafldren and 
people from Israeli repression.” 

The Israeli army said ft jailed a 
reserve lieutenant for 10 days for 
throwing a teargas grenade into 
the U.N. clinic in the Gaza. 

Witnesses said six or seven 
soldiers chased stone- throwing 
youths into the crowded UN- 
RWA Swedish health centre. 
They said babies were foaming at 
tbe month after being teargassed. 


Arafat ‘rejected’ U.S. offer 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Yas- 
ser Arafat has turned down an 
American offer to upgrade tire 
U.S. -Palestinian dialogue if he 
explicitly condemns a command 
raid on Israeli beaches, a top 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) official said Wednes- 
day. 

The PLO official, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, said 
the offer was brought by Swedish, 
British, Egyptian and Saudi Ara- 
bian envoys. 

“They wanted him to make an 
outright condemnation of foe 
attack and kick out Abu Abbas 
from the organisation, and they 
promised in return to upgrade 


their contact and move its venue 
to Washington,” the dose Arafat 
ride said in an interview. 

But Arafat, the PLO chairman, 
“told them foat such a decision 
can only be made by foe Palestine 
National Congress (PNC) and not 
by himself.” 

U.S. Pres dent George Bush 
has called on Arafat to denounce 
explicitly tire May 30 attack on 
the Israeli coast, mounted by the 
Palestine Liberation Front. 

The group is headed by 
Mohammad Abbas, whose non 
de guerre is (Abn Abbas). 

Tire U.S.-PLO contacts began 
in 1988 after Arafat met Amer- 
ican conditions by renouncing 


terrorism and recognising Israel’s 
right to exist. 

The PLO has said it condemns 
all violence against civilians but 
has not explidtly denounced last 
month’s commando raid, in 
which four guerrillas were lolled. 

The PLO offidal said foe 
American offer also induded a 
promise to reconsider Washing- 
ton's repeated refusals to grant 
Arafat visas to attend U.N. acti- 
vities in New York. 

He said Washington promised 
to designate John Kelly, foe assis- 
tant secretary of state for Near 
East and South Asian affairs, to 
be the offidal contact with tbe 
PLO if Arafat condemns foe raid. 


Moscow to ease Lithuania blockade 


MOSCOW (AP) — Lithuania's 
prime minister said Wednesday 
foat foe Soviet government has 
agreed to restore some fuel and 
raw material supplies to tbe Bal- 
tic republic, easing an embargo 
imposed two months ago, TASS 
reported. 

Prime Minister Kazimiera 
Pransltiene made tbe comment 
after meeting with Kremlin offi- 
cials, the official Soviet News 


agency reported. 

“There are no doubts about the 
lifting of the economic blockade. 
This was stated quite explidtly,” 
TASS quoted Prunsluene as 
saying after meeting with Soviet 
Pnme Minister Nikolai Ryzhkov. 

Pruuskiene said she had 
readied an agreement with Ryzh- 
kov on a partial increase of the 
supply of natural gas and raw 
materials to some enterprises in 


foe republic, TASS said. 

She also said the Soviet govern- 
ment intends to review the ques- 
tion of renewing tbe supply of 
fuel for Lithuanian agriculture. 

Pruuskiene was quoted by 
TASS as saying her republic 
would carefully discuss tbe ques- 
tion of freezing tbe declaration of 
independence for tbe duration of 
negotiations with the Soviet gov- 
ernment. 


Medicine prices go up after 3- month wrangle 


By lea Wahbeh 
mwI P.Y. Vxvefcmmnd 
Jordan. Times Staff Writers 


AMMAN — A long drawn-out, 
battle between tire Ministry of 
Health and importers of medi- 
cine appears to have entered a 
.phase of trace, oath pharmacy 
shelves slowly being restocked, 
but with foe consumer having 
to pay higher prices to make up 
for the devaluation of the 
Jordanian dinar. 

- The clouds in the local mar- 
ket over imported medicines 
were cleared by a pricing agree- 
ment reached May 30 between 
the ministry and importers. 
Although it is too . early to . 


determine the average price in- 
crease for the consumer, foe 
most mentioned figures range 
between five and 40 per cent 
depending on the type and na- 
ture of imported medicines. 

“The picture is not dear 
yet.” said a senior Health 
Ministry offidal. ‘We. have 
cleared around 120 items of 
medicines based on a priority 
fist we drew up after a survey erf 
local a variability, ” added tbe 
offidal, speaking to the Jordan 
Imres on condition of anonym- 
ity. 

“We hope to clear another 
120 to 150 items by foe end of 
tins week, thus further reple- 
nishing the local pharmacy 
stocks,” according to the offi- 
cial. u In some cases the prices 
would go up by five per cent, in 


others 10 to 15 per cent, while it 
could be higher in other cases.” 

For the moment, the three- 
month-old wrangle has ended, 
with Ministry of Health officials 
viewing the ■ May 30 pricing 
agreement as protecting foe in- 
terests of the public and impor- 
ters appearing to have resigned 
into accepting cutbacks on their 
profits but not without putting 
up a figfit to ensure that their 
gains are not further eroded. 

“The agreement, which will 
remain in force for one year, 
and the negotiations that led to 
it had only one goal in mind — 
protecting the interests of the 
public ami alleviating tire in- 
crease in prices warranted by 
the decline of the value of the 
Jordanian currency,” said the 
Health Ministry official. “The 


profits of foe importers and 
distributors have been reduced 
from four to 16 per cent, and 
this contributes to cutting down 
on the logical price increases,” 
said the offidal. 

Importers see the agreement 
as foe best they could get out of 
foe situation, considering that 
hundreds of thousands dinars 
worth of medicine were held up 
pending tbe accord. However, 
some of them appear to be 
braced for a battle along tbe 
way in interpretation and im- 
plementation of foe terms of 
the agreement, particularly a 
four-group classification of im- 
ported median es for purposes 
of determining the amount of 
cutback on their profits. 

Hie hike in prices does not 
mean an across-the-board pro- 


fit for pharmacies which may 
have previous stocks of foe 
medicines of the types priced 
under the new agreement, foe 
official said. “We have already 
moved in this direction by 
keeping records of foe batch 
number of tbe medicines 
already available in the phar- 
macies,” he said. “We can easi- 
ly detect whether pharmacists 
sell medicines from stock at foe 
new prices. Violators would 
face heavy fines and other disci- 
plinary action by the pharma- 
cists union.” 

The complexities involved in re- 
solving the basic pricing problem 
were highlighted by several impor- 
ters and distributors. There are 
several “grey” areas in the agree- 
ment, which was formalised by a 
panel of three ministers, three par- 


liament members. Ministry of 
Health officials and representatives 
of importers, according to a distri- 
butor. 

“There are over 500 other items 
still to be priced,” said a repre- 
sentative of one of tbe leading 
importers of medicine- “We are 
waiting for die technical committee 
(of the Ministry of Health) to price 
them.” he added, speaking to the 
Jordan Times on condition of 
anonymity. 

One of the immediate effects of 
the accord is expected to be a 
decrease ranging between four to 
16 per cent in the gross profits of 
wholesalers, according to importers 
who were involved in negotiations 
with the Ministry of Health since 
early March. 

“It is the best agreement that 
could have been reached given the 

(Continued on page 5) 
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minister 
seeks to 
revive 
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project 

TEL AVTV (AP) — Science 
Minister Yuval Neeman prop- 
osed Wednesday reviving a plan 
for a canal from foe Mediterra- 
nean to foe Dead Sea that was 
shelved five years ago as imprac- 
tical and too costly. 

Neeman, a physicist who 
beaded a project to decide tbe 
route of foe’ proposed canal in 
1981, said foat foe decision to 
cancel foe project was made too 
hastily and “without depth.” 

“The canal can solve foe prob- 
lem of foe Dead Sea that is 
evaporating today,” Neeman told 
Israel Radio. “A big part of foe 
Dead Sea is already desert — the 
Dea Sea. an area we are develop- 
ing." 

The plan to build the 112 
kilometre so-called “Dead-Med 
canal” was announced in 1980. 

Obstensibly, foe 1980 plan had 
two purposes: to generate elec- 
tricity and to refill foe evaporat- 
ing Dead Sea. 

Electricity was to be generated 
by using the force of the water as 
it flowed down to the Dead Sea, 
which at 402 metres below sea 
level is the lowest point on earth. 

When foe project was cancel- 
led in 1985, Energy Minister 
Moshe Shahal said the canal 
would be too costly because fall- 
ing oil prices had reduced foe cost 
of generating electricity. 

Energy officials estimated then 
that foe project would be feasible 
if oil cost $32 a barrel. Today the 
price is about $15 a barrel. 

By 1985, foe original cost esti- 
mate of $680 million had risen to 
$1.5 billion, and $17 million had 
gone into engineering studies. 

Neeman, 65. who also was sci- 
ence minister in the early 1980s, 
said Wednesday on foe radio foat 
foe government at foat time faced 
financial troubles and mistakenly 
dropped another important pro- 
ject, the Lavi jet fighter. 

“The government then... hasti- 
ly threw out national projects, the 
Lavi and the canal. What hap- 
pened is we don’t have either of 
them today,” he said. 

The decision to stop the canal 
project was also involved political 
considerations. Jordan has said 
foe project would threaten Jorda- 
nian chemical works on foe east 
bank of foe Dead Sea. 

The Dead-Sea canal also raised 
fears that pumping ordinary sea 
water into the Dead Sea would 
change its unique quality which 
allows swimmers to float on the 
surface. The oily, chemical-laden 
water is also sought out by health 
enthusiasts who believe ft has 
medicinal value in treating skin 
diseases. 
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Middle East News 




Fundamentalists capture majority 
of Algerian provincial assemblies 


ALGIERS (R) — Islamic fundamentalists appear to 
have captured a majority of municipal and provin- 
cial assemblies in Algeria’s first multi-party poll 
since independence. 


A fundamentalist triumph, fol- 
lowing 28 years of one-party rule 
by the National Liberation Front, 
is bound to send shock waves 
through neighbouring North 
African states and across the 
Middle East, diplomats said. 

Detailed results were expected 
later but Abbasi Madani, spokes- 
man for the Islamic Salvation 
Front, told Reuters: “It is an 
overwhelming victory. The FIS is 
ahead in an absolute majority of 
the country's municipalities and 
provinces.” 

Interior Minister Mohammad 
Salab Mohammad told reporters 
Tuesday night that indications 
were the FIS was ahead. 

Diplomats and political' 
analysts cautioned that the poll 
concerned only local councils 
with limited powers. They said 
the real test would come in par- 
liamentary elections, now widely 
expected ro be brought forward 
from the scheduled date in 1992. 

“It was more of a protest vote 
against the FLN than a vote for 
fundamentalism,'* said one West- 
ern diplomat. 

The abstention rate was 40 per 
cent. Berber speakers appeared 
to have widely followed a boycott 
call from the Socialist Forces 
Front, an opposition party led by 
revolutionary war hero Hodne 
Ait Ahmad. 

The centre-left opposition 
failed to make a significant im- 
pact, leaving the field wide open 
for the FIS. 


Still the upset victory showed 
how the Algerian foiuklamental- 
ists had been able to - exploit 
religious sentiment, economic cri- 
sis and resentment of past author- 
itarian rule — conditions existing 
throughout the Maghreb. 

Algeria is the only Arab state 
outside Jordan and Lebanon with 
a legalised fundamentalist party. 
It was allowed to function in 
moves toward motli-party demo- 
cracy after October 1988 youth 
riots. 

The FIS victory was likely to 
embolden banned fundamentalist 
movements that appear to have 
been gaining ground in neigh- 
bouring Tunisia and Morocco. 

A spokesman for the AJ Nah- 
dha (Rennaissance) Movement in 
Tunisia told Reuters the vote 
“would reinforce those who de- 
fend freedom in Tunisia and in 
particular the Nahdha.” 

There was no immediate offi- 
cial reaction from Tunisian au- 
thorities, reassured by FLN 
Secretary General Abdul Hamid 
Mehri only last month there was a 
“red fine” the FIS not cross. 

Fundamentalism in Morocco, 
where King Hassan cl aims both 
temporal and religious authority, 
is weaker than elsewhere but 
some 2,000 Muslim activists 
braved police batons in central 
Rabat last month to protest in 
support of their movement. 

A leading member of the 
Moroccan opposition Istiqlal Par- 
ty told Reuters, “We are not 


dramatising the outcome. The 
FIS woo because of the defection 
of democratic parties and the 
success of the Islamis ts was to be 
expected in these circumstances.” 

But he added, “there are 
bound to be repercussions in 
Morocco. We will have to wait 
and see.” 

French President Francois Mit- 
terrand said France would con- 
tinue to seek good relations with 
Algeria, a colony for 132 years. 

"France, which has good rela- 
tions with Algeria, will continue 
in good conditions with its Alge- 
rian neighbours,” he told repor- 
ters during a visit to Mauritius. 

But diplomats said French au- 
thorities were concerned about 
the impact of a fundamentalist 
victory on French commercial 
and financial interests in Algeria 
and on the influx of Algerian 
immigrants. 

There are already some 
800,000 Algerian citizens living 
in France, which has sought in 
recent months to curb their entry. 

Far-right leader Jean-Marie Le 
Pen warned Wednesday of an 
Algerian exodus to France after 
the Muslim fundamentalist vic- 
tory. 

“This is the event of the de- 
cade," Le Pen told Reuters in this 
eastern city where he was attend- 
ing a European parliamentary 
session. 

“I intend to ask Mitterrand, 
(Prime Minister Michel) Rocard 
and (opposition leader Jacques) 
Chirac what measures they aim to 
take if hundreds of thousands, or 
even millions, of Algerians flee to 
France.” 

Madani demanded Wednesday 
that parliament be dissolved after 


his party’s upset victory. 

But Madani said the Islamic 
Salvation Front was not anxious 
to unseat President Chadh Ben 
jedid, elected for a third five-year 
term in 1988. 

“We are not anxious about his 
departure. The important thing is 
that he (Benjedid) is inside the 
train, and the train of history 
moves forward... we are not a 
people that throws away its 
sons,” he told a news conference. 

Madam, whose party seeks to 
build an Islamic state, also sought 
to reassure Algerians worried 
that die FIS, if it gained national 
power, would jettison a multi- 
party democracy launched by 
Benjedid after October 1988 
youth riots. 

He repeated a longstanding de- 
mand by the FIS for dissolution 
of parliament, now entirely com- 
posed of FLN delegates and not 
due for re-election before 1992. 

“The dissolution of the parlia- 
ment is essential... I do not think 
the authorities... will hesitate to 
dissolve parliament. The train of 
history does not stop.” 

Asked if the FIS favoured a 
ban on secular parties that 
, favour the separation of religion 
and state, Madani repleid: “Islam 
will confront intellectually those 
wbo are intellectually opposed to 
Islam. It does not need a political 
ban.” 


Madani said he did not fear a 
dash with the army, whose lead- 
ership has taken strong anti- fun- 
damentalist positions.” The army 
voted for us. How can it confront 
us?” he asked. 

Madani also took a conciliatory 
attitude towards France. 


U.S. ready to resume military training aid to Lebanon 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — The 
United States has agreed in prin- 
ciple to resume mili tary training 
assistance to Lebanon, U.S. 
Ambassador to Lebanon John 
McCarthy said June 12. 

McCarthy met with reporters 
at the State Department to dis- 
cuss his recent meeting in Cairo 
with President Elias Hrawi and 
Prime Minister Selim Hoss. The 
ambassador said he relayed a 
“personal message of support” 
from President Bush and Secret- 
ary of State James Baker to the 
Lebanese leaders during their 
meeting. 

The resumption of military 
assistance to tire Lebanese army 
is one expression of U.S. support 
to the government of Lebanon, 
the ambassador noted. Military 
assistance would be provided in 
the form of training Lebanese 
officers in the United States, he 
said. 

The Lebanese debt situation, 
however, is a “technical impedi- 
ment” to the resumption of milit- 


ary assistance, McCarthy said. 

Lebanon is in arrears to the 
U.S. Agency for International 
Development (AID), which 
guaranteed two commercial loans 
to Lebanon of about $30 milli on 
each, McCarthy explained. These 
loans “Deed to be brought cur- 
rent” before the United States 
can resume military assistance in 
accordance with congressional 
legislation, he noted. 

Lebanon will have to pay about 
$9 million In interest and some 
principal in order to meet the 
requirement to resume military 
aid, he said. Hrawi assured him 
during their meeting that “Leba- 
non is ready to pay” and that “he 
would resolve the matter," 
McCarthy said. 

Once military training assist- 
ance is restored, the United 
States will look at “additional 
steps," such as the provision of 
trucks and other needed military 
equipment, McCarthy said. 

Hrawi is making progress in 
Lebanon “against strong odds,” 


McCarthy said. The Hrawi gov- 
ernment is gradually “asserting 
its authority,” he said, adding 
that “when the process has been 
furthered,” the United States will 
be ready to resume its diplomatic 
presence in Lebanon. 

The internal situation in Leba- 
non is also gradually improving, 
McCarthy asserted. “Bit by bit 
the internal opposition to the Taif 
agreement and the Hrawi govern- 
ment is disappearing," he said. A 
steady growth of support for Hra- 
wi “has taken place over the last 
several months,” he added. 

“The single exception" to this 
situation is General Michel 
Aotrn, who is still holding out 
against the Hrawi government, 
the ambassador said. Aoun has 
•‘become an obstacle to the 
attainment” of the objective he is 
fighting for — the withdrawal of 
foreign troops from Lebanese 
territory, McCarthy said. The 
United States hopes Aoun “will 
come to this conclusion and re- 
move himself as foe obstacle to 


die withdrawal of Syrian troops, 
and the implementation of the 
Taif Accord, he said. 

He noted that General Aoun and 
Samir Geagea are both in posses- 
sion of weapons the Hrawi gov- 
ernment would Hke returned to 
the Lebanese army “as soon as 
posable.” 

“Hrawi wants an army that can 
do what he was elected to do — 
put Lebanon back together,” the 
ambassador said. 

Once these weapons “are made 
available to the Lebanese army” 
foe government “will be able to 
provide security in the south,” 
which will expedite the withdraw 
al of Israeli troops. McCarthy 
said. 

The ambassador said the 
Israelis have “no desire to remain 
in Lebanon any longer than 
necessary to protect their terri- 
tory. As soon as they are certain 
South Lebanon will not be used 
as a base to attack them, they will 
go.” 


Security to top Turkish- Syrian talks agenda 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey, in- 
censed by the deadliest raid by 
Kurdish guerrillas in two years, 
said Wednesday that border 
security would top its agenda in 
meeting this week between the 
Syrian and Turkish foreign minis- 
ters. 

• A dispute with Syria and Iraq 
over the sharing of water from 
die Euphrates River would not be 
open to negotiation during a 
lhree-day visit by Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouq Al Share starting 
Thursday, a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said. 

• “We will bring (frontier) secur- 
ity to the tails with priority and in 
detail, “ministry spokesman 
Murat Sungar said. 

■ “We do not see the Euphrates 


waters as an issue with a place in 
the political framework," he 
added. 


east, home to most of Turkey’s 
estimated 10 million Kurdish- 
speakers. 


Turkey bas tacitly accused 
Iraq, Syria and Iran of tolerating 
the presence on their soil of 
guerrillas of the outlawed Marxist 
Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) 
who launch raids across the fron- 
tiers into southeastern Turkey. 

Kurdish guerrillas killed 27 
people, Including 12 children and 
seven women, last Sunday in an 
attack on a village 50 kilometres 
north of the Iraqi and Syrian 
borders. Officials said it was the 
deadliest PKK raid since 1988. 


The PKK's six-year-old cam-, 
paign for autonomy has claimed 
nearly 2,250 lives in the south- 


Tur Irish leaders have said they 
will not use the Euphrates waters 
as political leverage but Ankara 
has asked Syria, Iraq and Iran to 
clamp down on cross-border 
forays by the PKK. 

“The waters issue is peculiar to 
itself. It should not be linked to 
any other topic,” Sungar said. 

Syria and Iraq complained bit- 
terly last January, saying agricul- 
ture and power generation were 
harmed severely, when Ankara 
diverted the* vital waters of the 
Euphrates for a month to fill a 
huge man-made lake behind its 
new Ataturk Dam. 


Turkey claims it more than 
made up for the 30-day cut by 
increasing the flow of water to 
Syria and Iraq above agreed 
levels before the Euphrates was 
diverted. 


Syria has yet to reply to Tur- 
key's invitation for a ministerial 
meeting including Iraq to discuss 
the waters issue in Ankara on 
June 26-27. Sungar said he be- 
lieved the delay was a matter of 
matching ministers’ schedules. 


“For us the platform to discuss 
the waters is the tripartite tech- 
nical committee of ministers. If 
the Syrian foreign minister brings 
it up, we shall give him our 
often-repeated views," Sungar 
said. 


. <i -x >.v 


Israel 


plotting 
to ki II 


Arafat, 

aides’ 


ABU DHABI, UAE (AP) — 
The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) has received in- 
formation that Israel was plotting 
to kill its chairman, Yasser Ara- 
fat, and key aides, the 
government-owned daily news- 
paper Al Ittihad reported 
Wednesday. 

As a result, the newspaper 
said, Arafat has frozen activities 
in African countries. 

“The PLO bas received accu- 
rate information through a num- 
ber of European and African 
states on an Israeli assassination 
plot a gains t Arafat and some 
other PLO leaders,” Al Ittihad 
said. 

Targets of the alleged plot in- 
clude Salah Kbalaf, Arafat's no. 2 
in the PLO's mainstream Fateh 
faction, Farouk Kaddoumi, head 
of the PLO’s Political Depart- 
ment, Hakam Balawi, the PLO’s 
representative to Tunis, plus six 
other figures, who were not 
named by the paper. 

The PLO had no immediate 
comment on the report. 

PLO and other Arab intelli- 
gence reports have warned for 
two years, that Israel planned to 
kill Arafat and others to cut off 
the link between the outside 
Palestinian leadership and the 
underground organisers of the 
uprising that has raged in Israeli- 
occupied Arab territories since 
December 1987. 


On April 16, 1988, an Israeli 
commando unit killed the PLO's 
deputy commander, Khalil 
Wazir, at his home in ‘Dims. 
Wazir, better known as Abu 
Jihad, was the PLO’s main 
strategist and believed to have 
been the main brain behind orga- 
nising the uprising. 

Ariel Sharon, the hardline 
minister of housing in charge of 
immigration in Israel's new right- 
wing cabinet, has publicly called 
for the “liquidation'’ of Arafat to 
cut the outside support for the 
uprising. 


Panel urges 
easing of 
Israeli 
military 
censorship 


TEL AVIV (R) — An Israeli 
parliamentary panel Tuesday 
urged the army to curtail media 
censorship, saying it extended 
beyond security issues and bor- 
dered on meddling in political 
affairs. 

The Censorship Subcommittee 
of the Foreign Affairs and De- 
fence Committee, which includes 
legislators from both the left and 
right, said censorship had lost 
sight of its original purpose to 
guard state secrets. 

‘Some of the existing subjects 
border on the political sphere or 
that of ‘public morale* and are 
likely to run the risk of pushing 
the censor into meddling in areas 
in which it has no business,” a 
committee report said. 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Palestinians in the occu- 
pied Arab territories say hopes of 
peace have been shattered by 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s 
formation of a new right-wing 
government. 

“So long as this government is 
in power, the peace process will 
be dead,” said Zahira Kamal, a 
leading Palestinian activist. 

The most senior pro-PLO fi- 
gure in the occupied territories, 
Faisal Al Husseim, said: “AD 
indications axe that tins govern- 
ment will not seek to promote a 
peaceful settlement in the area. 
Some ministers in this govern- 
ment sek to seize our land and to 
achieve political objectives.” 

Shamir formed the most right- 
wing government in Israel’s his- 
tory Monday after securing a 
62-57 parliamentary majority. 

Hardliner* in bis Likud Party, 
who oppose U.S. proposals for 
Palestinian-Israeli peace talks, 
appeared to be the victors. 

Israeli opposition leaders have 
expressed fears that extreme 
right-wing elements in the new 
coalition will dominate the govern- 


ment and steer Israel's policy, 
towards confrontation with 
neighbouring Arab states. 

Arab commentators say peace 
efforts have . suffered, a double 
blow, with Israel's lurch to the 
right coming just as tire United 
States is threatening to cot off 
talks with the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (FLO). 

The mainstream Palestinian 
newspaper Al Fajr said m an 
editorial: “Shamir's government 
will put the area in a state of war, 

since Shamir rejects peace.” 
Ziad Abu Ziady.a veteran of 
Israeti-Palestinian contacts, said 
he believed U.S. political and 
material support for Israel only 
encouraged the Jewish state to 
s p urn peace efforts.’ 

“Likud is more extremist than 
Labour, but Labour is not more 
enthusiastic for peace," said Abu 
Ziad, who edits the only Palesti- 
nian newspaper in Hebrew. 

Palestinian, philosopher Sari 
Nusseibeh said extremists in the 
government would gradually 
dominate the cabinet in what he 
called a process of “sharonisa- 
tion.” 


Ariel Sharon, architect j of 
Israel’s 1982 Evasion .of Leba-^ 
non, is a key figure nr ;lte''ripw c i 
government. He is. minister/ of-’ 

. - -.i- _^; a i A*-! 


A 

K 


absorption .of some 250,000/ 
Soviet Jewish mnnigrants ex/’ 
pected in Israel this year. ' 
Sharon bas. repeatedhr advo- ; 
rated more dracoaian measures' 
to s up p ress foe 30-month-old up- 
nsmg in the.occupied West Bank/ 
and Strip, including deport/ 
ing Palestinian leaders, ■ '.// 
.“This 'government is a Sharon ; 
government under the name. ©Fla t l 
Shamir government,”" XabdmV 
Yitzhak. Rabin, defeiice mmufec 
with Likud, soomfiifly told pariia-/ 
merit Monday.- . / 

“It" is a government of the^ ■ 
constraints minis ters’ wbd. irihi/. 
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bited the chances for peace,” 
Rabin said. “ - 
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He was referring .tq. Sharon- 
new Foreign Minister. David Levy " 
and Finance Minister Yitzhak 
Modai,. ; who have challenged' 
Shamir's timid "steps towards - 
Palestinian elections and imposed 
hardlin e restrictions on foaelV 
May 1989Upeace initiative" ’ 
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WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Secretary of State James Baker 
has said that the United States 
has not reached a decision on 
whether to suspend its 18-montb- 
old dialogue with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
even though the PLO's responses 
to an abortive May 30 attack near 
an Israeli beach “have fallen 
short of the mark.” 

Later in the day at the White 
House, President Bush declined a 
request from reporters to say 
when such a determination might 
come, explaining, “There’s quite 
a bit going on behind the scenes.” 

Bush said the subject arose 
earlier in the day during a tele- 
phone call with Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak, adding, 
‘Tm not prepared to make my 
decision known on that yet.” » 

Asked if he was giving PLO 
leaders more time to denounce 
the raid. Bush replied: “Well, I 
want to see that terroristic act 
condemned, and those who did it 
condemned.” 

Baker told members of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee that “in reaching our deci- 
sion, we want to weigh matters 
carefully and do so without the 
pressure of artificial deadlines.” 
But he warned if the PLO does 
not respond to U.S. calls for 
specific actions, “it would be very 
difficult for us to sustain this 
dialogue.” 

At the same time, he said, the 
committee should understand 
that the United States “will not 
allow our pursuit of peace” in the 
Middle East “to undercut our 
commitment to fight terrorism,” 
adding “the PLO understands 
that." 

Baker had been testifying on 
the Washington summit between 
Bush and Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev and on world 
developments since then. His 
prepared remarks and the bulk of 
questioning from senators dealt 
with U.S.-Soviet relations and 
issues relating to European secur- 
ity. 

In response to questions, the 
secretary, reading from a pre- 
pared statement, said the United 
States approached the PLO "May 
31 through U.S. Ambassador 
Robert Pelletreau in Tunis, the 
only channel the United States 
utilises for that dialogue* The 


May 30 apparent attempt to infil- 
trate a beach not far. from Tel 
Aviv was carried out by Abu 
Abbas' Palestine Liberation 
Front (PLF), a faction - of the 
PLO. 

“We told the PLO that the 
United States was outraged by 
this attempted terrorist attack," 
Baker told the committee. 
“Given Aba Abbas' membership 
on the PLO's Executive Commit-: 
tee, we made it dear that the 
PLO. - 

— Would need to condemn the 
attack in unambiguous terras and 
disassociate itself from it: . 

— Would also need to begin to 
take steps to discipline -Abu 
Abbas to show unmistakably that 
the PLO does not countenance, 
this kind of activity and wiH Iive 
up to its coaurntments.’* 

“To date, the PLO’s pubKcand 
private responses have fallen 
short of file mark," Baker said. 
“We take note- that the- PLO 
official statements have disassoci- 
ated the PLO from the May 30 
attack,” Baker said. “But neither 
the May 31 statement in' Bagh- 
dad, issued after the executive - 
committee meeting, ■ nor Mon- 
day’s statement condemned the 
FLF attack in its own right And 
moreover, they give no indication 
that tire PLO intends to begin .to 
take steps to discipline Abu 
Abbas, who organised the opera- 
tion,” he said. 

When he was in Europe. last 
week, Baker told the foreign 
minzsters of the United Kingdom, 
France, Sweden, the Netherlands 
and Turkey that the United 
States “viewed this situation 
very, very seriously and that if the 
PLO did not act, it would be very 
difficult for us to sustain this 
dialogue. 

“I told (foreign) Minister (Ed- 
uard) Shevardnadze of the Soviet 
Union the same thing while m 
Europe and I have telephoned 
Foreign Minister (Esmat) Abdul 
Mcguid of Egypt to tire same 
effect," Baker told the commit- 
tee. “Each and every one of these 
ministers responded by saying 
that they would go to the PLO 
and urge it to take steps to con- 
demn this act and to dissociate 
from it.” 

When the PLO accepted U.S. 
conditions for dialogue in De- 
cember 1988, the secretary said, 


“it took an important and posi- 
tive step/ We took PLO commit- 
ments — the recognition-^ 
Israel's right fo exist, rheaccept- 
ance of U.N.ResoTufians 242 and 
338, and the ienun^tioii of ter- 
rorran-^semcmiiyamd.we. expect 
the PLO to ,liw i^ to thein. n 

Republican .Senator..' Connie 
Mack of Floada, wKo has called 
for a cut off of the- dialogue: with 
the HX), asked Baker why the 
not^yeLdone. 
so. 



I think it wfll haye score impact 
on tirepeacc process “ thesecret- 
aiy- replied. “ And there me an 
extraordinarily large -number : of 
oax allies and friendly . govern- 
ments that want us to do this with 
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and coriraderation rather than 
riwvmg,too precipitously. ” 

•; Baker noted that he had out- 
lined in bis , statement ' “the re- 
sponses (fiat we expect from the 
FLQ.And we are hopeful that we 
Wfll get thofe responses — not 
optittis&.Tmt- hopeful.” " / 
Senator Paul Simon, ,-an Utinpis 
Democrat, said he liked Baker’s 
statement. ‘Tthinkit is important 
that they .underataiid dearly that 
teiiorism not only kills innocent 
people*, it jeopardises any possi- 
bility of dialogue with the United 
States as well as jeopardise the 
very, very shaky' prospects "we 
hmfe for peace in that area.” 

- The United Stales .will not in- 
crease the number of Soviet Jews 
allowed into tins country despite 
strong pressures from the Soviet 
Union and the- Arab World, Bak- 
er said Tuesday.' 

. Baker also said he had "been 
assured by Shevardnadze that the 
Kremlin would not stop Jewish 
emigration "despite a w arnin g 
from President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. ... /’ 

Gorbachev,, at the end <rf“S 
four-day s ummit with President 
George Bush earlier this month, 
said the emigration might be cut 
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Soviet Jews in tire predominantly. 
Arab West Bank and Gaza Strip 
• Tdy sense i* they (the Soviets) 
are not going to cut it off, but that 
could be..: proven wrong. That 
will .have very -adverse consequ- 
ences here in this country, and we 
have explained that to tire Soviet 
Union," Baker said. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
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PROGRAMME OWE 

1 5-39 Koran 

Ub4S Programme review 

15:45 Children programme 

17:1* ...... — Booh of Adve n tu re 

IMS World Cop: “Yugoslavia vs. 
Cototnbra** 

1WB Programme review 

2fcS0 News in Arabic 

2fc39 Local series 

21:3* prog ram me review 

21:40 Local programme 

222S Arabic film 

JWU News in Arabic 

PROGRAMME TWO 

17:45 Mdierinn 

I&lfl DesChiffiesctde femes 

1&3 • La Chance amt chansons 

1M0 News in French 

19:15 Varieties 

J91M News in Hebrew 

19s45 Varieties 

2S46 News in Arabic 

2038 Different world 

2fcS5 Dolphin Cove . 

2U45 Worid Cop: "Italy vs. U.S.A.” 
2238 Feature Ghn: “Little White Lies” 


Assemblies of God Chmxh, Tel. 
532785. 

St- Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Charcfa of the A nwahlk s Tel. 
637440. 

Dr Is JSaflr Chmxh Td. 661757 
TesTSsanta Cbsrcfa Tel: 622366 
Choreh of the Amanadatfon Tel. 
623541. 

AngBcaa Cbandh Tel. 625383, Tel. 

628543. 

Armenian CatfaoUc Chnrcb Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim C2ran± Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Cbnrch Tel. 
827981. 685326. 

Eva ngel ic al Lutheran Charcfa Tel: 
811295. 

The Cbsrcfa at Jeans Ckfat of Letter. 
Dnj Safaris Td. 815817 end 654932. 


JORDAN TIMES JDAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


WEATHER 


ButktmsappUcdbytbcDcputaiaaof 

Meteorology. 


h arm be fair and winds wffl be 
•n ort hwesterly moderate, causing dust 
in desert areas. In Aqaba, winds wiD 
be northerly moderate and seas calm. 


«3t5i Fijr 

fl5;25 (SanrifcfDuha 

\v •« Dbtthr 

‘Asr 

1M7 Maghreb 

21:22 


Amman .......... 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Vaifejr .. 


Mi n . /mar . letup- 

18/31 

22/37 

M/36 

21/31 


CHURCHES 


SL Mary ef Nanreth Chnrdh Swetodh 

Td. 810740 


Yesterday's high t em p era tures: Am- 
man 30, Aqaba 37. Hmmdity readings: 
Amman 31 per cent, Aqaba 23 per 
cent. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef AlFaqih 65 7909 

Dr. Amin Abdul Jaber 614222 

Dr. Tayseer Khadr yem 606857 

Dr. Gauge Saboari 776751 

Fins pharmacy 661912 

Fetriom pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairookh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salem pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisana pharmacy 637660 

ruw ro? 

Eh. Radwan Al Saad 

Al Sterna* p harma cy — (985238) 

ZAKQA: 

Dr. Banda Shahm ( — ) 

Kha&fch pharmacy - 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

CM Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence I mm e dia te 

Rescue.- 63CB41 

CM Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade. 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic FoUae 89 6390 

PnbOc Security Department .... 630321 

Hotel Comp^bBB 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 


Water and Sewerage 

Gmnptamts 897467 

Amman Monk^abty 

Cbmptaiats 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance') 121 

Oversea CaBs 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repm 623101 

AbdaB Telephone Repair* (61101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan- 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Ele ct ricity Authority ... 815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Ind. Airport. 06-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Mcxfica! Centre 813813/32 

KhaUdi Maternity. J. Ann... 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity. J. Amo.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malta, J. Amman 636140 

Pafestiae, Shmdsaoi 664171/4 

Shmetmri Hospital 669131 

U ni v ersi ty H os pit al 845845 

Al-Munsher Hospital 667227/9 

The Mamie. AbdaH 666127/37 

Al-AhU, AbdaU 664164ft 

Italian. Al-Mohajreea ........ 777101/3 

AKBashir, J. A s htafidi ...... 7731 1 1/26 

Aimy.Mixka 89 1611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 60224050 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZAKQA: 

Zhrqp Govt. Hospital ...... (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital (09)991071 


RmSina Hospital (09)986732 

DtBOh 

Princess Basra Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272375 
Ibn Al Nafecs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


FOR THE TEAVEUEE 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This iaHoemMtioa is s u p pli ed by Roy*! 
Jonhuama ( RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia Inicmatkmai 
Airport Td. (0B)53200£, where it 
should always be verified. 


Casablanca (RJ) 

89.-M Jeddah (add.) (RJ) 

OtlMNr Flights (Terminal 2) 

99=55 Baghdad (1A) 

Wd* Sanaa (LH) 

Kuwait (KU) 

l*2S Riyadh (SV) 

1*59 Muscat. Bahrain (OF) 

Darbai (EK) 

1*35 Bahrain (TK) 

185# Amsterdam (KL) 

18*5 Gan) (MS) 

19:15 Frankfort (LH) 

2t:M ... — Zorich, Laraaca (SR) 


Olfrer Flights {Tm-miiisl (2) 

Daa t as cns . Paris (AF) 

UM BazhdadflA) 

lfcl* FraakfiotOH} 

' Kuwait (KU) 

Riyadh (SV) 

16SS Bahrain, Muscat (OF) 

17|3S Dubai (EK) 

Ankara, Istanbul (TK) 

UfcM Cano (MS) 


FOR FRIDAY 


Tub 773111-19 




Uppcrflowxr price 

Apple 

BtfUHI 

B att aw A tnt-.mm.rJ M 


MUUVAIS 

Royal Jordan Isn (RJ) Flights 
(Tormina! 1) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Tormina! (1) 


0*30 
16:15 .. 
IMS 
IMS .. 
1Ss3B .. 
IMS . 
ISO* .. 
liM .. 
1725 .. 
17:30 .. 
tftSS 
18:15 
1fc« 
IMS - 
IMS ... 

2*15 . 
20:15 . 


Kow«it(add.)(RJ) 

Riyadh (RJ) 

New Delhi (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Kuwait (RJ) 

Dubai. Atm Dhabi (RJ) 

Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

CtfrofRJ) 

LanueanU) 

London (RJ) 

... New York. A ms te rdam (RJ) 

Istanbul (RJ) 

Abn Dhabi (add.) (RJ) 

Aqaba f RJ) 

Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ) 

Doha (add.) (RJ) 

Rome(RJ) 


M30 Kuwait (add.) (RJ) 

11:45 Rome(RJ) 

ItiSS Cairo (RJ) 

124* Abn Dhabi (add.) (RJ) 

I1M Kuwait (add.) 

12:45 .... Istanbul (RJ) 

1*00 London (RJ) 

13:15 Tunis, Paris (RJ) 

1*35 Laroaca(RJ) 

Ife« Doha (add.) I 


Carrot .... 

Cauliflower 

gwrebrntaa) ..... 

Omiiubcu (small) ... 
Dates ....... 


17:15 .... 
2fc3* .... 


»J» .... 

..... Kuwait (Rl) 

asrfs .... 

.... Bahrain. Abn Dhabi <W) 

21:15 .... 


21:15 .... 


21l2B .... 

Cairo (RJ) 


MaBow 

Marrow (lane) 
Mianow (anaO) 

Oniou(dry) 

Ontafi (green) .. 


21:45 Dnbai, Mnscnt | 

22.-0S Jeddah (add.) | 

22.44 Koala Lampor, Sin g ap ore l 


P eac faes 

Popper (boij‘!“ 
£pper (sweet). 

Potato 

Radditfa 



To 


Wanwlog ... 


n m > per kg. 

— 600 / 500" 
500/450 

— 450 / 400. 

300/250 

120/ 80 

..... 220/170 
..... 190/140 

M0/ 100 

260 / 220 

400 / 300 

— 240/190 
... 1100/900 
•— 400/350 

— 150/100 
..... 120/ 80 

250 / 200 
—. 179/120 
-- 200/150 
360 / 28* 

— 800/700 
350/280 

— 400 / 350 
-• 330/260 
..... 150/100 
--- 500/400 

— 170/130 
170/220 
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S2 -■--~ ^ ,| w° .. 
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ISrtS. World Cup: ■ 
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. — Programme review 

*5 — News in Arabic 

local programme^ 

2lsM SwlIi iwLit 


■— — New* sammary in Arabic^ 

23:10 ^ Prograrnmncousli-.' 
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News in Reach 
2“ CattactMa^nme 
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8M0 
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2WS NewsinEiyErii 
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in built in 1990 


AMMAN (J.TO — The Cabinet 
hasgocwnted to tbe construction 

0£-j3G -school , braidings as ■ a first 
stage -of ^school bonding, prog- 
ramme .which entails setting op 
18 P_ schools tilt 1992, Minister of 
Education and Higtor Edu cation 
Mohammad Hamdan announced 
tye^nesday.' ' ' 

.Altogether, a total of. 67' 


1390 andrhe ministry has already 
am»ro c ed b tcndcg for tbe con- 
stoiction "of- eight, of them, the 
ijpaistCTsakiin a'statementto the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

.Xhe minister said that the con- 
duction of tire schools win be 
firsMced through two loans from 
the World Bank and the Japanese 
gQKenunent, together totalling 
$146- million. - 
The total cost of the 30 schools 
amounts to $12 million, he 
aflded. 

.■.“According to the progra mm e, 
tfte, ministry will. first build 
schools in areas where the plan 
regimes leaving rented school 


braidings and those unsuitable as 
schools or incapable of coping 
with the increasing numbers of 
students,” Ham dan pointed out. 

He said that the provision of 
sufficient numbers of schools will 
help the ministry pul a stop to the 
present two-shift school system 
and the construction work will 
help find employment for many 
job seekers. 

According to the minister, a 

total of 100 school buildings, are 
now under construction and 40 
have already been completed and 
handed over to tbe ministry. He 
said that students will use these 
40 schools at the start of the 
coming scholastic year. 

Ministry of Education officials 
said that the construction of 
schools in Jordan is being im- 
plemented in three stages, in 
accordance with a plan endorsed 
by the 1987 educational confer- 
ence. They said that the govern- 
ment now owns, 2^91 school 
buildings of winch 585 are rented. 


Journalists have a role to 
play in tourism — Kabariti 


By Lima Nabffl 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 


AMMAN — A society to be 
known as “friends of tourism 
among Jordanian journalists*' will 
be set up soon to promote Jorda- 
nian journalists* work for the 
benefit of the tourism industry in 
Jordan, according to Minister of 
Tourism Abdul Karim Kabariti. 

Tbe minister told the Jordan 
Times that the Ministry of Tour- 
ism had intensified contacts with 
local journalists in the last four 
months with view to eafisting 
their help in promoting foe- 
marketing of Jordan’s tourist 
attractions here and abroad. 

“This summer, the Kingdom is 
expected to witness an influx of 
tourists, with a large number of 
Arab visitors to the Kingdom 
coming from the Arab Coopera- 


tion Council (ACC) countries," 
Kabariti said. 

He said that tbe ACC countries 
have recently concluded an 
agreement for ca n cell ing visas for 
ACC countries nationals visiting 
any of tbe four states. 

Cancelling the departure tax 
and fees imposed on vehicles 
from ACC countries entering any 
of the four states is done provided 
that reciprocal measures are 
taken by the other member 
states, the minister said. 

Tbe agreement, he said, is ex- 
pected to boost tourism among 
Egypt, Iraq, Yemen and Jordan. 

As a result of the agreement, 
nearly 60,000 Iraqi 'citizens will 
come to Jordan during the cur- 
rent month, Kabariti added. 


Kabariti also reported that Jor- 
dan had reached several agree- 
ments, with countries in Europe 
and south east Asia, designed to 
market Jor danian tourist attrac- 
tions. 

Referring to the Jerash festival 
of arts and culture, Kabariti 
it will take place next month, on 
s ch edule, and there will be addi- 
tional numbers of folk troupes 
participating in die cultural and 
recreational programmes. 

The minister complained that 
tbe present laws do not provide 
for strong deterring measures and 
penalties against stealing or trad- 
ing in stoled artefacts and anti- 
quities. He said the Ministry of 
Tourism was seeking an amend- 
ment to the law. 

He said there are more than 
5,000 archaeological sites in the 
Kingdom, but that excavations 
have only been conducted at 300 
sites. 
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Packaging helps marketing- seminar 

By Nor Sati 

Special to' the Jordan Times ' 

. AMMAN r— Package design- 
"'.mg for export purposes is an 
evolutionary process because 
■■produce handling systems and 
/ techniques, market conditions 
‘ and requirements are constant- 
'^changing: — ’ 

For tlis purpose, the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Devdop- 
'roent Project of the Agricnltn- 
^ral Marketing Organisation 
! : (AMO); : held a" seminar 
^‘Wednesday, concerning “prin- 
--ciptes and practices of fresh 
produce, packaging” and 
'"“packing techniques for Jor- 
^ dan’s dght most ’ exportable 
'"Quits aim vegetables,’’ berth 
“’issues tnrfrting ideas of hdw to 
^design and pack a box .in the 
most suitable way.for the cur- 
” tent marker conditions. 7 “/ ; 

■ _,r “ Jordan’s weakest point in 
^HharkeiiRg produce is seed r to ‘ 
be. in. the'.fonn of packaging, 

-according to a study conducted 
-by United States Agency for 
^tmernarionaf Development 
“•(USAID) qVer a: year and a 
Jtfialf. Ifewever, Dr." Devon 
Zagory. a pfof ^o nal cbnsul- 
^■ tant speafllising ra fresh pio- 

- dpce packing, who has been in 
*’the Kingdom for foree>eeks, 

-■belieVesthatJordanis starting 
^fo aipmhsnw 

-'in exports and so far, he sees : 

» niaiiy elements , coming 

- -together 7 »dncb make way for 
?’ipct ter : opp or t u nities for Jor- 
dan.- „ J .. 

J?or a ’start* donate and loca- 
z^oriplape Jordan at an advan- 
^"tageover other countries of foe - 
region.. “This,a>npled with, the 
v relatively cheap labour costs 
wben compared to potential 
^^eompetoors. set Jordan in a 


position where it can exploit 
die lucrative, and still growing, 
European market for off sea- 
son fruits and vegetables," 
Zagory affirms. 

Additionally, manufacture is 
of cardboard boxes have newly 
acquired machinery destined 
to enhance tbe quality of pack- 
aging. Tbe devaluation of tbe 
dinar has created a suitable 
atmosphere for Jordanians to 
export competitively. 

This programme, organised 
by AMO, has increased the 
level of understanding and 
knowledge for overseas mar- 
kets, he adds. ’Together, 
these conditions are beneficial 
to farther increase exports and 
high quality products." 

", Jordan has the potential to 
increase its value of exports up 
to $500 million within tbe com- 
ing five years from the current 
figure of $150 miHkra, accord- 
ing to Zagory. If Jordan adopts 
the proposed design for boxes 
and becomes more systematic 
■in terms of packaging, Jordan’s 
potential could amount to ten 
times the current value of ex- 
ports. . 

Zagory, who spoke at the 
seminar, highlighted the ideal 
designs for packing purposes 
and the type of crate that 
should be used few different 
fruits and vegetables. 
“Although table grapes are 
often packed in wooden crates 
or polystyrene boxes, for Jor- 
dan, cardboard cartons of 
adequate strength and low 
enough costs would be the 
preferred design for the Euro- 
pean, Gulf, and local mar- 
kets,” be explained. 

Cardboard boxes are very 
effective because they main- 
tain moisture, they are cool 


and disposable. On the other 
band, wooden boxes are heavy 
and therefore not feasible for 
airfreight transport, another 
characteristic is that they are 
abrasive and therefore damage 
the comodi ty. They are also 
difficult to dispose of. “Polys- 
tyrene is the worst. Once you 
have it you can never get rid of 
it,” Zagoty says. 

Zagory next pinpointed the 
best conditions for packaging: 
“It is important to consider 
how that package will fit into 
tbe broader handling system so 
that the maximum benefit can 
be derived from die design 
features.” Several factors 
should be considered in order 
to attain high quality packaged 
fruits or vegetables. 

He explained that after the 
moment of harvest, fruits and 
vegetables begin to lose quali- 
ty. Each commodity has a form 
of deterioration that differs 
from another fruit or veget- 
able. “An adequate under- 
standing of this is essential 
when trying to reduce the rate 
of quality deterioration." 

' Other issue that were tack- 
led concerning the make-up of 
a better package were the 
sizes. Each market has put a 
constraint on size. So knowing 
the preferred box size of that 
market is important. Here, 
Zagory came np with a sugges- 
tion; since every market re- 
quires quality standards and 
classification for certain sizes, 
quality, and defects that are 
allowed, Jordan for example, 
should adopt the same stan- 
dard and lable the boxes on 
their own instead of having 
them labelled and inspected 
after the commodity is ex- 
ported. “This means that tbe 


exporters are meeting the stan- 
dards and requirements be- 
forehand therefore further in- 
spection and classification 
from the buyers end is not 
necessary. In this way the 
buyers will come to believe in 
the label and the products will 
be on higher demand." 

“Box weakness also have 
been a consistent problem in 
the past.” The exporters 
should estimate the strength 
requirements, calculate the 
size, material type and the 
configuration for each box type 
necessary to supply the adequ- 
ate strength to die box. 

A box should also be de- 
signed to enable proper cool- 
ing and temperature mainte- 
nance of the product. “It is 
also useful to know that sulfur 
dioxide emitting pads are com- 
monly used with table grapes 
to prevent fungal decay during 
transport. 

- Zagory explained in detail 
the packaging process and its 
consequences if the proper 
package design were not im- 
plemented. He also presented 
a slide show in order to point 
out the different principles that 
steer towards a suitable pack- 
age design. 

“The purpose of this semi- 
nar was to set the stage for 
Jordan’s exports by presenting 
a common vocabulary and 
perspective through which we 
can better evaluate our current 
package use. and help make 
informed decisions about our 
future packages,” Zagory said. 

“There is hope to coordinate 
between AMO and the Jorda- 
nian exporters in establishing 
common 'goals for packagin g 

and enhance the lines of com- 
munication," Zagory added. 
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dordan, 
jlyria discuss . 
cooperation 
in education . 

DAMASCUS (Petra) — A joint 
Wrdanian-Syxian committee 
opened a two-day meeting here 
to: discuss developing cooperation 
between- the two countries in 
educational /affairs. 
r-The Jordanian ‘side to the 
raCetiogisTedby Dr. Munther A1 
Masri, the Mihistry- of Educa- 
tion’s secretary-general, who said 
in- statement that the joint 
rommfttee. win discuss the imple- 
mentation of an agreement on 
^operation in tire fields of school 
Curnotia, examinations and vat- . 
pons educational affa i r s mid acti- 
vities. ' ' . 

113 out of 

to,ooo 

Jordanians 
drag addicts 

AMMAN (Petra) -— A working 
paper cm motives for suicide in 
Iordan, presented at a . two-day 
Symposium cm “Crime and Socie- 
ty" in the Kingdom revealed that 
nearly two ; persons in every 
100,000 commit suicide in tire 
j country. 

: The -paper, presented by .Dr. 
.WahdSarhan, said that according . 
to' Public Security Deputment- 
(PSD) statistics^ 48 people in the 
■Kn^gdom committed - suicide in 
3987 and:- tops e myol ve 4 were- 
mostly males, 18 to 38 years of 
age. 


i | The paper . attributed the. 
i Suicide to ttnenq^oyment, biter- 
j -ness due to professional failure 
7 And living in isolatko. . 

/j ; Another : ^ler presented at 
* -the meeting tackled, jhe question 


/ 


ACC ministries of energy 
to strengthen cooperation 


AMMAN (JT.) ~ A team of 
tedtoidans and engineers em- 
ployed by ministries of energy 
and electricity in the four- 
member Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC) countries will 
open a three-day meeting in Am- 
man. Thursday to pave the ground 
for their ministers' meeting Sun- 
day. 

Manufacturing spare parts for 
power stations and power dis- 
tribution networks will be among 
the main topics for discussion by 
the technicians and their minis- 
ters, according to officials at the 
Ministry of Energy and Mineral 
Resources here. 

They said that Unking the 
national grids m the four states: 
Egypt, Jordan, Iraq and Yemen 
is another important topic on tbe 


Jordan Electricity Authority 
(JEA) Director Mohammad 
Saeed Arafa, who will take part 
in the meetings, said that the four 
countries will undertake practical 
measures designed to achieve the 
greatest possible measure of 
cooperation and coordiantion in 
energy fieldS. 

The Yemeni team of techni- 
cians taking part in the meetings 
has expressed interest in cooper- 
ating with JEA in drawing up 
designs, specification and tenders 
per taining to electrification pro- 
jects in Yemen. 

Tbe team members held talks 
with JEA officials, including Ara- 
fa, . and later toured several JEA 
projects in Jordan. 

Discussions on future coopera- 
tion between Jordan and Yemen 
in the field of electricity were 


conducted at the meeting. 

The technicians from the four- 
member states will submit their 
recommendations and resolutions 
to die ministerial meeting on 
Sunday. 

Meanwhile, another ACC 
meeting is expected in Amman, 
on Saturday, in which directors of 
national news agencies will take 
part. The two-day meeting, which 
will be opened by Minister of 
Information Ibrahim Izzeddin, 
will tackle cooperation among the 
national news agencies of the four 
countries which started in Janu- 
ary 1990 and wil] also endorse a 
system that would result in 
achieving integration among the 
four news agencies. 

Matters that include the use of 
satellites to broadcast news mate- 
rial will be discussed at the meet- 
ing. 


Seminar discussess speech 
and hearing impairment 

Jordan, the importance .of early 
sign and speech language in- 
tervention and tbe importance of 
parents forming a society to sup- 
port each other. 


■AMMAN (J.T.) — Deaf children 
grow up and become deaf adults. 
Yet parents of young deaf chil- 
dren are rarely given opportunity 
to meet deaf adults. A panel 
discussion organised by the Royal 
Cultural Center and foe National 
Speech, and Hearing Center 
brought together an audience of. 
2S0 deaf adults, parents, profes- 
sionals, teachers and government 
officials. 

/ The panel, was. directed, by 
Maw! Hamzch, the dire ctore* of 
the National Speech and Hearing 
Center, Amat Nahhas, foe dneo- 
toress of foe Queen Aha School 
for. the Deaf and Dr. Jean 
Andrews, professors of deaf 


education from Lamar Universi- 
ty, Beaumont. Texas, U.S. and 
interpreted in sign language by 
Hind Abbed-Rabbo. ' 

The objectives of the meeting 
were: 

1) To organise parents of young 
deaf children to form a society to 
improve conditions for their chil- 
dren. 

2) To inform the audiene about 
die weakness of foe recent tem- 
porary legislation for the hand- 
icap (1989), which fails to address 
specific needs of deaf children 
and their families. ■ • • 

3) To raise awareness about cur- 
rent deaf education practices in 


A questions and answers 
period followed the presentations 
with many deaf adults and pa- 
rents voicing their con c ern for 
deaf dhfidren. Tbe audience re- 
sponded enthusiastically to the 
tfiscutt ion s. Productive outcomes 
of the meeting included: parents 
meeting deaf adults, parents reg- 
istering their names for their sup- 
port group ami signing a petition 
to the legislation to reform the 
deficient handicap law. 


Yarmouk 
University 
to graduate 
students 

IRBID (J.T.) — Yarmouk Uni- 
versity in Irbid will graduate its 
Ufo batch of students on Thurs- 
day at a ceremony to be held 
under the patronage of His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

A total of 2,738 students, who 
completed courses in the science, 
arts, education and business will 
graduate at a major celebration 
which will be held at the Irbid 
Municipality stadium. 

A university spokesman said 
that with the graduation of the 
latest batch, the university will 
have graduated 21,000 since its 
establishment in 1975. 

“When it was opened in Octo- 
ber 1975, Yarmouk University 
had only 640 students, growing 
into 11,500 in the 1989-90 
academic year,” the spokesman 
said. 

Another ceremony will be held 
at the University of Jordan on 
June 18 under Royal patronage for 
tbe graduation of 512 post- 
graduate various 

The university has worked out 
a programme of ceremonies for 
graduating a total of 3,912 stu- 
dents from vaarkras faculties this 
year and foe diplomas will be 
handed to tbe graduates by Uni- 
versity President Mahmoud A1 
Samra. 


Jubilant soccer 
enthusiast dies 
of heart attack 

RAMTHA (J.T.) — A Jordanian 
soccer enthusiast, aged 25, died 
here of a heart attack upon 
watching the Egyptian soccer 
team scoring a goal in Tuesday 
evening's match against the 
Netherlands, held in Palermo, 
Italy. 

Jalal Omar was overexcited by 
the match and the scoring of foe 
goal; he suffered a heart attack, 
according to a government hos- 
pital source here. 

Tbe source said that Omar, 
owner of a video tape store was 
pronounced dead upon arrival at 
the hospital. 

The game ended with a 1-1 
draw. Tbe outcome of foe game 
triggered jubilation in Egypt and 
other Arab states. The news of 
foe draw, captured front page 
headlines in newspapers iu 
Egypt, Kuwait and other coun- 
tries. (see related story page 7). 


WHAT’S GOING 


* Exhibition at pointings de- 
pfcting the Jordatiu en- 
vironment by Add A1 Shar- 
aa, Mohammad Assad anti 
Haiti Khazafeh at the Hous- 
ing Bank Art Gallery. 

☆ Art exhatithm by Raflq A1 
Lriiiwn at the Royal Csdtn- 
nri Centre. 

■it Ex h i b ition em i tte d “La re- 
volation: 200 ans apns” at 
the French Gdtural Centre. 

☆ “Amman 90" photo exhibi- 
tion at Amman Municipality 
pobfic library. 


☆ Documentary fibs entitled 
“THe Art of the Anatolian 
Setyuks” at the Royal Cufrn- 

nd Centre — 8:00 pJu. 


it Concert b-y “Magic 
MushroeiB and the Medm- 
uha” at the Palace of Cut 
tare, A1 Hussein Youth City 
— 7s30 pan. 


[Research throws light 

into crime motives 


By Saeda KiKani 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Robberies in Jor- 
dan are not only an occurrence 
with poor people, but with all 
layers of society, including the 
“higher class”, according to 
researchers and participants at 
a seminar held at foe Royal 
Cultural Centre on “Crime and 
Society”. Amazing results con- 
cerning the age and modern 
techniques used as well as cir- 
cumstances of criminals in- 
volved in robberies in Jordan 
were revealed by foe resear- 
chers at tbe seminar. 

“At the begininng, I thought 
it was a sole minor incident, 
but then it came out that most 
of tbe robbery cases were car- 
ried out by minors who come 
from relatively rich classes," 
said an owner of a large food 
and clothes store. “It really 
shocked me but we were incap- 
able of doing anything so as 
not to defame some families’ 
reputation,” he said. 

The real motives behind 
such robberies are not really 
based on materialistic objec- 
tives; it may be due to the 
children’s “spiritual void" that 
the parents and society are 
unable to fulfill, according to 
specialists in foe field and par- 
ticipants in tbe seminar. 

Dr. Surry Naser, a sociology 
professor at foe University of 
Jordan, raised foe point of 
parental ignorance of tbe cor- 
rect methods of raising their 
children. 

“We always want our chil- 
dren to be ridi and successful, 
but we never tell them bow. 
What they understand is that 
they ought to become wealthy 
no matter what methods they 
may use,” he explained. 


Stealing for pleasure or even 
“revenge" or “adventure" 
were also behind some of foe 
thefts,. according to a research 
by Dr. Khalil Darwish on cases 
in different rehabilitation cen- 
tres in Jordan. Tbe study 
underlined the unemployment 
situation and the difficulty to 
find a job as a factor which 
constituted 37.2 per cent of 
motives for robberies. 

The unfulfilled desires and 
needs of foe individuals may 
prompt him or her to use illeg- 
al means to satisfy basic neces- 
sities, according to a research 
caried out by Dr. Sabri 
Rubeihat, a criminologist at 
the Public Security Depart- 
ment. Preventive measures 
must be based on fulfilling 
these people’s needs and meet- 
ing their aspirations, exploiting 
their energies by finding them 
better opportunities in work, 

tr ainin g and guiding them, foe 
researcher recommended. 

The “bad company" that in- 
fluences adolescents as well as 
adults comes next, constituting 
18.6 per cent of motives for 
robberies. It is followed with 
17.9 per cent by those who 
claim that it was due to the 
absence of any guidance from 
their parents or others. 

The large size of foe family 
was seen by many participants 
as well as foe researcher as an 
important factor leading to 
crime, including robbery. 
Almost 80 per cent of Dar- 
wish ’s survey target have more 
than six members in their fami- 
lies indicating that no special 
attention was given to each 
member, who also did not hav- 
ing equal supervision or gui- 
dance from their parents. 

Also, Rubeihat pointed out 
on his research to the relation 


between social bond and devia- 
tion. Several factors such as 
the emotional relationship be- 
tween the child and his pa- 
rents, the individual's preoc- 
cupation with foture plans, his 
commitment to them, and his 
participation in social activities 
lessens chances of deviation. 
Yet, ways of abolishing crimes 
and juvenile delinquency are 
based on voluntary work en- 
hancing group efforts to lessen 
juvenile delinquency and this 
must be done through public 
organisations and through the 
parents themselves. 

“We need to raise awareness 
among tbe public, especially 
the parents and all social work- 
ers to minimise chances of de- 
viation and juvenile delinquen- 
cy . ” explained Naela 
Rnsheidat. a lawyer. “We 
can't deny that foe economic 
situation is getting worse and 
this most make us unify our 
efforts towards eliminating the 
causes, and not discourage 
us." 

“What is really worth wile 
noticing is foe children’s vio- 
lent methods and aggressive- 
ness in ways of carrying out 
their crimes” explained one of 
the female participants. “This 
indicates that our children are 
heading towards using vio- 
lence, therefore our main con- 
cern must be based on the 
education of our children.” 

While, robbery cases which 
mounted to 4,305 in 1987, are 
still low in comparison with 
other countries. Participants, 
as well as lecturers stressed out 
the fact that it is gradually 
increasing and spreading 
among different classes and 
age groups and may cause ma- 
jor problems. 


Jordan gets ‘concrete’ aid pledge 


(Continued from page 1) 

“Israel could apply great pressure 
on them, but then will the Palesti- 
nians themselves allow any eviction 
from their land?” the official asked. 
Most imp or ta ntly, be said, “they have 
grown into a resistance force in the 
occupied territories and Israel will 
have a tough task trying to expel 
them.” 

However, it does not mean that the 
Israeli threats are in any way allevi- 
ated, he said citing the declared goals 
of the new Israeli government of 
expanded settl em ents and massive 
immigration of Soviet Jews. 

“The whole situation is beading in 
the direction of instabiEty,” he said. 
"We have a very aggressive govern- 
ment in Israel which has pledged to 
increased settlements and 


migration,” he said. Jordan’s warning 
that extremism was being further 
fuelled in the region with the new 
Israeli government “is the reaction 
from a party directly involved” in the 
scenario, the official said. * 

According to die official, neither 
the U.S. administration nor the lead- 
ership of tbe Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO) was anxious to 
break their 17-month-oW dialogue. 
“We bebcVe that their dialogue has 
grew far enough for both sides to 
realise that neither can do without the 
other” in tbe peace process, he said. 

Commenting on tbe recently issued 
report on Jordan by Amnesty Inter- 
national, the official said tbe London- 
based human rights organisation 
appeared to have adopted a 
“hypothetical approach" to the new 
defence law before tbe Jordanian 


parliament. Specifically referring to. 
tbe Amnesty report's criticism of pnv, 
visions in the proposed law related to 
detentions and martial bw trials, the 
officials pointed out that the legiste" 
tion has “first of aD to be approved by 
parliament, with amendments if 
necessary.” : 

The legislation will not take auto? 
matte effect once it is approved, he 
emphasised, noting that a cabinet 
reco mm endation ami a royal decree 
was necessary to enact the bw, which 
wifi be used “only at times of extreme 
emergencies, and even at that for 
limited periods.” 

Referring to the Amnesty report’s 
criticism that death penalty was stiQ in 
force in Jordan, the official pointed 
out that the issue of capital punish- 
ment had a “wide, international hi£ 
man aspect and legal dement.” 
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Commission on charter: 
Interaction and debate 


'THE commission entrusted with the m and a t e of 
draftin g national charter has yet to show that it 
fe on schedule or on the right track. Not much has 
been heard from it in terms of progress reports, 
except perhaps for reports on agreement on some 
procedural matters. What is worse, the c mnmfe gd on 
has been conducting its work In isolation from the 

people and away from the nece ss a r y feedback of the 

country. Instead of keeping to themselves their 
difficu lt mission, the members of the commission 
would be better advised to seek public opinion every 
step of the way on every fundamental point or issue 
they are tackling. They have available to them 
many ways to gauge pnbfic sentiment and reaction 
m a scientific manner. Especially, they can always 
conduct polling or sensing of public opinion in a 
manner that commensnrates with the magnitude of 
Sfoeir task. They can lecture the public on their 
opinions in public fora and measure the f ee d b a ck in 
flie most honest and accurate manner. Most of all 
£he members of the commission need to interact and 
debate with the people on aD levels. Perhaps it 
should have been made a point right at the outset 
♦hat fhg commission is not entrusted with drafting 
Sato the national charter their own views only but 
also the views of the people in a balanced and 
harmonious maimer. In this view, it would be a 
good idea for the commission to lurid open session 
meetings on some occasions, at least in order to 
afford the people opportunities to be part of the 
process that is drafting their national charter. 
Otherwise, the entire exercise would be lacking and 
devoid of grassroot support and association. 
Perhaps the honourable members of the commis- 
sson are still thinking off doing just that at the 
appropriate time. Meanwhile the people are still 
waiting for that to happen. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 



Palestinian children, is a clear reflection of the plans concocted by 
the group of murderers and racist ministers who are now at the 
helm of the Israeli society, the paper said. The Israeli troops’ 
attack ou the children was a gift to the new government, blessing 
its policies against the Arabs, and it was a dear message to 
Washington and Moscow, reflecting their impotence in bridling 
Israel and bringing peace closer to the Middle East region and its 
peoples, the paper said. The attack was just the beginning of a 
tong chain of expected atrocities that would put into practice 
Yitzhak Shamir’s plans and reflect his idea of a “greater Israel” 
-and his drive to absorb more Jews to achieve that ambitious 
dream, the paper added. The paper said that the world 
Community which is now involved in thinking of means to protect 
the earth from poDution so as to provide protection to the living 
should take note of what is happening. The papere said: We are 
self-confident and are certain that the Israeli actions are only the 
beginning of the Israeli society’s suidde. 


AL DUSTOUR echoed King Hussein’s words to Soviet envoy 
Vladimir Petrovsky in which he stressed that the fast-moving 
developments in the Middle East were pushing the world towards 
a new precipice. The King criticised the continued Soviet Jewish 
immigration into Palestine which is being falsely conducted under 
the slogan of human rights. This immigration, Ai Dustour said, is 
being done at the expense of the Palestinians who are deprived of 
human rights and being uprooted from their homeland. It said 
that the immigration process was being carried out at a time when 
Zionist leaders are taking a hardened stand with regard to peace 
with the Arabs and with regard to the rights of the Palestinians. It 
is enough to study the statements of Yitzhak Shamir and his 
criminal group to realise the horrible future awaiting this region 
.and its ^people, said the paper. It described these statements as 
representing the drums of war coinciding with the formation of a 
new government whose plans are dear and oriented towards war 
with the Arab Nation. 


SAWT AL SHAAB said in an editorial that the Arabs ought to 
conduct a reassessment of their might and their armed forces at a 
time when the United States continues to offer pledges for the 
defence of the Zionist state. The paper said that Washington has 
been giving assurances to the Jewish state that it will remain the 
'strongest power in the region, acquiring military force equal to 
that owned by all the Arab armies. There is no need for 
Washington to give such promises because Israel as well as the 
Arabs realise this fact since the whole American arsenal has long 
been placed under the Jewish state’s disposal* the paper noted. It 
said that the leaders of the Zionist state realise that they can 
always call upon help from the United States and its Mediterra- 
nean fleet in order to launch farther acts of aggression on Arab 
countries. 


and the Arabs 

What is the (fiffereace between a fine and a circle? 

BY definition, a line is made of successive dots. lt can be straight or 
can be curved, but all lines have a beginning, a length,' a direction^ 
and an end. If one or more of these parameters is rassjng, then we 
are not dealing with a line. r '~-' 

By contrast, a circle has no beginning, no end, and no beading. 
There is no way to know where it starts, where it ends, or in which 
direction it points. If you follow a line of a aide, you revolve. 
Bet bow does writing on a One differ from walking on a circle? 

Simple. If you choose to walk on a line, you usually begin 
somewhere, follow a definite direction, and, after a certain time 
and effort, you cover a distance, and ultimately reach an end. In i 
addition, you can easily check and correct your heading during 
your trip, and you can always see or visualise the aid. 

However, if you happen to walk on a circle, your start and end 
points get so mixed up that you do not know which is which, even if 1 
you try. Of course, ou a circle there is no constant direction, and no 
matter how much effort or time you spend you will invariably go 
back to the same point on the circle. This rotational movement in 
search for an end, will ultimately make you so dizzy, and your 
vision so blurred, that everything around you starts to look very 
hazy. Under these circumstances, most people hang to the circle 
itself for fear of losing the only possible indicator of their 
movement. 

On which of these paths are the Arris walking? 

The answer is: Of course, on a circle because tbe definition 
applies. 

First, everybody has the feeling that, although we keep moving, 
somehow we always find ourselves coming back to tbe starting 
point. Many veteran and objective observers believe they have 
been bearing the same old verbal scenario with rhythmic regularity 
since 1936 or 1948. 

Second, after every “disaster,” and irrespective of its nature, we 
go into the same successive reactions. These reactions are so very 
accurately and efficiently displayed, one cannot avoid wondering if 
they are not the acquired result of repeated past performances. On 
top of that, they have been occuring with such a regularity that one 
tends to conclude that our political movement follows a circular 
pathway. Ask any one over 40, he will reieterate to you the familiar 
pattern easily: 

Somebody steps on our rights. We discover it and we become 
angry. We give it a name like “disaster” or “setback.” Then we call 
on our friends, the whole world and sometimes... our enemies, to 
bring oar rights back to us, nothing happens. We get more angry, 
and complain to the United Nations. We gather enough votes, but 
we also receive an American veto. We are surprised, but we think 
ft was worth die effort, because we discovered — again — that 
America bads brad. Then,) we get very angry, but this time we 
expres s te We break Windows and burn cars — our cars. We also 
fart, and go on strikes. Nothing happens. So, we decide to 
boycott America. We call for a summit, and deride that 
America is our enemy but ... also our friend. We declare that 
tbe summit was a great success, then discover it was not. Nothing is 
left. We start asking for our rights again. But this time, for what is 
left of them, until the next disaster ..., die next veto or the next 
summit. 

This, as everybody knows, has been repeated cyclically over as 
long as I remember. Of course, only if you revolve within a circle 
can you see or enjoy this pattern. 

Third, another obvious reason why we have been moving in a 
circle is the fact that we are suffering from “political dizziness.” 
This is a disease that occurs after prolonged rotation in the same 
place. It is usually accompanied by blurring of vision and 
movement of the aim out of focus. 

After 40 years of continuous spin, our sense of direction has 
become rfistuibed, our vision is not as sharp, and our balance is no 
more steady. These are disturbing by-rpdocuts of moving in a 
circle. However, all these can be easily corrected once, or if tbe 
circle is broken. But what is really frightening is our concomitant 
loss of simple logic. Yes, I believe that during that long and 
frustrating political trip, we have acquired fantastic political 
sophistication, but have lost the simple basics. Otherwise ... how 
can you explain the fact that during our crusade to regain our lost 
land, we lost more of it? And after spending all this money on anus, 
we have little power? And bow do you explain the daily blood we 
shed to change tbe world opinion , and the bloody resistance we 
practice against any change in ourselves?! And, if yon have not 
thought of it yet, bow can any one logically believe that real bullets 
can be fought with simple stones? And if so, for how long? 

There is only one explanation: During 40 years of spin, a new 
dizzy logic has formed. I tend to call it “araJogjc.” It is built on the 
assumption that ... a circle is a curved straight line.! 

Dr. A.R. Malhas 


Canada gets 

constitution deal 
but how long will 
peace last? 


By RosAO Btincb 
Renter 

OTTAWA — At the 11th hour 
Canada's prime minister cobbled 
a constitutional deal to hold tbe 
country together, but whether he 
has bought lasting peace with 
French-speaking Quebec is an 
open question. 

Prime Minister Brian Mul- 
roney and the 10 provincial pre- 
miers on Saturday achieved what 
has eluded other Canadian leaders 
for decades : An agreement to 
make Quebec a willing partner in 
the confederation. 

“This is a happy day for Cana- 
da.” Mulroney said at a signing 
ceremony on Saturday. “We 
should soon be able to turn the 
page on this chapter of constitu- 
tional reform.” 

After countless hours of talks 
that began a week ago, the lead- 
ers reached a compromise only 
days before a deadline to save the 
1987 Meech Lake accord recog- 
nising Quebec as a distinct 
society. 

Newfoundland, New Bruns- 
wick and Manitoba, the provinces 
that had been demanding 
changes, must still ratify the pact 
by June 23. Canada’s other pro- 
vinces have already passed the 
accord. 

If Mulroney, a renowned nego- 
tiator and former labour lawyer, 
had failed there is little doubt the 
country would be hurtling to- 
wards breakup. Quebec said the 
Meech Lake accord represented 


its minimum demands for staying 
within the century-old confedera- 
tion. 

More immediately, Mulroney’s 
conservative government would 
have been hit by a series of 
defections in the large Quebec 
caucus, or parliamentary group, 
if no agreement was reached. 
Many French-Canadian members 
of parliament bad said they would 
leave the government if English 
Canada could not accept Meech 
Lake. 

Canada did not actually have 
its own constitution until eight 
years ago because factions across 
the sprawling country could not 
agree on an amending formula, 
when the constitution was drafted 
in 1982, Quebec refused to sign it 
without special powers to protect 
its French heritage. 

Mulroney came to power in 
1984 promising to end regional 
discontent adn bring Quebec into 
the constitution. In June 1987 in 
an edwardian mansion overlook- 
ing Meech lake in Quebe, Mul- 
roney seemed to have worked out 
a deal to apease Quebec with the 
accord that was signed by all the 
provinces. 

The provinces had until June 
23, 19 90, to ratify the pact, but iu 
the intervening period Canada's 
old English -French rivalry flared. 

After Quebec passed a French- 
only sign law. a string of English 
Canadian communities declared 
themselves English -only and in* 
one demonstration in Ontario the 
Quebec flag was trampled .by a 
fringe English supremacy group. 


By Kathy Wilhelm 

• The Associated Press 

ULAN BATOR, Mongolia — 
The music takes on a- Latin beat. 
Tbe dancers glue their bodies 
together. They are doing — yes, 
the Lambada, tbe provocative 
Brazilian dance that is the rage 
in the West. 

The Lambada? In Ulan Bator? 
In Mongolia? 

“Why not?” said Suhjargal- 
maa, a top editor at the official 
Montsame News Agency. “We 
knew about tbe Beatles as soon as 
they appeared.” 

Not only the Beatles, but such 
rock and pop stars as Prince, Pink 
Floyd, Phil Collins and Paula 
Abdul have big followings among 
the hip urban youth of this com- 
munist-ruled shepherding nation. 
Tapes are carried in from Eastern 
Europe, for decades Mongolia’s 
door to the world. 

But now, with the cold war 
receding into history and Mongo- 
lia learning glasnost and peres- 
troika from its Soviet mentor, 
Mongolians are eager for direct 
contact with the non-socialist 
world. 

“If you were to stand here and 
shout out that you are an Amer- 
ican, probably a lot of people 
would crowd around just to see 
what you are like.” said mytrans- 
lator, Orgfl, a 27-year-old Fore- 
ign Ministry worker who learned 
his fluent English in Moscow. 
Like most Mongolians, he uses 
only one name. 

After decades of letting in but a 
few Western journalists, the 
Foreign Ministry welcomed 
dozens early this year to witness 
Mongolia’s first steps towards 
multi-party elections expected 
this summer. 

It drafted nearly every English 
speaker in Ulan Bator to serve as 
translators, and set up special 
phone and telex lines that eased, 
bat (fid not eliminate, problems 
in contacting the outside world. It 
even arranged news conferences 
with tbe country’s new opposition 
parties. 

Geographically, historically 
and politically, Mongolia still 
hovers in uncharted territory be- 
tween its Stalinist past and 
hoped-for democratic future. 

It stands along the Chinese- 
Soviet border where it harbours 
the Gobi Desert. Long under 
Chinese influence, it slipped into 
the Soviet sphere relatively re- 
cently. Historic home of the 
Mongol hordes that swept 
Europe, it uses the Greek-de- 
rived Cyrillic alphabet of the Sla- 
vic countries and the Soviet Un- 
ion. Contradictions abound. 
They always have. 

For example, among our trans- 
lators were several people identi- 
fied by their colleagues or opposi- 
tion party members as having 
secret police connections. 

The words “long live the 
Mongolian People's Revolution- 
ary Party," the formal name of 
the communists, still dominate a 
hillside over Ulan Bator in 
metres-high stone letters — evi- 
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dence that tbe party believes in 
loosening up but not giving up. 

The close Soviet-bloc tie is 
another part of tbe past that 
won't easily be erased. It is 
stamped on the face of Ulan 
Bator — in tbe stolid Soviet-style 
buildings, tbe central square that 
imitates Red Square, the Soviet- 
made Volga and Lada cars. 

It was tbe Soviets who taught 
Mongolians to eat potatoes mid 
bread and drink vodka with their 
traditional mutton. Television 
viewers can pick from Mongolia’s 
one station or the Soviet channel. 
Almost all trade is with the Soviet 
Union or its other allies — shops 
sell Czech beer, Bulgarian pickle 
relish and East German fashion 
magazines. 


stares, poor service and hissed 
obscenities directed at them. 

“People are fed up” with ev- 
eiytbing Soviet, one local resi-. 
dent said. Mongolians are revel- 
ing in a new surge of nationalism 
with Genghis Khan, the 13th- 
centnry warrior king*, as their 1 
hero. 

Two hit rock songs sing Khan’s 
praises. Artists and scholars re- 
cently formed a society called 
“Genghis Khan's Tent” to revive 
traditional culture. A taxi driver 
pasted a colour picture _of Gen- 
ghis Khan like a holy card on the 
dashboard of his Soviet: Sedan/; 

Hie party newspaper, Unen, 
now prints its name in Mongolia’s 
ancient script as well as in the 
Cyrillic lettlers forcibly intro- 
duced in the 1940s. Schools' offer 


Kipling said they would never meet, but in 
Mongolia East and West swirl together and. met; 
and form a most exotic brew. This land of the' 
hordes that once swept Europe is swept itself with 
Western culture. Mongolia, it seems, would be all 
things to all people. Even a democracy. 


The blond men dancing with 
the lonely wives of Soviet soldiers 
in tbe hotel Ulan Bator's bar are 
Polish, Ukrainian and East Ger- 
man black marketeers, profiting 
from the shortages left by state- 
planned economies up and down 
the trans-Siberian railroad. They 
bring Chinese consumer goods to 
Ulan Bator, and Mongolian cash- 
mere to Moscow. 

The East bloc connection has 
Europeanised Urban Mongo- 
lians, giving them a cosmopolitan 
air absent from the neighbouring 
socialist capitals of Beijing and 
Pyongyang. Nowhere in Beijing 
is there a bartender like bow-tied 
Arslan of the Hotel Ulan Bator, 
who serves up nightly political 
commentary in English, German, 
Russian and a little Japanese. 

For this European Polish, Suh- 
jarlgalmaa said Mongolians 
should be grateful to former dic- 
tator Yumjaagiyn Tsedenbal, 
who married a Soviet woman and 
made Mongolian-Soviet 
friendship a matter of dogma. 
But hers is a minority view. 

My chief concern on tbe streets 
was not to be mistaken for a 
Russian, so as to avoid the cold 


night courses in the oki script to 
young' adults raised on Cyrillic. 

Some observers wonder . if the: 
government is encouraging tradi- 
tionalism to divert attention from: 
modem problems, such as econo- 
mic stagnation and rising crime. - 

A leading economist disclosed 
in April that more than half -of 
Mongolia’s two milli on people 
earn only the minimum wage of 
260. tugriks 'a month, of less — 
about $46. . . * ' 

Industrial production fell early 
in the year as workers took 
advantage of the political thaw to 
stage slowdowns and illegal' 
strikes. Housing, consumer goods 
and even meat, one of Mongolia’s 
chief products, are perennially in 
short supply. 

“Sometimes in summer we can’t 
get meat for two or three weeks,” 
said Grig, a retired teacher in the 
tiny rural town of Hugar, south- 
west of Ulan Bator. He said the 
town hopes to open a free market 
soon, adding, “this will help solve 
tbe shortages.” 

But even Ulan Bator's twice- 
weekly free market offers slim 
pickings to the thousands who 
visit it. They file hopefully past 


stalls .that display small heaps of 
salvaged 'screws and tote, rusty 
■ saws /and screwdrivers,' tome- . 

- made picture . frames. . and; a 
broken television valuable for^ts 

.-parts. : > *'.- ' ... . ,:Sr- : ~r 

- JVIost of . tbe customers 

_ from neartty; settlements ofshai£ 
-ties and gejre — tradition al fel^ 
tents biown better fo the West try 
-their Turkish name, yurts. Stark = 
and colomihss, the ger-towns 
stretch across treeless, grasslesS 
lulls’ on 'Ulan Bator’s, fringes; ■"i 
. Chilthen play ball m'thecfirt. 
Residents carry buckets tii - com- 
munal faucets buitdig -their* bwb 
toilets sometimes badly; -as 
small rivutets of lealripg sewage 
testify. * "* V; 

S mall wonder; that - the' ger- 
' towns are tfie cradle - cff'ybetfi 
gangs with nam^ Hke the “Gray 
Wolves,” that fight each other 
and are bfaniedibr arecedt surge 
in muggingstod rapes. Foreign 
Ministry staff -waraed me againsf 
wa lking alone at night, even in 
tfie city centre.; T ‘ -f 

NcattoritoTtilmgparty tor the 
half-ck^CTnewoppositiongronps 
has offered a practical bhjeprifft 
for dealing wiffi;theto econoink 
.and soc^ probleins.:--;; 1.. / 

Political wrangling ha^ 
absorbed much, of their energies! 
Already -the; leading, opposition 
group,- tbe Mongolian Democra- 
tic Assoqtation .ato its affiliated 
party , has purged Jts top ranks 
twice amid charges of personal 
ambition. 

. • Rural dwellers make up only 37 
per cent of Mongolia's popula- 
tion. fait in this summers legisla- 
tive e lections they will hsiVe the 
decisive say. The. ruling party, 
strongest in tto -countryside, rd-; 
centiy gave them itorelegislative 
seats'' 'than dty dwellers. ;f 

How much they understand or 
care about the recent political 
changes remains to to seen. 

I asked Gonchig, a 61-year-old - 
semi-nomadic herder in rural 
Uvurhangai province, what he 
thought of the opposition hunger- 
strike in March that forced the 
Communists to give up their con*-, 
stitntional hold on power. 

“We understood that it wasrft 
that they didn't have enough to 
eat, that they were making poli- 
tical demands,” Gonchig ..said, 
chuckling. “Of course, to some 
extent they are crazy." ^ 
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LOVERS from Tint vredkmd along tbm shorn of tbm 
sm bm b m mt b Mount CmrmmL Tbm motor roam and 
pMith m i thmghln*. f oot. Jmm!ous,hmr young maun told 
-tbm. water to stop. Tbm motor roam again to touch 
hoar foot and this thorn hmr low gavm no training^ ha 
puBmd out ids gun and shot at tbm ama. 

Since this story took place, the people of Tira, a village on 
Mount Carmel, have been known as those who shot at the 
sea. 


By Mariam M. Sbahhx 

Jordan Time- Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — From time im- 
memorial ; there seems to 
have been something synony- 
mous about poetry and 
Arabs. What exactly it is, no 
one knows for sure. All agree' 
bowever,~that history in prose 
and poetry that came from the 
Semitic tribes of Arabia are as 
old as its peoples * civilisation ; 

Arab poets recorded dis- 
putes, wars , friendships , so- 
cial customs, legendary love 
stories and even the thoughts 
of philosophers and other 
sjen of learning, hi fact poets 
in Prerlslamic - Period, je-. 
corded, most of onr history in 
their Versea*; ! •' ,• 

!Bnt whiieihostof the- Arab 
regjbn T frqm the Atlantic to 
the Indian Ocean, has come 
into ;t6e;. 21st century with 
typewritets and word-proces- 
sors, thepoemhas changed its 
pdace wkboutlosing its poten- 
cy and vital importance in the 
daily Svtk oithe Arab people. 

; ' Haidar Mahmoud is. ah epi- 
tome of contemporay Arab 
poets.' who have kept their 
place as. messengers to their 
people and their rulers alike. 
He has written .what often, 
could nqt/^be said jmder a 
restrictive political and social 
system. But the fact that bis 
message has always managed 


to reach the “ masses ” means 
- that no system, no matter how 
restrictive or dosed, has been 
able to carted the impact of 
"the poem”. The poet and his 
art have thus outlived all 
other forms of communication 
in Arabia. 

In fact Mahmoud points out 
that there is a Phenomenon 
particular to Arab poetry 
which is that “because the 
language has not been 
changed, a poem written 2000 
years ago can still be read 
today. The message and the 
language has remained the 
same. “ - 

Mahmoud, a former direc- 
tor of culture, writes poena 
on subjects ranging from in- 
ternal Jordanian politics to 
Ara b unity, from massacres of 
Palestinians to social issues 
everywhere. 

In short, his poems reflect 
the realities of the Arab 
World in recent history, as 
much as old Arab poetry re- 
sected the realities of Arab 
Sfe before and after the 
Prophet Mohammad. 

Bom in 1938, Mahmoud 
attended the Freres school in 
bis parental hometown of 
Tira , a village in Mount Car- 
mel. After the state of Israel 
was created on the parts of 
Palestine which was home to 
Mahmoud's family they came 
to Jordan and settled here. 


“In 1948, when we came to 
Amman , my experience with 
poetry began, ” Mahmoud re- 
members. “It grew out of the 
pain, the explosive pain and 
disillusionment which we all 
felt. I began to write about my 
home town, the sea and the 
mountains which were our 
frontiers and from which we 
were exiled.” 

Mahm oud feels that the 
economic and social changes 
which came about as a result 
of the diaspora also gave fuel 
to the poetry which Palesti- 
nians in particular were writ- 
ing. “ While other Arab poets 
wrote about the political, 
military and national humilia- 
tion which the Arabs suffered 
as a result of the 1948 disas- 
ter,” Mahmoud says, ‘Vie 
Palestinians expressed the 
pain of social and economic 
dislocations as well as the 
realities of the physical, geog- 
raphic and political changes 
that they have had to face. ” 

“We left with the clothes on 
our back, never to return,” 
Mahmoud recalls. “1 went 
from an eh'te private school to 
a simple school. My family 
were no longer comfortable 
middle class citizens but on 
the verge of poverty. All these 
factors affected our phsyche, ” 
he maintains. 

After school, little Haidar 
worked at a construction site 
and at night he wrote bis 
poetry. By the time he was in 
his early 20’s he was pub- 
lishing in Jordan, Syria, Egypt 
and Lebanon. 

“At 19 the poet answers 
questions before asking 
them,” be says. “Inhis2Q’s he 
will question and answer. In 
his 30’s be will only ask. This 


gradual development of his 
thought process will be re- 
flected in a poet's work. I 
believe it was reflected in 
mine,” Mahmoud says. 

While talking about bis ex- 
perience, Mahmoud never 
fails to refer to the people of 
Tira. “You see we are moun- 
tain people and mountain 
people are best at singing, 
dancing and writing poetry. 
During the time of hardship 
their joyful moods take on a 
fighting spirit. It is the law of 
the nature of the mountain 
people. ” 

“We are the people who are 
known throughout history as 
those who shot at the sea in a 
moment of passion 
Mahmoud says. 

. Although Mahmoud spent 
most of his life working as a 
print journalist in Jordan and 
Beirut and as a television and 
radio commentator in Am- 
man, his poems served as 
lyrics for many Arab singers 
and are still taught in Jordan 's 
public schools. 

“Onr poetry cannot die be- 
cause we live it and children at 
school sit in silence only dur- 
ing their poetry class, because 
when the poet speaks, every- 
one even children listen/* 
Haidar says confidently. 

• Mahmoud wrote two music- 
als, one in the 1960's and the 
other in the 1970s. Both were 
heavily censored and short 
lived because of their strong 
political and social criticisms 
at a tune when criticism was 
not easily digested. 

The future of Arabic 

Mahmoud believes that the 
Arabic language and culture 



have “two permanent bank 
accounts” and as such are 
“unlikely to go bankrupt or 
diminish in popularity despite 
the strong influence of West- 
ern culture on our lives. ” 

“Our language is our cul- 
ture and it will remain strong 
because of two important fac- 
tors, ” be says. “ The first fac- 
tor is the Koran, the other is 
the continual growth of 
poerty.” 

The mate h that tit 
the Game 

Last spring Mahmoud 
wrote a poem — what he calls 
a political poem, in which be 
openly criticised the practices 
of the government of former 
Prime Minister Zeid Rifas. 
After reading the poem to a 
public gathering in the north- 
ern Jordanian city of Irbid, 
over 1/2 mtiftdn copies of the 
poem circulated in Jordan in 
less than a week , according to 


Mahmoud. The day after the 
poetry reading, Mahmoud 
was tired from his government 
post but the message spread. 
Mahmoud calls that poem 
“the match that started the 
tire.” Shortly afterwards the 
events in the south took sway 
over the country and the rest 
is history now. 

Presently, as in bygone 
days, poetry is a reflection of 
the realities we live in. “A 
message for both the ruled 
and the rulers. Its role is very 
unlikely to change — at least 
not in Arabia Mahmoud 
says. 

Today, Mahmoud, having 
been reinstated as cultural 
advisor to the prime minister, 
continues to put poetry above 
everything else; the people of 
Jordan, Palestinians and 
many others in the Arab 
World, continue to enjoy his 
poetry, whether they are 
sung, read or redted. 


Education instead of imprisonment 


An experiment with young offenders »t Liineburg 


. h • J. v vV • By Maria Frise 

THE KATZENSTRASSE in Luheburg is a narrow alley 
behind the town bah, not far from the court and the nearby 
prison with its small barred windows. The college of adult 
■ education is only a few bouses further. The unemployed get 
■together at a new brick budding diagonally opposite. No. 3 
is. au older inconspicuous house winch provides a home for 
aids counselling and other social services as well as for the 
“Oife Project ”... 

;• Xip the Grst-Bdar tiat ten big youngsters are just patting 
on their white gear for karate training. Twice a week they 
foQow the strict rules of such combat, guided by a sports 
teacher. They themselves sanded and varnished the 
wooden floor in. this large bare room. They also painted 
black Asiastic symbols on the whitewashed walls. One of 
them signifies “The Way is the. Objective ^ 

This karate course is part of the “ non-restdential social 
and educational provisions for young offenders” as an 
alternative to detention and prison. There are s imilar 
“projects” in piany other towns in the Federal Republic — 
four hundred and more by now: Judges, lawyers, court 
officials, and social workers have combined efforts to find 
backers and are now attempting to find new ways of 
rehabilitating youngsters who have committed offences. 

What they expect and demand doesn’t seem to be much. 
Youngsters must come to the K at ze n straBeat a fixed time 
twice a week for half a year. They can choose between 
karate, ' carpentry and turning, or repairing bikes and 
scooters. Some of them feel so much at home here that they 
bring along friends or girl-friends, which is very much 
welcomed since the objective is integration of these young 
offenders into a normal existence, not their isolation. 

These youngsters often come to the KatzeostraBe for 
kmgex than the haff year required by the courts They make ■ 
themselves comfortable in the soft armchairs and. sofas 
abandoned: by the- affluent, use the telephone, play 
table~tennis, or go swimming. One sixteen year-old said 
that he wouldn't be afefe lo keep going without this 
substitute for the happy family existence he never had. He 
has big plans- too. He wants to complete secondary - 
schooling in adult education courses and then start on an 
apprenticeship. V. * V.--.Y V- 


Most of the youngsters at the KatzenstraBc have already 
been in trouble several times. Theft, breaking into cars, 
driving without a licence, and assault are the most frequent 
offences. Wanting to have something, to be part of what’s 
happening, and to be accepted through taking what one 
needs — those are the impulses. 

All of these kids have a very difficult background and 
everyday surroundings. The majority didn’t have any land 
of protective home, and some grew up in various institu- 
tions from which they time and again ran away. Only a few 
completed secondary modem or special school, and started 
on some apprenticeship. Without work and lacking any 
firm commitment or perspective in an achievement- 
oriented society, they've got used to hanging around and 
wandering about Some of them have first-band experience 
of shelters for the homeless and detention centres. 1 

Not even advocates of tough treatment continue to 
maintain that sending young people to penial institutions 
prevents further criminality . Investigations tend In fact, to 
demonstrate the opposite. Criminality among the young 
isn’t always the beginning of a life beyond the law . It may 
also be just a pasting episode. In the early stages the 
chances of exerting a positive influence by way of practical 
educational assistance are quite good . 

Education instead of punishment has been the slogan for 
decades, but it’s scarcely possible to educate people for 
freedom when they are confined. Detention centres for the 
young may no longer look like the sombre dungeons of the 
turn of the century, but behind prison wads there still 
prevails a brutal society where die stronger rules and 
oppresses, imposing his own laws on the weaker and 
defenceless. As soon as youngsters are out of prison again, 
most of them — having acquired a few more tricks and 
criminal skills — take up their antisocial career again, 
expecting that they’ll get away with it. 

The alternative projects were set up to break this vicious 
circle, to prevent repeated offences, and to give essential 
assistance to those previously deprived. The dedicated staff 
cautiously attempt to make up for developmental depriva- 
tion and to compensate for wrong developments, encourag- 
ing socially desirable, behaviour, strengthening self-assur- 
ance, and opening up the possibility of a prison-free 


existence. 

Obviously, such an objective can’t be achieved just like 
that, and there are almost daily setbacks and disappoint- 
ments. Much patience is neede to gain the confidence of 
youngsters who have had more than enough negative 
experiences of the adult world and bourgeois society. 

The staffer the Katzenstrafre — two full-time and up to 
six part-time — accompany youngsters to the employment 
exchange and vocational guidance sessions, help till out 
forms, and talk to parents, apprentices' masters, or lawyers 
and judges in case something has “happened” again. For 
weeks a student fetched bis charge from home every 
morning and took him to school until the boy had finally 
learnt to get up on time and no longer played truant from 
lessons. 

“ Diversion ” is the name given to an increasingly 
frequently practiced attempt at avoiding court proceedings 
as Jar as possible id the case of min or offences. The 
intention is that such lesser misdemeanours sbouki be dealt 
with at a lower ' level. Most young offenders have pro- 
nounced sense. of right and wrong, but if months pass 
■ between an offence and appearance in court, remorse and 
.regret evaporate. 

Confrontation with the victims often exerts an education- 
al impact on the culprit. Social workers call tbi s a 
settlement between perpetrator and victim, the “hand- 
shake project ”, since this confrontation really shook! be at 
close quarters. The younger thief, for instance, must 
apologise to the person from whom he has stolen, so far as 
possible making good the damage done. 

There are considerable differences in the way an offence 
is treated from land to land, from town to town. If a 
youngster is caught with a joint in Hamburg, the policeman 
usually silently stubs out the offending object and gives the 
kid. a warning. In the nearby ehstrict of Winsen, the young 
hash smoker can reckon with a . court case. 

Between 87 and 92 per cent of those released from youth 
detention centres commit new offences, whereas only 21 
per centof the kids involved in the Liineburg project lapse 
again — Frankfurter; Allgememe Zeitung. 


THE RECENT (June 9) changes in government posts 
came not as a surprise (since they bad been expected and 
talked about a lot in advance) but as a “shock” to most 
observers. What is “ shocking ” about them , seasoned 
observers say, is, first, the scope of the changes ; and, 
second, their quality and durability. Neither were 
apparently satisfactory. “For one thing, the changes were 
to have been much more sweeping, but that did not 
happen, and this was the fust disappointment, ” a political 
activist said. “On the other band, it was the wrong man in 
the wrong place — totally , ” he added. “ The government 
wanted to get rid of one particular senior ofSdal,” a 
member of parliament said . “ Instead of retiring him, they 
appointed him secretary-general of an important ministry, ” 
the disgruntled deputy added. “ What kind of change is 
this?” he asked. A government insider cited the example of 
a secretary-general who would on ly accept a certain post if 
he was to be moved from his beloved ministry. “Apparent- 
ly he was the sole official who was consulted and listened to 
in the whole ‘musical chairs' episode the insider said. 
“The rest were simply told to move, and they did.” 
Practically, the story ends here, and there seems to be no 
farther changes in the offing — not for now at least. 
However, deputies, activists, and observers continue to 
describe the reshuffle as disappointing, if not outright 
wrong, in their political salons; and , as far as they are 
concerned, the unravelling of the story of changes has 
hardly begun in order for it to stop anywhere near here. 


IN THE bulid-up to the stage of reducing government 
expenditures, many cultural and educational attaches 
serving abroad have been called back home. To further this 
effort, several correspondents of Petra , the Jordanian 
News Agency, have also been recalled from a number of 
Arab capitals. Some hailed this latest move as good and 
necessary, not only because taxpayers could save some 
money that way, but also because few Petra correspondents 
abroad took their jobs seriously and reported on events 
other than Jordanian ambassadors meeting medium-level 
officials in their respective bases of work. So far, so good. 
But what about poor souls who have just been assigned 
abroad? Last week one of them complained that for him to 
accept hi s new assignment in bis Arab capital, he had to 
retire his wife from public service in Jordan, rent his 
apartment back home and sign a three-year lease for his 
new fiat in bis new Arab base and move his children from 
schools here to schools there. The poor hack understood 
our officials' urge to send him bade. “But does the 
government understand the situation that Tm left in?” he 
asked. If bureaucracy could understand human concern, 
the answer would be yes of course. If it does not, well ... 
who would help him? 


YET ANOTHER veteran diplomat is ending his tour of 
duty in Jordan. Mr. Yancho Demirev, Bulgaria's ambassa- 
dor to Jordan since 1986, is finishing up his four-year term 
in the Kingdom and will be going back to base in Sofia. 
Demirev, who speaks Arabic fluently, having served as 
ambassador to Sudan for six years and earlier as attache to 
Syria and Iraq, will be leaving towards the end of July and 
will be missed by the many friends that he and Mrs. 
Demirev have made during their stay here. “ I leave this 
country with the fondest of memories,” the ambassador 
says, expressing special regard to Jordanian officials and 
people and bis pleasure over the development of relations 
between Bulgaria and Jordan. “ I want to express my best 
wishes to the people of Jordan and to all my Jordanian 
friends,” he says. Mr. and Mrs. Demirev will be looking 
forward to reuniting with their two children, a boy and a 
girl, and their grandchild. “There will also be a lot of 
political developments to watch (back home),” says the 
ambassador, who will be waiting in the wings for another 
assignment abroad. Will it be in the Middle East again? 
Maybe, given his great talent with the language and 
experience in the Arab World. But what about Mrs. 
Demirev? “ Not in the Middle East ; certainly not alter 
Jordan , ” she says privately. “It was so nice here that any 
new base would have to be as good. ” Hopefully. 


THE FOREIGN press community in Jordan is losing one 
of its veteran members who seems to have been lured away 
from Jordanian hospitality by the prospect of Mexican food 
and a chance to practise Spanish first hand. John Rice; 
Associated Press correspondent in Amman for the past five 
years, is packing bis bags to leave for Mexico by the middle 
of next month. Although John thinks that the prospect of 
living in Mexico “is fascinating,” he still feels “sad about 
leaving the Middle East. ” But then John does not let his 
feelings of sadness overcome his » making optimism. 
Through the letter, he finds a way to add pleasure to blues. 
“It is good to feel sad about leaving the Middle East,” he 
says. In Mexico, John will be joining a larger AP office staff, 
and expects that the atmosphere will be “ much more 
foreign than in Jordan. ” To John Rice, we say good luck in 
bis new assignment. “Old hacks never die,” John. 


THE SEASON of comings and goings may well be at its 
peak, it can be said. But it is by no means confined to 
diplomats and English-speaking journalists. Alain Renon , 
the editor of the Jordan Times’ weekly French edition, has 
left us for home after a 14-month stint on the job. Alain, 
being the shy and quiet guy he always appeared to be, 
refused to hear or give speeches during the dinner party 
that was thrown in honour by the Jordan Times’ staff just 
before he left. His excuse was apparently that not many 
among bis colleagues would have understood him if he had 
to speak, in French of course. Jean-Marc Bordes, Renon's 
successor on the French pages, had arrived only a few days 
before Alain left, but he's promising that . there will be 
better coordination and cooperation among the English- 
and the French-reading pages at the Jordan Times. Alain is 
back in Paris now, reunited with his girl friend, Florence 
Monteil, who bad also worked for the Jordan Times under 
Alain, and Jean-Marc is settling nicely and quickly in 
Amman. Bonne chance to both of them. 
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JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKL Y PREVIEW 


Thursday, June 14 


sentences Robert to death . , 


e civilisation o 


$•30 Different World 

Denise is dead worried ab- 
put having to read some- 
thing before her classroom 
but with a little help from 
friends and some hard 
labour she conquers all. 

8:55 Dolphin Cove 

£ American dolphin resear- 
cher Michael has landed the 
Assignmen t of bis dreams 
but leaving the land of video 
games and fast food for life 
'down under isn't exactly 
What his two children bad in 
mind. 

9:45 News m English 


1030 World Cup 

Italy vs. U.S.A 

?il:45 Movie of the Week 
jjtffe White lies 

" A doctor and a cop meet 
.■on a plane bound for Rome 
'i-r- they fall in love and both 
Iconceal their true identity 
Zhut in the end they End out 
'.'about their professions and 
j remain in love. 

f. Friday , June IS 






fKf-W 




Saturday, June 16 

830 Empty Nest 
Love is Blind 
Barbara dates ‘ Alan a 
blind man, an experience. 
She does not repeat. Carol 
disagrees and tries him her- 
self only to realise that Bar- 
bara was right. 

930 Encounter 

930 Classical Musk 


830 Didi's Comedy Show 9.45 News in 


£- Didi Ends himself in- 
; volved in a robbery he 
tlnows nothing about. The 
police are after him and he is 
.after the gang to clear him- 
rseif. 

£r 

; 8:55 Beauty and the Beast 

j£. Gabriel keeps Vincent 
: alive in captivity for the sake 

■ of the baby ... Vincent is 
: uncooperative. Diana and 
• Vincent's friends save every- 

■ one and kill Gabriel. 

f 9:45 News m E ngH*h 

1030 World Cop 

> West Germany vs. UAE 


1030 World Cup 

England vs. Netherlands 

11:45 ABo Atto 
The Gestapo and the 
stormtroopers are still after 
the downed British pilots in 
occupied France. They even 
compete for the honour of 
catching them first. 

Sunday, June 17 

830 Hey Dad 


Daddy believes that rob- 
bers are invading the neigh- 
bourhood. So he changes 
the locks of the house and 


'** IfV- V 

organises a vigilante group. 
You can imagine the rest. 

9:10 Global Report 
VaBey of Dope 

Children dying of mal- 
nutrition by the thousands 
is a familiar phenomenon in 
the Third World. UNICEF 
cooperation with the villa- 
gers have found a very sim- 
ple cure. 

9:45 News in 

1030 World Cup 

Belgium vs. Uruguay 

Monday, June 18 

830 Perfect Strangers 
BeBo BaB 

It is golf tune again; Balki 
is playing against Ids girl- 
friend's father. Larry advises 
Balki to lose and Balki does 
exactly the opposite and ten- 
sion runs high. 

835 BBad Faith 

More dramatic events un- 
fold. Robert asks his son to 
lie in bis favour in court but 
is turned down. The court 


9:45 News in English 

1030 World Cop 

Argentina vs. Romania 

Tuesday, June 19 

8:30 Charles in Charge 

Chaos rules the house 
when the children decide 
not to abide by any rules and 
even ask Charles not to in- 
terfere. But soon wake up to 
the reality that life without 
order is no life at all. 

9:10 A Horseman Riding By 
The Profiteers 

The war affects people 
differently. There are those 
who opposed the war and 
there are opportunists. Our 
Cradock joins the army and 
turns his property over to 
the needy. 

9 35 fle ws in Ea&kh 

1030 World Cup 

Italy vs. USSR 

Wednesday, June 20 

830 Golden Girls 
Whose Face is This Anyway? 

Blanche is having prob- 
lems with the way she looks 
especially when her friends 
look younger. So she de- 
cides on a beautification 
surgery but something hap- 
pens and she changed her 
mind. 

9:10 Nuclear Age 
Education of R. McNamara 

J.F. Kennedy appoints 
Robert McNamara secretary 
of defence, who immediate- 
ly surrounds himself with 
top-notch advisors and 
transforms the U.S. nuclear 
strategy. 

9:45 News m E ogteh 

1030 World Cap 

Brazil vs. Scotland 


Weekend Crossword 


Edited by Herb Ettenson 


Literally 
By Olive Dunn 


1 Bible book. abbr. 

34 Make 

71 "The Bells” poet 

87 Expensive 

5 — as (tor 

reservations 

72 Shtpwocm 

99 Region ot 

example) 

36 True 

73 Demesne 

China 

9 TX city 

38 Com unit 

75 Venomous 

100 Head. Fr. 

13 Ninnies 

41 Liability 

snakes 

102 Sty? 

18 Mrs Charles 

45 Summons 

79 Financial 

107 Shoote 

19 Stratagem 

47 Busybody 

managers 

110 Ardor 

20 Peart Mosque 

48 Hole — lace) 

81 Varnish source 

112 Hopelessness 

site 

50 Impiovt&es 

82 Walking — 

H3 Island republic 

21 Skirt 

52 Parents 

(dated) 

1 14 wrestler's 

22 Pteroid 

54 Gnads-io-be 

83 Taunting 

g*»P 7 

23 Valid 

55 Intricate plot 

exclamation 

116 Concerning 

evidence’ 

56 Micttolangeto 

84 - Lanka 

117 Tree ol the 

25 Scorch 

work 

85 Caught 

WfCh 1 amity 

26 Speiunkers? 

57 Harassed 

86 Cod 

118 Fund 

28 Exhausts 

60 Exit 

87 Sp. bulls 

119 Bare 

29 Dally 

61 Play tor time 

90 Mailed 

120 Fastened 

30 Vibrations 

62 Lawlessness 

92 Prescribed 

121 Predatory bird 

31 Stable staple 

63 Recent 

amount 

•22 Church section 

32 Thespian 5 

64 Gruesome 

93 Presided over 

123 Godot war 

milieu 

discovery’ 

94 Roses men 

124 Being 


□OWN 

1 Make mio law 

2 Heliacal 

3 Qossoeam 

4 Seraglio 

5 Palion 

fi Eskimo knife 

7 Apartment 
complex 

8 Fieshwaiei 
polyps 

9 Note sounded to 
signal attack 

10 UieraiY conllici 

1 1 Testy reminder? 
1C Doit 

13 Ladles of 
fashion? 
la Sheep-lltie 
15 Throe 
IB Advantage 
17 Man Of vision 
23 Goat anletopes 


34 Trails 
27 Gang 
29 HoosenoW 
sp*rt( 

33 Surpasses 
33 Dressing gown 
37 Put torth 
3B Cryptogram 
39 Responsibility 
JO "Porgy and — ■■ 
at Bounces 

42 Works on tarts 

43 Desolate 

44 Appellation 
46 Claw 

49 Neither fistt 
— fowl 

St Man at bat’ 

S3 Arab 

57 Conson 

58 Source ot 
vigor 


Diagramless i*»t9. By cm* set. « nr 


ACROSS 

1 Surrounded by 
5 Total production 
In a year abbr. 

8 Pins leature 

S Paddle 

10 Horse feature 

11 Norse god 

13 Fish-eating 
eagle 

14 Coin 

15 Spotted 

16 Finish-line 
marker 


DOWN 

1 Dull pains 

2 Mary or Roger 

3 A hole - 

4 Serving to 
prat eel 

5 Esther Rolls 
sitcom 

0 First name in 

g innaslics 
ess with 
exaggerated 
cate 

12 Once called 
17 — Disney 


17 Hospital 
sections 

22 Use the slopes 
24 Hawaiian 
dance 

28 Approximately 

29 a Camera” 

30 Warning 
32 Unties 

34 Panorama 
38 Gandhi's country 
37 Low man on 

the — 


18 Peek — 

19 Cheer 

20 One-time 
actress Elaanora 

21 Dam up 

23 Chlang — shek 

24 Narrow margin 

25 Arm bone 

26 Actor Alan 

27 Song 
31 Month 
33 TiH 

35 The Berlin — 

38 Have debts 


59 Aquarium lish 

60 Lamprey 

63 Cpis or sgts 

65 Dawn goddess 

66 Ger. gentlemen 

67 Whirled 
66 — days 

(formative 
penodt 
€9 So month 
70 Volumes 

74 Torment 

75 Winy remarks 

76 Celebes ot 

77 Trade center 
7B Musical calf for 

an encore 

79 Bnef 8 fay- 0 *ar? 

80 Convex moldings 
B3 Indian 

85 Hung around 

68 Orifice 


40 Justice — 
O'Connor 

43 Reverence 

44 Untruth 

45 House and (and 
51 Conductor's yell 

57 Turn inside out 

58 Plant 

60 Bloom 

61 — Antoinette 

62 — dlsant (so- 

called) 

63 Fresh air 


39 Wife of 
Jacob 

41 Zllcn 

42 Unheeding 

45 Skirt bottom 

46 Egg-shaped 

47 Nothing but 

48 — go twagh! 

49 Proofreader's 
mark 

50 IA City 

51 “Speak soilly 
and carry — * 

52 Shapeless mass 


69 Grim 

91 Ribs 

95 Weights abbr 

96 Token of 
inlamy 

98 Legal thing 

99 Weary 

101 Anesthetic 

103 Flood 

MJ4 Reluge 

105 Ceremonies 

106 Wear away 
gradually 

107 Impediment 

108 Gloomy 
atmosphere 

109 Curt 

111 Experts 

114 Place to< 
convalescence 

115 Forty-miter's 
quest 


64 Furnished 

65 Alcotl gul 

66 Under 

67 Choir votce 
70 Rebuff 

74 Actress Gart 

75 Roman dress 

76 Right away 

77 Eye part 

78 Deer 

79 Briton or Gaul 

80 Reco.Js 

81 Leg Joint 


53 Leak Slowly 

54 Desenai's 
letters 

55 Gambling 
town 

56 Attracted 

59 Fish eggs 

67 One — time 

68 Ivan ol 
tnnnls 

69 Band 

71 Actress Sophia 

72 Quick-witted 

73 Glue 


mmmm mail aaaaa 

jiii ana jbbbb 


auHau simmmmm nmmmmm 
amna aaaa aaaaa 
aaaa aaaaBBBB aaa 
aaaa aaaa jbbbb aaflflB 
aaBflafl aaa jbb jbbbb 
aBBBfl aBBflaaBB aBBBBB 
ABBBB aBBBBB aflfl B 
aflBflaflflBBBBaaBBBaaa I 
aflfl aBBBBB aflBBa 
aaaaaa aaBBBBBB aBBBfl 
aaflflfl aiB aflfl aBBBBB 
aaflflB aaaaa aaaa jbbb 
aflfl aaaflflflfla aaaa 

aBBBfl Hflfla ElflflfiBiH 
yyyflBB mmmmmm bbbbbbb 

JBBBB UflflflflflflHflfl JBBB 
aBBBfl JBBB JBBB JBBB 
aBBBfl HBflfl JBflfl BBflfl 


Last Week’s Cryptograms 

1. One who would buy cosily perfume from bhtk market cut wind up 
paying through the nose. 

2. Shy child avoided kiss of elderly relative. Ponr kid didn't like lo feel 
henpecked- 

3. Radio coverage was not as effective as TV showing of the rodeo. 

4. Anto dealer sold custom car lo old customer unaccustomed lo such 
high -dass motoring. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. CMOETV Z L 01 SMEBW NFZJJZFA. L F 1 IBAYF 
TMfSB S W Z A WVB LFISEMI ZMCA. 

—By Gordon Miller 

2. FL NM-XA-RHPMI ROGGRI. FLl’CEGYLF.K" 

MOTTO WK MLNG FLY R L< T I PHEGACLYE OW 
EGOGPFLE. -By UbH. Jones 

3 . I R E D V O N PRO VEIT UPON CRKK PROVE 1 C 
CVTl'D PSSRPR DEPEN UNSE. -By Ed HtnJdkson 

4 . FATS TO WANTF Z 1 CT PAN: ZIOTF Ll’O CAWF 
L‘ L LOMAS PAMF A TV SVLK. -By Norton Rhoades 
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By Vktake Jean 

PARIS — In the Jardin des 
Plantes in Paris, the Natural 
History Museum has opened 
its doors to a special land of 
exhibition on the South 
Sahara and North Sahel, orga- 
nised by the French Ctdtural 
Centres of West Africa and 
the Ministry of Cooperation 
and Development. 

The exhibition is indeed 
quite special in the deliberate 
tininess of the space devoted 
to it, in contrast to the mes- 
sage, rich in the history and 
survival of these nomadic peo- 
ples scattered on the fringe of 
a great desert, the Sahara, 
delivered up to us “ seden- 
tary m Westerners. 

A single room, indeed in- 
vaded by ocrc sand, both de- 
nse and Enid, ready to Ey up 
and swallow up men, animals, 
habitats and objects from ev- 
eryday life, recreates the life 
of a people living between 
savanna and desert’ the Sahel. 
Hanging on the wall, thirty 
static, precise, eloquent illus- 
trated panels recount history 
or legend. 

In a comer, there is a 
beautiful , dignified Pea/ 
woman, decked out in all her 
finery and jewellery, whose 
artiEcial immobility is unable 
to conceal the long distance 
covered, over centuries , by 
her remote ancestors. For 
who are the Penis? 

Their origin remains 
enigmatic and controversial, 
but anthropological studies 
lead one to believe that drey 
came from East Africa (Egypt 
or Ethiopia) and that bom 
6000 to 5000 B.C. they under- 
took their migration bom east 
to west, avoiding the north 




Oum of tibm paintings tBsp 
part of tha Sahara-Sat m 

and the south of the Sahara to 
follow the course of the rivers 
springing bom the big moun- 
tain masses and crossing the 
interior of the desert. 

It is, and always will be, the 
eternal problem of water, the 
source of life indispensable 
for all, humans and cattle, 
which, from the 12th to 14th 
centuries, was to lead them 
(certainly through other prob- 
lems too, such as the difficult 
religious cohabitation be- 
tween different ethnic groups, 
drought, etc.) towards the 
east bom Senegal to Niger, 
where they were to play an 
important political, economic 
and religions rdle. 

Near the Peul lady, a 
powerful oryx, the big ante- 
lope with its muzzle and sides 
speckled with black, whose 
long , straight . tapering horns 
earned it the name of V sabre 


Nmtmrmi History 


MxkOMon 


antelope ”, stands next to a 
dromendary saddle, casually 
thrown down onto the sand, 
awaiting departure. 

The camel is the irreplace- 
able biend arid ally of the 
nomad, of the Moors and 
Tuaregs' warfaring activities, 
the provider of milk, meat 
and wool , the carrier of both 
man and matter. 

But the caravans and their 
domedaries, which, for 2,000 
years plied their trans-Sabar- 
an trade , linking up the va? 
rious oases or making ex- 
changes between, the “ banks 
of the Sahara” possible, are 
dying out. And if, in 1940, the 
salt caravan could still number. 
4,000 camels, from Tunbuc- 
too to Taudenit, today there 
are just a few dozen or, at the 
most, a hundred of them: 

The caravans move on and 
the camel goes on, the faithfril 


j companion of - the Tuareg ■ 
whom one imagines thanks to : 
tbe-decor of his lifestyle, re* 
created here for the needs of : 
the exhibition. 

There is the low, welcoming . 
tent, with its mats,- beds and ] 
cushions. Sea tiered h apha- 
zard over- tfae: Sand lie the l 
un changing elements of the : 
tribe, the spear , the shield of . 
yesteiyear, file gourd-water- : 
} bottle and the mortar, and tbe. 
tiny , blue teapot, ready , to 
serve the passing stranger 
with its legendary hospitality.- 

Through its ; Simplicity and 
bareness, the. exhibition , 
wiuch in no way appears to bt 
giving a lecture Jn humanitar- 
ianism,. and. does: hot beg. for. 
anything , bias the. merit of 
opening one's eyes to the pre- 
sent precariousness of the 
peoples of .these regions — ^ 
UActnalite en France. . \ 


THIS WEEK IN HISTORY 


Saturday^June 16 

1907 — Reactionary party in 
Russia forces Tsar Nicholas II 
to dissolve second Duma. 

1917 — Href all-Russian 
congress of the Soviets is con- 
vened. 

1920 — Council of League 
of Nations bolds Erst public 
meeting at St. James Palace in 
London. 

1932 — Ban on Nazi storm 
troopers in Germany is lifted. 

1940 — France's Magjnot 
Line is abandoned to Ger- 
mans in World War H. 

1958 — United States and 
Japan sign 10-year agreement 
on atomic energy. 

I960 — U.S. President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower can- 
cels visit to Japan offer anti- 
American riots there. 

1962 — Three feuding 
princes in Laos attempt to end 
their dispute and form coali- 
tion government. 

1963 — First woman space 
traveller, Valentina Teresh- 
kova, is launched into orbit 
from base in Soviet Union. 

1971 — U.S. Senate votes 
against plan calling for total 
American troop withdrawal 
bom Vietnam by end of year. 

1976 — Bloody rioting 
erupts in Soweto , largest 
black township in South Afri- 


ca, setting off months of racial 
upheaval in which 600 blacks 
and 3 whites die. 

1987 — At least 25 people 
die and 13 are reported mis- 
sing after ferry packed with 
tourists overturns in flames of 
South Korea's southern coast. 

1990 — Israeli warplanes 
attack Palestinian guerrilla 
bases in Rashidiyah refugee 
camp. 

Sunday, June 17 

1811 — National Council 
meets in Paris to settle dispute 
between Napoleon Bonaparte 
and Pope Pius VII. 

1958 — Announcement is 
made of Imre Nagy's execu- 
tion after secret trial in Hun- 
gary. 

1967 — China announces it 
has exploded its Erst hyd- 
rogen bomb. 

1969 — Communist summit 
conference in Moscow ends 
with majority support of pub- 
lic document that omits any 
criticism of China. 

1971 — United States and 
Japan sign agreement to res- 
tore island of Okinawa to 
Japan. 

1989 — Israeli soldiers 
wound eight Arabs in scat- 
tered dashes during Palesti- 
nian general strike called to 


protest Israel's Middle East 
peace plan. 

Monday, Jane 18 

1815 — British tinder Duke, 
of Wellington, and Prussians 
undr Gerhard von Bhicher de- 
feat France's Napoleon Bona- 
parte at Waterloo. 

1940 — Germans capture 
French port of Cherbourg in 
World War U. 

1952 — British plan for Cen- 
tral African federation is 
announced. 

1953 — Egypt is proclaimed 
a republic with General M. 
Naguib as president; South 
Korea releases 26.000 non - 
Communist North Korean 
prisoners. 

1961 — Three princes of 
Laos meet in Zurich, Switzer- 
land, and agree to form coali- 
tion government to unite the 
war-ridden kingdom. 

1965 — Air Vice Marshal 
Nguyen Cao Ky assumes office 
as premier of South Vietnam 
and vows to spur war against 
Viet Cong. 

1968 — Britain’s house of 
Lords rejects Labour gov- 
ernment’s sanctions against 
Rhodesia. 

1975 Slayer of Saudi Ara- 
bia's King Faisal is publicly 
beheaded in front of govern- 


ment palace in Riyadh. 

1985 ~ U.S. space shuttle 
Discovery, with Saudi Arabia 9 
prince aboard as passenger , 
launches a satellite , for Arab 
Wodd. 

1987 — Israel condemns de- 
cision by Pope John Paul n to 
grant audience to Austria’s 
President Kurt Waldheim . 

1988 — Turkey's Premier 
Turgot Ozal is wounded slight- 
ly by gunman as he addresses 
party convention in Ankara. 

Tuesday, June 19 

1885 — Statue of Liberty 
arrives in New York City from 
France. " 

1921 — Major European 
powers agree to mediate in 
dispute between Turkey and 
Greece. ’ 

1944 — U.S. troops take 
Saipan Js/abd in Pacific from . 
Japanese during World War- EL 

1953 — Julius and Ethel 
Rosenberg are executed in Un- 
ited States after conviction as 
Soviet atomic spics. 

1961 — Kuwait becomes in- 
dependent of Britain. 

1975 — U.S: Secretary- 
General Kurt Waldheim opens - 
Erst major world conference 
on status of women, in Mexico 
City . J- •• 

By the Associated . Press? 




frt M prt,* IhmifeMeta 




t 













I 


A. . 


-. 1 - .-'•- • 


ti^-v -•_. .- 




I 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, JUNE 14-15, 1990 



,f > r < 
1® fifes* 

tow. mi* 
ffl ats, H 
atfered ^ 
e sand f 
dements i 

* JO* 
nwnar.jt 

apoi. 

issin^ sag 
^arvia^j 





> feelings end impressions 







. - . ? r ^ . ; 

t sS f- J? i 


Speaafjo tfw Jordan ~ Times 

AMMAN—* Ahmtist with a 
distinct-message, Sarnia Zaru 
belieyesibat art is a constant- 


ly ongoing process that should 
evoke a dialouge and an in- 
teraction between the art 
piece and the viewer. 

Zaru has always perceived 
art as omnipresent in everday 



Onm of thmsUwtchms by thm artist 


life. According to Zaru, art is 
not an abstract entity that is 
removed from day to day liv- 
ing, it is rather a part of our 
daily fives. People just need to 
be trainee/ to perdeve the 
world in an enriched pleasant 
frame of vision. 

Believing that art trans- 
cends man-made barriers, and 
is a potentialy international 
medium of communication, 
Zaru decided to bade up her 
talent with professional train- 
ing and set out to express her 
thoughts, feelings and im- 
pressions in the accessible lan- 
guage of art . 

Zaru received her higher 
education from the American 
University of Beirut, and 
completed her post-graduate 
studies at the Corcoran Art 
Gallery and the American 
University in Washington 
D.C. in painting, sculpture 
and graphic design. After re- 
turning to Amman , Zaru 
started teaching and worJdng 
on her own art. 

Zaru, who is today a 
mother of six, still teaches art 
and finds time to do her own 
artwork which includes paint- 
ing, metal sculpture, large 
wall murals and these dimeo- 
sional installation art themes 
that might contain stones , 
metal figures, paintings. 



pieces of tent canvases, rag 
dolls and whatever Zaru finds 
expressive of her ideas and 
visions. 

*7 find that teaching chil- 
dren is an immensely satis- 
fying and rewarding experi- 


ence. I enjoy the give-and- 
take process and their honest 
spontaneous reactions, ” Zaru 
said in an interview with the 
Jordan Times Weekender. 

“ I get a lot of feedback for 
my work Bom my students 
and my own children. The 
more reactions I get to my 
work, the more solid a base I 
have to work with,” she ex- 
plained. 

Her theory is that “an artist 
cannor work from a vaccum, 
because to me at least, art is 
an expression of the world 
around us.” 

Having participated in over 
30 exhibitions worldwide 
(Kuwait, Iraq, Jordan, Tur- 
key, Cyprus, England, USSR , 
Austria, China , Poland, and 
U.S (to name a few) inducting 
eight solo shows has not 
changed Zaru’s outlook to life 
in general or to art in particu- 
lar. Zaru believes that art is 
derived Bom and is an ex- 
pression of one’s environment 
in a personal, social, and poli- 
tical sense. Anything that 
touches ones life is a part of 
art. Zaru drew attention to 
the distinct line between 
photography and a man-made 
art piece. “An art piece 
should make one feel , ques- 
tion, and think about things, 
about life and one’s existence. 



*Mftho world hoard, it did not understand, if Hr i 
sUdnotcarm* 


Art should create a dialogue 
and leave in imprint on the 
viewer . " 

Zara’s latest work Tents 
and Stones . which is com- 
posed of numerous three 
dimensional installations, was 
exhibited in Amman last June 
(1989), at the United Nations 
Headquarters in Vienna , and 
at the United Nations in New 
York. It is still currently tour- 
ing several major U.S. cities. 
So in a sense, Zara has suc- 
ceeded in transmitting her 
artistic message to multitudes 
of people, overcoming the 


barriers of nationalities and 
languages. 

The message behind Zara's 
work is apparently reaching 
people which, she Brit, be- 
came evident from two inci- 
dents that took place in her 
Tents and Stones exhibition in 
Amman and in Vienna. In 
Amman a man came and 
placed a wreath of flowers 
under Zaru’s installation de- 
picting a martyr; in New York 
a woman stood in front of one 
of Zara’s works and wept. 
“The woman said she was 
deeply touched and ashamed 


mdorstood,it «? : 

of being a human being - 
Zara is currently preparing* 
a new installation with t$ej 
theme of Time and Decay adds 
Human Inflicted Decay for ^n: 
exhibition to be held in Bagh-\ 
dad during November. : 
In accordance with Zartfs : 
idea of art being accessible’ to: 
everyone, she makes haSd\ 
printed cotton caftans aSd\ 
other usable artistic things] 
such as cards cushions, hand- 1 
bags and kitchen holders. She] 
operates from her office -\ 
workshop off the Second: 
Circle. t \ 
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Chinese film sidesteps 
modern-day problems 


By Marilyn August. . 

Associated Press "■ 

PARIS (AP) — Chinese film- 
maker Zhang Yimou, whose 
award-winning tide of forbid- 
den love has yet to be seen in 
bis jbwn country, says movies 
there must. not . commentsm i- 
modem-day problems if they 
are to pass the. censors. ' ; 

Zhang, 39; one of Chum’s 
hottest young directors, was 
in Pans] to promote his latest 
Sim JujDbu — winner of the 
LoisBunucl Prize awarded by 
Latm Arnexican film critics 
last month attbe Cannes Film 
Festival 

•'Tf you make a Elm with a 
comment on society today , it 
cannot be made,” Zhang said 
in Oninterriew. “In China 
you’re hot allowed io make 
anything you want.” 

Soch is die plight of a gen- 
eration of young Chinese 
directors' whose' movies are 
mdre ^sopb&ticated than the 
Soctatitt- realism still favoured 
in their country. 

Thejr SJms, depicting com- 
plex human conflicts and us- 
ing modern Glaring techni- 
ques, consistently win awards 
'abroad while being banned, 
cut or . criticised at home. 
r -\ Already precarious because 
'Of Jack of support from both 
audiences and authorities , the 
situation has 'worsened since 
the government stiffed the 


pro-democracy movement a 
year ago. 

Zhang’s last movie. Red 
Sorghum, won an award at 
7 the Berlin Film Festival in 
1988 along with one . of Chi- 
na’s top Glm prizes, the hun- 
*■ died flowers, award for Best 
Feature ^FUm. _ Tbe fflm drew, 
more than 200 million specta- 
tors; in China. 

It stirred great controversy 
in China because it depicted 
the ungjorious life of wine- 
making peasants during the 
Japanese invasion of the 1930s 
and ‘40s in graphic and earthy 
detail One scene shows the 
hero urinating in a vat of 
Sorghum wine. Another im- 
plies rape. 

For Zhang, getting Ju Dou 
io Cannes was a triumph in 
itself. The film, set in the 
1920s and based on a true 
story , was made after the 
J biddy crackdown on pro- 
democracy demonstrators last 
June 4. 

Following the crackdown, 
Chinese film studios, all gov- 
ernment-funded and control- 
led, were warned to avoid 
anything with ideological 
overtones and were required 
to hold political study classes 
for their employees. 

In February, Sim author- 
ities declared that anything 
considered harmful to social- 
ism would be eliminated in 
the planning stages. 



Only Polish films excite 
Cannes award winning actress 


By Mark Trevelyan 

Renter 

WARSAW — Krystyna Jan - 
da has the Glm world at her 
feet — but. the woman voted 
Best Actress at Europe’s top 
Ghn festival says only Polish 
movie roles excite her. 

Janda, 37, won the award at 
last month’s Cannes Film Fes- 
tival for 4 interrogation ”, a 
Ghn she feared would never 
be shown after Poland's Com- 
munist authorities banned it 
in 1982. 

Despite working extensive- 
ly in the West, she says only 
Polish directors have brought 
out the best in her and no 
themes fire her imagination 
like those of her native 
country. 

“I’ve never encountered 
any directors in the West who 
could heat me up to the 
temperature I normally work 
at..J haven’t come across any 
subject in the West that really 
grabs me, ” Janda told a rare 
news conference in Warsaw to 
mark her Cannes triumph. 

“Every time I played in 
Poland it was also my person- 
al statement about the coun- 
try in which I, my children 
and my parents live ... in 
Poland I don’t pay any atten- 
tion to how long the shooting 


lasts, what kind of sacrifices I 
have to make , it doesn’t 
matter. ” 

Tali, blonde and brimming 
with nervous energy, Janda is 
renowened for a string of 
sharply political Sims which 
chronicle Poland’s agonised 
history from the Stalinist 
1950s to the Solidarity decade 
of the 1980s. 

She made an explosive de- 
but in 1976 in Andrzej Wa- 
jda 'a Man of Marble, play- 
ing a young reporter probing 
Communist distortion and 
propaganda in the 1950s, and 
starred again in the sequel 
Man of Iron. 

In Interrogation , filmed in 
1981 with director Ryszard 
Bugajski, Janda plays an in- 
nocent woman arrested by 
security police in the 1950s. 

Imprisoned without trial, 
she is beaten, kicked, abused 
and nearly drowned by inter- 
rogators seeking information 
about a former lower and 
trying to extract a false con- 
fession. 

“I was asked if it hurt when 
they were beating me in Inter- 
rogation. That always brought 
a smile to my face because I 
didn’t remember. It hurt, but 
it didn’t matter," she said. 

Janda’s character, Antoni- 
na, lights a battle of wills with 


her interrogators, refusing to 
be broken even when they 
threaten her at gunpoint and 
burl her into a cellar where 
water is pumped in until it 
reaches her nostrils. 

In the end it is they, not 
her, who crack. 

The Communist authorities 
let Bugajski shoot some 
scenes in Warsaw’s Rako- 
wiecka Prison even after mar- 
tial law was declared on Dec. 
13, 1981, but banned the Ghn 
as soon as it was Gnished. 

Thousands of Poles saw it 
on clandestine videos circu- 
lated in the Solidarity under- 
ground. But Interrogation re- 
mained banned longer than 
any other Ghn of the early 
1980s, receiving its first public 
showing only last September. 

“I used to be a pessimist, I 
used to think that I wouldn’t 
see that Ghn on screen in my 
lifetime," Janda said. 

“ People keep asking me if I 
have any feeling of revenge 
for these lost eight years or 
anything to say to the people 
who were responsible. No I 
have no such intention. I’m 
very happy that it’s all over 
and I could receive the prize 
now and that the Ghn was 
shown," she added. 

Though Janda speaks 
French and German and has 


made lOGhns abroad, she said 
she never worked with such 
passion as in Polish movies 
under dhectors like Bugajski 
and Wajda. 

She is optimistic that Polish 
Glm-makeis, freed from cen- 
sorship by the new Solidarity- 
led government but forced to 
scramble for funds in a harsh 
Gnancial climate, can con- 
tinue to make an impact on 
world cinema. 

Janda points to the example 
of Krzysztof Kieslowski, 
whose Short Film About Kill- 
ing and Short Film About 
Love won huge critical 
acclaim without straining for 
commercial success. 

“ 1 think Kieslowski’s exam- 
ple is very instructive: be 
achieved success and status by 
quietly making movies in Po- 
land, not trying to raise funds 
to Glm abroad, without study- 
ing what people in the West 
are thinking and what kind of 
Glms to make to please 
them..." 

“It seems that what we are 
doing here , maintaining our 
identity, our temperament, 
our way of storytelling, our 
ugliness even, our egoism — it 
has to be done that way and it 
still has its own identity and 
can be understood.” 

Janda has just Gnished 



Krystyna Janda 

shooting a new Glm, Polish 
Cuisine, which like Interroga- 
tion is set in the 1950s. She 
plays the British wifi of a 
Polish wartime pilot and 
promises “something new in 
the spectrum of Glms about 
the Stalinist period." 

Now she wants to make 
another Glm with Wajda — 
even though the director, now 


a member of the Polish sen* 
ate, has told her be has no 
Glm plans for the next two 
years. And after playing 4 
string of tough, single-minded 
characters, she wants a more 
feminine part next time. • 
“I would like to make 
another Glm with Andrzej -4 
and I want to play a woman, * 
Janda said. • 


Marcel Came -- a great figure in French cinema 


By Pierre Albert Lambert 


PARIS — Marcel Came has made 23 Elms several of 
which are masterpieces . The French Cinema 
Museum (Cinematheque) has just paid him great 
homage, A museum in the United States is named 
after him, as well as a cinema in Japan aud a square 
in the French provinces. At the age of 82, this lively, 
rotund tittle man, whose name is the anagram of the 
French word for screen, “ ecran /’ still dreams of 
gluing bis eye to the viewfinder of a movie-camera 
and of shouting if Sboot! 9r 


In his book La Vie a Bedes 
Dents (published by Bel- 
fond), be evoked his child- 
hood in a working-class dis- 
trict of the French capital and 
his early fascination for the 
cinema of Chaplin , Murnau 
and Fritz Lang. For him , fol- 
lowing on after his father as a 
cabinet-maker was out of the 
question. He would make his 
life “in cinema. ” . 

At the age of 20, he was 


already Jacques Feyder’s 
assistant in Les Nouveaux 
Messieurs. At 22, he joined 
the team of Rene Clair who 
was making Sons les Toits de 
Paris. Then Feyder asked for 
him again for Le Grand Jen. 
These were fertile years. The 
young Ghn-maker developed 
• his style. He excelled at creat- 
ing an atmosphere, at playing 
with back-lighting, at beauti- 
fully lighting up a woman's 


face. 

After a short Ghn in 1933: 
Nogent, Eldorado du Diman- 
cbe , which Jean Renoir was to 
use as a complement to La 
Vie Est a Nous, Came made 
his first feature Glm , ‘Jenny 
(1936). With the actors Fran- 
goise Rosay , Albert Prejean 
and Charles Vanel, this ori- 
ginal, intunist work was the 
start of a fruitftd collaboration 
with the poet, and scenario 
and dialogue writer Jacques 
Prevert. 

Then, in 1937, he made 
Drdle de Drame in which 
humour contends with burles- 
que. This Glm was served by 
great actors, notably Michel 
Simon, J.L. Barrault and 
Louis Jouvet. 

In 1938, be made Quai Des 
Brumes, adapted by . Prevent 
from a novel by Mac Orlan. 
Jean Gabin played opposite 
Micb&le Morgan (“You Ve got 
nice eyes, you know!") and 
found one of his most famous 
idles in it. It was the first 
display of Camd-style poetic 


realism with mist, grey weath- 
er and wet [taring stones. A 
classic of the screen. 

In the same year, again with 
Prdvert, Cam6 Gnished Hdtel 
du Nord, a depiction of a 
Paris working-class milieu, 
based on a work by the novel- 
ist Eug&ne Dabit. The Jouvet - 
Arletty pair were a huge suc- 
cess, with the latter instilling 
her bantering and funniness 
into the Glm. (Atmosphere, 
Atmosphere!...) 

In Le Jour Se Ldve (1939) 
the director Gils his hero with 
tragic grandeur. Gabin plays a 
man who commits murder out 
of love. He is besieged in his 
mom by the police as he 
relives his past. This is an 
important Glm for cinema 
historians. The flashback was 
used in it for the first time in 
France. 

Despite the difficulties of 
the 1939-1945 period , the 
director made two of bis finest 
films, first of all, Les vistteurs 
Du Sot (1942), a series of 
flamboyant tableaux, plung- 


ing the spectator into a Mid- 
dle Ages of legend. Arletty is 
in it again, and Jules Berry 
acts the part of the devil. 

In 1944, Cam6 continued 
with Les Enfants Du Paradis, 
one of the finest productions 
ever made. It was a panorama 
Ghn, with 2,000 extras, served 
by the best actors of the 
period, in which he showed 
crowds, fetes and the dramas 
of “crime boulevard" in Bal- 
zac’s time. 

With the return of peace, 
Italian neo-realism and then 
the “new wave” pushed the 
directors of the “golden age of 
French cinema" into oblivion. 
Yet, some of Conte’s new 
Glms are not devoid of in- 
terest: Les Porte s de la Nuit , 
Juliette Ou la Cle des Songes, 
Tberese Raquin, Les 
Tricbeurs, and Les Jeunes 
Loups still bear bis special 
mark , even if the director 
goes against his old themes. 
But times have changed. 

For 15 years, Carae has 
made no more films. Projects 


dutter up his drawers. He is 
particularly attached one ctf 
them: a film about the int- 
pressionist painters in which 
he would show the Grenourf- 
lere river bathing place anil 
the Moulin de la Galetih 
windmill at the time of Re- 
noir, Monet and Maupassan 
and for which he would recre- 
ate the “Dejeuner des Cone- 
tiers’’ (baotmea’s lunch, Sa 
painting by Renoir). The esti- 
mated budget is thirty miUicto 
Bancs, but producers say it is 
too expensive. ■ g 

Whether he makes a come- 
back to the studios or not, 
Marcel Came will remain orfe 
of the great figures of worfcf 
cinema. Frangois Truffau}, 
who had been the leader &f 
the “new wave” and who haq, 
formerly, savagely criticised 
him, paid him fine homage\a 
few days before he died in 
1984. He publicly declared: “I 
would give all my Glms, with- 
out exception , to have signed 
Les Enfants du Paradis” *- 
L’ActuaHte en France. ! 
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By Ptullippa Neave 


WESTCHESTER , New York 
— For over 40 years Domi- 
nick Netty was plagued by 
something that he thought 
would never go away : a dark- 
red birthmark that covered 
most of the right side of his 
face. Known as a port-wine 
stain , the mark made his life a 
misery. “I have been aware of 
it ever since I can remember , ” 
he says. “ Children are cruel , 
they used to point at me, call 
me names like ‘red-face’.” 
“j Now 45, he still recalls being 
turned down by a girl he had 
invited to a school dance, and 
says be felt a “psychological 
mess. ” 

Today his face shows only a 
slight redness which could 
pass unnoticed. For the past 
two years, Netty has been 
undergoing treatment with a 
new type of laser that has 
produced spectacular results 
on him and other patients; 85 
per cent of his birthmark is 
gone. 

Until only a few years ago , 
very little could be done for 
people bom with port-wine 
stains . They were condemned 
fusing a special type of thick 
makeup, which, says Netty, 
on a man always looked bad : 
“l would be afraid that under 
a certain light it would show 
and it never looked right 
when we would take pictures 
with the family.” 

Little is known about what 
causes port-wine stains, they 
are not genetically passed on 


from one generation to the 
other, and there are cases in 
which one of a set of newborn 
twins is marked and the other * 
is not. The physical cause is 
blood vessels lying very close 
to the surface of the skin that 
are distended. It can occur 
anywhere on the body and can 
be almost unnoticeable or 
very dramatic, in extreme 
cases covering 70 per cent of 
the body. 

Netty is one of at least 1,000 
patients treated by Dr. Gary 
Brauner, a dermatologist who 
is widely considered a pioneer 
in tAe use of laser technology 
in treating skin ailments. “We 
are using many different types 
of lasers to treat different 
types of conditions, ” explains 
Brauner, who has his own 
practice and also works at 
Westchester Medical Centre, 
north of New York city, the 
centre is one of the most 
advanced in the United States 
and is one of only three in the 
country to have three diffe- 
rent types of laser-beam 
equipment for use in der- 
matology, including a state - 
of-the art model that it ac- 
quired only three months ago. 

The newest laser equipment 
works faster, is less painful 
than the older models and has 
reduced the risk of complica- 
tions. though it doesn't re- 
place other lasers, it holds 
great promise in the treatment 
of birthmarks. 

'The first laser to be used 
in dermatology was the Ara- 
gon laser in the 1960s. It was 


not used much to treat birth- 
marks until 1972, but since 
then it has been used on 
thousands of patients, ” 
Brauner explained, adding 
that the Aragon laser works 
by emitting a blue-green light 
ray that is absorbed by the 
oxygen-bearing red cells in 
the blood. “The intense ener- 
gy put out by the ray is trans- 
formed into beat, so you get a 
very intense burning of the 
blood in the vessel. It works 
from the inside out. The 
blood vessel and so do the 
tissues around it. The heat 
burns its way out to the sur- 
face of the skin.” 

The Aragon laser is also 
used to treat brown birth- 
marks known as “ cafe au lait” 
stains, which are caused by 
excessive exposure to the sun, 
freckles, or so-called liver 
spots. It is used most com- 
monly, however, to treat red 
lesions such as port-wine 
stains and “burst” vessels on 
the nose or cheeks. Technical- 
ly the vessels haven't “burst” 
but have been distended. The 
affliction IS c omm on and is 
caused by various factors, 
such as inherited tendency, 
and certain diseases. 

The latest and possibly 
most promising laser for peo- 
ple with port-wine stains is the 
“ ‘Flash-Lamp Pulsed Dye Las- 
er, ” which emits a yellow ray 
in single pulses at short inter- 
vals. The yellow ray is better 
absorbed by the blood and the 
intensity of the bum is lower. 
'There is less beat dissipation 


from the blood vessel and 
therefore less injury to the 
outer layer of the skin, ” and 
less pain , Brauner said, which 
makes the treatment easier to 
bear for children. 

Another advantage of the 
Pulsed Dye laser over the 
Aragon is that it works faster. 
“The Aragon laser is a lot of 
work. The bursts are only 1 
millim etre or l~5mm in dia- 
meter. For a skin area of 4 x 6 
inches, you need 5,000 bursts. 
It takes about one hour; it is 
very painstaking and labour- 
intensive,” the 46-year-old 
doctor said. “The other prob- 
lem is that the bum area can 
become infected and leave a 
very thick, unsightly scar. ” 

The pulsed Dye laser is felt 
like a light pinprick, according 
to Brauner. “Injury to the 
outer layer of the skin is 
minim al so there is no secon- 
dary risk of infection. The 
laser also covers a much larger 
area and is therefore much 
faster. The only problem is 
that it has to be repeated 
multiple times over the same 
area, but tins can be done 
because the area heals so 
quickly. ” 

Midway between the Ara- 
gon and Pulsed Dye lasers is 
the “ Copper-Vapour ” laser, 
which also emits a yellow ray. 
“This works not with one 
pulse but with 15,000 tiny 
pulses per second. It has been 
in use for about three years 
and is more effective than the 
Aragon laser on blood-vessel- 
type marks,” Brauner noted. 
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Another type of laser, in- 
vented in 1974 and widely 
used for the past 10 years, is 
known as the carbon dioxide 
laser. “It has an invisible 
beam and is mostly used to cut 
off growths because it seals 
the blood vessels and not 
cause bleeding, ” said Braun- 
er. It has a wide variety of 
medical uses, but in dermatol- 
ogy it is most effective in 
treating recurring scarlike 
growths known as keloids as 
well as large stubborn warts, 
including genital waits. 

Laser technology bolds 
great promise because it 
doesn't emit harmful ultra- 
violet light or cancer-causing 
X-rays. Weeks-old infants 
have been treated with it, and 


it has been suggested that 
port-wine stains, which grow 
thicker and darker with age, 
could be treated earlier , 
which would prevent psycho- 
logical scarring. Other ap- 
plications include the treat- 
ment of red growths known as 
“ strawberry marks ” that 
appear in childhood. 
Although these almost a ways 
disappear by the age of 7, they 
can have serious consequ- 
ences when they appear in 
areas such as the mouth, the 
nose or eye. 

The Pulsed Dye laser is also 
effective in removing tattoos, 
although the relatively high 
cost of the intervention may 
deter some would-be patients. 
Depending on the type of 


laser used and the surface 
area of die mark, the cost of 
treating one square inch of 
Kirin ranges between $150 and 
$350. This is partly explained 
by tfie cost of the laser equip- 
ment itself — from $30,000 to 
$35,000 for an Aragon, 
$110,000 for a Copper- 
Vapour laser, and $160,000 
for a Pulsed Dye laser, which 
also requires costly mainte- 
nance. 

Although results are gener- 
ally spectacular, Brauner al- 
ways warns his patients not to 
expect miracles. “In 10 per 
cent of patients, treated -with 
the Aragon, the mark is en- 
tirely gone,”Tiesaid. " With 
tiie Pulsed Dye laser we can 
reduce the mark by half in one 


session, and it is TO per cent 
better after three sessions." 

For Netty, though , the 
treatment, was nothing short 
of a miracle : “This has 
changed my life. I feel more 
self-confident.. Before,. I 
wouldn't leave the bouse 
without makeup ; now I don’t 
have any on: It has enabled ' 
me to- do so. many more 
tilings. J am free of that awful 
psychological pattern, he 
concluded. 

Another of Brauner^ pa- 
tients is going through with 
the treatment at 76 years of. 
age . ‘Tvt been tryingAo.haye - 
something done all my-tife,”- 
sbe said.. ‘This is .tiie most 
beautiful tiling in the world ” 
— • World News, Link . . 



By Helen Todd 
PENANG, Malaysia — When 
a doctor in Sydney, Australia 
told Mohan be had AIDS , fie 
tried to break up the office. 

“You're lying!” Mohan 
screamed, “I’m a Malaysian. 
Asians don’t get AIDS!” 

When Mohan’s family flew 
him home to Malaysia and he 
went into hospital, he was 
examined by doctors and 
health department officials. 

“They kept bugging me ab- 
out my foreign contacts'. 
They wanted me to tell them I 
had got it from a foreigner. 
They just didn ’f want to know 
that I had caught it here, from 
another Malaysian, ” fie said. 

Mohan believes he caught 
the virus as a teenager from 
one of his Malaysian 
homosexual lovers. By the 
time be was diagnosed in Au- 
stralia he already had ac- 
quired immune deficiency 
syndrome (AIDS) related 
complex, with weight loss and 
fiimps in his neck. 

■ T got the disease because I 
was ignorant. Like eveiyone 
else I thought I couldn’t get it. 
I~ thought it was a Western 
disease . " 

Until very recently, Malay- 
sian officials seemed to share 
this comfortable misconcep- 
tion. They tfiougfit of AIDS 
as a foreign disease. They 
thought that the risk group 
was confined to a few 
homosexual men who had 
lived in the permissive West. 


It could never be a Malaysian 
problem. Public opinion stiff 
thinks so. 

For most of the 1980s, the 
statistics supported these 
assumptions. A small group of 
haemophiliacs were infected 
before the Ministry of Health 
began screening blood in 
1984. Otherwise, only two 
people with AIDS and seven 
people with HIV were de- 
tected up to January 1988, 
most of them homosexual 
men who bad spent time 
abroad. 

But a dramatic increase in 
the number of defected car- 
riers has swept away these 
assumptions. AIDS is no lon- 
ger a “ foreign ” disease. It is 
no longer even a “gay” dis- 
ease. Suddenly it is a Malay- 
sian problem. 

Although total numbers are 
stiff small, the number of de- 
tected carriers jumped eight- 
fold in six months, from 26 
HTV-positive people and eight 
AIDS cases in June last year 
to 159 people with HIV and 
12 AIDS cases in January. 

The great majority of re- 
cently detected carriers are 
heterosexual males and 
addicts using needles. A re- 
cent death was a woman who 
worked as a prostitute in 
Kuala Lumpur. 

It looks as though Malaysia 
may be fbffowing a coup/e of 
years in the wake of Thailand, 
its northern neighbour, in a 
dangerous pattern whereby 


HIV spreads initially through 
people sharing contaminated 
needles and the sex industry. 

The Thai experience is that 
AIDS explodes among needle 
users once it gains a foothold. 
Of more than 2,000 addicts in 
Malaysia tested up to Septem- 
ber last year, 2.4 per cent 
tested HIV positive. Between 
20 to 25 per cent of addicts are 
intravenous drug users, who 
can pass HIV through in- 
fected needles. 

Malaysia does not have a 
sex industry anything near the 
size and popularity of Thai- 
land. But there is an under- 
ground of bars and brothels in 
every town, interwined with 
the drug culture. Most female 
addicts work as prostitutes, as 
do the wives and girlfriends of 
many male addicts. 

In addition, an estimated 
3,000 men cross the border to 
the brothel towns of southern 
Thailand every weekend — 
although the number of 
“ shoppers ” has dropped since 
the press began running stor- 
ies about AIDS among the 
Thai prostitutes. 

Malaysia 's social conservat- 
ism may limit such behaviour 
compared with Thailand and 
so lower the AIDS risk. But it 
also undermines government 
AIDS efforts. Condom adver- 
tisements are banned in 
Malaysia. " How many people 
are going to die before gov- 
ernment is brave enough to 
mention the word 4 condom ' 


on TV?” asks Mohan. 

Mohan was rescued from 
despair by a self-help group, 
the Pink Triangle, set up by 
gay (homosexual) men to pro- 
vide counselling. The Pink 
Triangle runs an AIDS hot- 
line five nights a week and has 
already trained more tfian 50 
volunteer counsellors, includ- 
ing Mohan. It arranges con- 
fidential blood tests and has a 
buddy system for people with 
AIDS. 

The Pink Triangle, an ar- 
ticulate and cohesive group, 
claims to have readied most 
of the homosexual men in the 
Kuala Lumpur area. 

Most gays are now using 
condoms and practidsing saf- 
er sex. I think we have the 
situation under control,” a 
spokesman said. 

Mohan, working from a 
smaff fiat in Kiuala Lumpur, is 
trying to keep another 24 hour 
hotline open with only two 
volunteers. He is worried ab- 
out what is happening outside 
the gay community. 

He argues that the govern- 
ment will have to give more 
explicit information to the 
general public and more 
direct help to non-govern- 
mental organisations (NGO) 
which can reach the high-risk 
groups. 

“If government does not 
change its policy , AIDS will 
go underground and it will 
explode,” he said — PANOS 
features 


The woman who attacked Social Democrat politician Oskar 
Lafbataine is unlikely to stand trial. AddheM Strode I has a 
history of mental fibzess. She is a schizophrenic. The knife 
attack which came within a fraction of an inch of kitting 
Lafontaine was a premeditated act planned in detail. In this 
article for Die Zest, the writer looks at the illness of 
schizophrenia and at a dispute over methods of treatment. 


cuous that sometimes it 
doesn't even occur to doctors 
what is wrong. That what hap- 
pened to tiie employer of 
Adelheid Streidel, tiie woman 
who attacked Lafontaine. He 
is a Cologne internal medicine 
specialist who just didn’t rec- 


By Hans Harald Brautigam 



' By Charlene L. Fn 

The Associated Press 


KUNMING, China — Xiong 
Rucheng remembers the day 
hie and his colleagues at the 
Yunnan Public Health Bureau 
learned that drug addicts near 
tiie border with Burma had 
contracted AIDS. 

44 No one couJd believe it,” 
said Xiong, chairman of the 
* bureau’s Foreign Affairs 
Office. “How could China 
have AIDS?” 

They sent the report to the 
Ministry of Public Health in 
Peking , which didn’t believe if 
either. 

* They said, ‘we’ll help you 
clear this up/*’ Xiong said. 

But after testing the 50 sam- 
ples three times, “ they finally 
believed us.” 

Since that batch was analy- 
sed last September, 146 drug 


addicts out of nearly 6,000 
tested have been found to 
carry the HIV virus, he said. 

Previously, only seven 
Chinese were known to have 
contracted acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome (AIDS), 
which lethally weakens the 
body's immune system, mak- 
ing it susceptible to infections. 

The seven Chinese were 
hemophiliacs infected by con- 
taminated blood products , or 
bad contracted AIDS overseas 
or through homosexual rela- 
tions with a foreigner. 

Yunnan 's AIDS victims 
were intravenous drug addicts 
who used contaminated nee- 
dles. 

Chinese health authorities 
bad targeted the coastal cities, 
where contact with foreigners 
is most common, in their 
efforts to prevent AIDS from 
entering China. 


“How did they know that it 
would be found in far-off 
Yunnan, a minority area, 
where the people are honest 
and unsophisticated? How 
could such a place have con- 
tracted the most frightening 
disease of the modem age?” 
said Xiong. Yunnan, in south- 
west China, is a poor remote, 

■ mountainous province that is 
home to nearly half of China’s 
minority groups. 

Almost all the victims were 
found in Ruili prefecture , a 
frontier area in western Yun- 
nan on the Burmese border 
that is closed to foreigners. 
Chinese visitors describe it as 
a wild, dangerous place full of 
traders and smugglers from 
Nepal, Pakistan, Laos and 
Burma. 

In j Ruili, drug users prefer 
injecting the more refined he- 
roin to smoking the historical- 


ly popular opium, Xiong said. 

Fully 80 per cent of the 
AIDS carriers are of the Dai 
minority. Only one is a 
woman. She and five of the 
men are Burmese traders. 
None have begun showing 
symptoms. 

The discovery has caught 
Chinese health workers so 
much by surprise that they are 
not sure what to do about the 
AIDS victims. 

The 146 “continue to lead 
normal lives,” said Xiong. In 
fact, they have not been told 
that they have AIDS. 

He said health officials are 
afraid the victims will be dis- 
criminated against and ostra- 
cised if their identities are 
known. They want to finalise 
plans for treatment before 
identifying the victims — 
probably by tiie end of the 
year , Xiong said. 


IT could have been a scene 
from a Shakespearean drama : 
a white-dad woman , a cheer- 
ing rostrum, two bouquets of 
flowers, a butcher’s knife and 
a lot of blood. That was the 
picture at a political rally last 
month in Cologne when the 
woman attacked the Social 
Democrat politician, Oskar 
Lafontaine. The knife came 
within miffimetres of severing 
bis jugular. 

At issue here is the strange 
mental illness of schizophre- 
nia. Because most schizophre- 
nics live in sodal isolation, 
few are aware of them. But 
there are an estimated 
600,000 of them ( Schizein , to 
cleave, and phren, mind, are 
from the Greek). 

Like diabetes , one per cent 
of the population is affected. 
Also like diabetes, it is in- 
heritable in ways which have 
still not been explained. The 
risk for children of schi- 
zophrenic parents is large — 
between five and 10 per cent 
where one parent is afflicted 
and almost 50 per cent where 
both are. 

Mannheim psych ia trist 
Heinz Hafner, director of the 
Centra/ institute of Mental 
Health, sees in the disease not 
the homogenous syndromes 
envisaged by a German, Emil 
Kraepelin, in 1919, but in- 
stead “specific neuro-biohgicaJ 
types of reaction of a schi- 
zophrenic psychosis.” These 
could be anchored, not only in 
genetically caused predisposi- 
tion but also in psychological - 
sodal and socio-economic fac- 


tors. 

For such psychiatrists , the 
results of modem neurobiolo- 
gical research into neuro- 


brain cells of the central ner- 
vous system. 

After regular doses of cere- 
bral stimulants of the amine 
group, substances which in- 
crease both mental and psysic- 
al capabilities (and which also 
carry the risk of addiction) 
symptoms of insanity develop 
even among patients who are 
not schizophrenic. These sti- 
mulants lead to the body 
prodcuing an increased 
amount of dopamine. This 
biogenous amine plays an im- 
portant role for such functions 
of the centra/ nervous system 
as intellectual awareness and 
also provides a filtering pro- 
cess for external or internal 
stimulations. We can thank 
this neuropeptide for our abil- 
ity to concentrate fully. 

But if the filtration process 
collapses because of an over- 
production of dopamine, this 
can lead further to a collapse 
of information-processing. 
Irrational inner feelings can 
develop ; it might be that Jesus 
or the KGB are giving orders 
or transmitting death rays. 
The products of these hallu- 
cinations are always threaten- 
ing. 

Among the clinical picture 
of acute psychotic schizophre- 
nia belongs dismembered 
capabilities of perception. A 
person with acute schizophre- 
nia can recognise bis environ- 
ment, house, perhaps parents 
or other relatives, but see the 
threatening forces within 
them. The mentally ill person 
is capable of isofafed patches 
of orderly thinking. He or she 
handles specific tasks with 
energy and does not allow 
anything to detract from the 
plan if it is rooted within this 
type of derangement. The 
completion of the aim releases 


ognise what was wrong. 

Her “inner feelings” had 


compelled her to follow un- 
waveringly the deluded trail 
to kill a prominent politician. 
She planned everything in de- 
tail. In Neuenabr, where she 
lived, she ordered a taxi to 
take her to Cologne, and she 
bought a butcher’s knife and 
flowers. The Bowers were less 
of a way of her world of 
deranged thinking: flowers for 
the grave. The way she ex- 
ecuted the action, the placing 
of the knife so that it missed 
severing the jugular by mere 
millimetres was precise and 
gives an idea of the enormous 
pathological energy which a 
person living inside this world 
of madness can bring to bear. 

This attack is certain to give 
new life to discussion about 
schizophrenia. Has enough 
been done to protact both the 
sick person and the healthy? 
The call to throw mentally 
disturbed people into the: 
“loony bin ” will be raised 
again ; and the Lafontaine 
attack will be blamed on those 
doctors who have come out in - 
favour of psychiatric re form . 
There will be talk about the 
<4 frresponsibiffty” of modern 
ideas of treatment by those * 
who place psychological, so- 
cial and sodo-economic fac- 
tors among the mam reasons 
for the deve/opmenf of schi- 
zophrenic psychosis. 

Some neurologists and 
psychologists regard the re- 
sults of neuro-biologjcai re- 
search with suspicion. They 
say that the deranged have 
become that way because of a 
harsh and inhospitable en- 
vironment and that treatment 
has degenerated to a matter of" 
using drugs and abandoning 
patients to their own devices. 
Social therapists and 
- - - 


psychiatry. . • — 

Beyond question are. the .• 
considerable side effects of 
the neuroleptic drugs de- • 
ve/oped by tihie Belgian* Paul ; 
Janssen. He mechanics of 
both effects and side-effects 
are neum-bkriogicaQy dearly i 
established. These subst- [ 
ances. related to butyrophe- ■ 
non, block the dopamine re- i 
ceptors at the switch centres I 
of the < iopamine nerve tracts, j 
Tfie/r effect as an anti psycho- • 
tic medicine supports the • 
hypothesis that the impaired j 
functions of the neuro- - 
transmitters is connected with ■; 
the outbreak of psychotic con - \ 
ditions in the schizophrenic j 
person: through neuroleptic r 
drugs, the “positive symp- j 
toms" of the psychosis are i 
reduced. Neurologists class ’ 
haffu dilations and agitation , as > 
positive symptoms. The nega - : 
tive signs, social withdrawal I 
and lack of sexual drive , are ; 
not influenced by neuroleptic i 
drags. L 

Physical side effects of anti- 
psychotic medicines include . 
extrapyramidal symptoms, 
muscle cramp around the 
mouth (the Scbnauzchcn Syn- 
drome) and strong motoric 
disturbance. Patients 'moss-' " 
santly ~ move hand* or fseL 
The often continuous treat- . 
meat can damage the liver, fg 

view of this, it is riot surprising 
that patients often break tiff - 
drug treatment. , 

Acuta symptoms donot'alr - 
ways develop as a result. HE : 
they do, and if doctors , or 
relatives notice; theyarefe 
noted in what theycahdo. * 
The law allows the . suffered- ' 


whether, to restzme treaiwerif 
not. This is the prribfem.. 
The ill person often does^Qot 
know be or she is ddti A 
refusal to sesame treatment 
can be reversed. only by court 
order. ■ - v ^ 




Psyottatry. anti jfetf afJike . 
OchsenzoU ffospffalin-Hamr 
burg, knows tbejdffficnlties af 


of schizophrenic psychosis is 
illuminating. Norbert Matus- 
sek, of the psychiatric dime 
attached to Munich Universi- 
ty, sees a cause of the produc- 
tion of psychotic symptoms in 
patients with predispositions 
in the overproduction of 
dopamine substances in the 


able pressure and causes him 
or her to appear happy and 
relaxed. 

Diagnosing schizophrenia is 
difficult, so mistakes are not 
rare. Unless a victim commits 
some act, a person suffering 
from a paranoic persecution 
complex can be so inconspi- 


are in short supply in regional. 
psychiatric dimes and are not 
available at an at the psydtiat- . 
rists’ private practices^ Treat- 
ment using drugs did ootheal 
but often even had the effect 
of making the person realty ill 
for the first time, say these 
cri ti cs of con ven tional 


warning such a court 


ject on the grounds rimt c«ri ' j 5^' 
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U.S., Mexico aim for free 
trade, but not without trouble 


By Robert Trautman 

Rewfer 


WASHINGTON — The Un- 
ited States and Mexico have 
.taken the first steps toward a 
-bee-trade agreement, but an 
-end to trading barriers be- 
tween the two neighbours is far 
off and not without trouble, 
economists and trade experts 
say. 

They note it took' the United 
.States and Canada more than 
three years to reach their free- 
trade pact, and in that case 
Jsoth nations were on similar 
levels of economic develop- 
ment and much of their trade 
was already barrier free. 
jiU.S. President George Bush 
and Mexican President Carlos 
Salinas de Gortari Monday 
:directed their senior aides to 
open exploratory talks toward 
a.' free trade pact, with a 
framework to be in place by 
December. 

\.:U.S. officials have said a 
•t£.S. -Mexico pact would come 
ii* three years, but trade ex- 


perts disagreed. 

“We have to think in terms 
of five years,'' said American 
University Latin specialist 
John Heath. 

How long it takes to reach 
an agreement will depend on 
how strenuous its foes fight 
and just what is ultimately in- 
cluded in the pact, experts 
said. 

“It depends on bow areas of 
confict are handled — some 
areas could be put on hold," 
said Brookings Institution 
Mexican specialist Nora Lus- 
tig- 

Early opposition to a U.S.- 
Mexico agreement has come 
from textile and steel makers, 
as well as organised labour. 

They are worried that free 
trade would entice U.S. firms 
to set up shop in labour-cheap 
Mexico, flood the American 
market with cheap imports and 
cost thousands of American 
jobs. 

The White House said in a 
joint statement that “they 
(Bush and Salmas) are con- 
vinced that free trade between 


Mexico and the United States 
can be a powerful engine for 
economic development, creat- 
ing new jobs and opening new 
markets." 

Mexico is America's third 
biggest trading partner, after 
Canada and Japan, with two- 
way trade last year worth $52 
billion. Experts say that with 
all barriers down the figure 
could rise substantially. 


Busb and Salinas said they 
wanted an agreement to cover 
the gradual elimination of tar- 
rife and non-tariff barriers such 
as quotas and the protection 
against piracy of intellectual 
properties such as patents and 
copyrights. 

Overall, they said, the 
agreement should expand the 
two-way flow of goods, ser- 
vices and investments. 

The U.S.’s National Asso- 
ciation of Manufacturers gave 
a trade pact cautious support, 
but warned American nego- 
tiators to be aware of the toll it 
could take on U.S. competi- 
tiveness. 


EC outsiders move to strike deal 


GGTEBORG, Sweden (AP) — 
The leaders of six West European 
nations outside the European* 
Community (EC) are meeting 
here this week to prepare a deal 
which would include their coun- 
tries in a united European with- 
out compromising their 
sovereignty. 

Some observers say that is im- 
possible. But the six members of 
the European Free Trade Asso- 
ciation (EFTA) hope to reach an 
agreement with the European 
Community to create a European 
economic space (EES), which 
would make them part of the 
integrated market. 

: Negotiations between EFTA 
and the EC are scheduled to start 
lime 20th in Brussels. If success- 
ful, they can lead to free flow of 
goods, labour, services and capit- 
al between 350 million people in 
18 West European countries. 

•The leaders of Austria, Fin- 
land, Iceland, Norway, Sweden 
arid Switzerland meet here June 


14th. Their goal is to coordinate 
forces and to live up to the EC's 
demand that EFTA speak with 
“one voice" in the EES negotia- 
tions. 

If the six fail to agree and the 
EES talks break down, EFTA is 
likely to disintegrate after the 
meetings in the Swedish port 
where the organisation also 
marks its 30th anniversary. 

The s ummi t is preceded by the 
regular spring meeting of the 
EFTA ministers on June 13th and 
14th. It comes at a time when the 
organisation, which lacks super- 
national powers, is pressured by 
inner tensions based ou fears of 
missing the EC opportunity. 

Last year, Austri a aske d to join 
the EC and in other EFTA states, 
including Sweden and Norway, 
public opinion is swaying towards 
EC membership. 

Sweden’s conservative and 
liberal parties have vowed to 
apply for EC membership if they 
win the elections in 1991. 


Conservative Party leader Carl 
Bfldt, said in a parliamentary 
debate Tuesday, that “an RES 
agreement can never make 
Sweden more than a fringe state 
in the new Europe.*' 

Many see EFTA as just an 
intermediary step which will be 
dropped, like a used rocket boos- 
ter, when members attain full EC 
memberships. 

EC-member Denmark’s fore- 
ign nriniew Uffe-EDeman Jensen 
recently predicted that ECs cur- 
rent 12 members would swell to 
at least 18 before die turn ut (he 
century and include all or most 
EFTA nations. 

EFTA’s current chairman, 
Sweden’s Minister of Foreign 
Trade Anita Gradin, however, 
said Efta is a “healthy 30-year- 
old.” 

It may well play an “important 
role. Who can predict the future 
.these days,” she told reporters at 
a briefing ahead of the Goteborg 
summit. 


Fujimori pledges to resume 
relation with IMF, banks 


LIMA (AP) — Peruvian 
President-elect Alberto Fujimori 
said he is intent or resuming 
relations with the international 
financial community in a bid to 
renegotiate his nation's S22 bil- 
lion foreign debt after five years 
of financial isolation. 


With Peru’s liquid reserves 
standing at just S134 million and 
enough to cover imports for less 
than two months, it appeared 
very unlikely that Fujimori could 
offer even a token payment to 
creditor banks, other experts 
said. 


, Fujimori, the winner of Sun- 
day's presidential runoff, said 
that will be among his first steps 
toward healing the Peruvian eco- 
nomy. 

: “We will not impose unilateral 
terras, as was done before. The 
idea is not get terms the country 
can afford," he told Peruvian 
reporters, Monday. 

: It was a barely veiled criticism 
against President Alan Garcia, 
ufho in 19S5 limited debt repay- 
ments to 10 per cent of the 
nation’s export revenue. 

f Payments were totally sus- 
pended shortly afterwards, 
prompting the international agen- 
da" to cut off credit to Peru. 

Peru owes $32 million to its 
creditors in interest payments due 
this year alone, according to 
Manuel Romero, a financial ex- 
pert and editor of the economic 
magazine Gestion. 


Romero said that foreign 
monetary reserves at the Central 
Bank have been declining steadi- 
ly in recent months as a result of 
“an import festival” stimulated 
by the government during the 
election campaign. 

Fujimori has offered no details 
concerning his foreign debt 
scheme. According to press re- 
ports, he appointed leftist eco- 
nomist Guillermo Runciman 
Monday to be bis chief debt 
adviser. 


Runciman, a member of the 
United Left Coalition which sup- 
ported Fujimori in Sunday’s 
runoff, would also be member of 
the new debt-negotiating team. 

Fujimori plans an international 
tour late this month that would 
include Canada, the United 
States, West Germany, Italy, 
France, Great Britain, Japan, 
Korea and Taiwan. 


“They are all friends of Peru 
and HI ask for their coopera- 
tion,'’ he said. 

Fujimori, the son of Japanese 
immigrants who arrived in Peru 
in 1930, is particularly hopeful he 
will get substantial help from 
Japan. 

He said be will meet in 
Washington with officials of the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), the institution that cur- 
rent President Garcia once de- 
scribed as “totalitarian.” 

On Tuesday critics warned he 
would get nothing unless he pre- 
sents foe international commun- 
ity with a detailed programme, 
including his most immediate 
steps. 

Fujimori has said little about 
his economic plan besides point- 
ing out he wants to reestablish 
links with foreign banks and dis- 
cuss ways to repay the debt. 

Throughout his campaign he 
harshly opposed famed novelist 
Mario Vargas Llosa's free -market 
oriented ideas. Vargas Llosa 
advocated privatising inefficient 
public. enterprises, reducing the 
bloated bureaucracy by at least 
one third, and ending subsidies 
on goods and services. 


urope economic turmoil 
;hakes sugar markets 


PARIS (R) — The chance that 
economic upheaval in Eastern 
Europe could stimulate big sugar 
•imports from the west have 
faded, sending shock waves 
through world markets. 

] Prices in New York, London 
and Taxis plunged Tuesday as 
word spread through markets 
that Cuba, the region's tradition- 
al supplier, was selling large 
quantities of sugar that ordinarily 
would go to Eastern Europe. 

The prospect of a fundamental 
overhaul of East European eco- 
nomies raised traders' hopes last 
autumn that people there might 
use higher earnings to consume 
mere sugar, a staple long in short 
supply. 

But economic turmoil appears 
to be damping the region's de- 
mand for sugar, at least for the 
moment. 

“There is more Cuban sugar on 
the world market, and that has 
pushed down prices," one trader 
said. 


Cuba's exports to Bulgaria, 
Czechoslovakia, East Germany, 
Poland, Romania and Yugosla- 
via, estimated at 1.2 milfion ton- 
nes in 1989, are expected to drop 
by at least 50 per cent this year, 
trade sources said. 

The falloff stems generally 
from economic belt-tigjhtening in 
Eastern Europe, which squeezes 
domestic demand and makes it 
more difficult for some of the 
countries to pay for Cuban sugar, 
even with manufactured pro- 
ducts, they said. 

Poland, which according to the 
international sugar organisation 
bought an estimated 58,000 ton- 
nes of sugar from Cuba last year, 
has adopted economic reforms 
that have led to a surge in domes- 
tic sugar prices and a sharp drop 
in demand. 

In a stunning turnabout, Po- 
land is expected to export over 
200,000 tonnes of sugar this year. 
Yugoslavia, which bought 18,000 
tonnes from Cuba last year, could 


also export this year. 

Bulgaria, which bought 

308.000 tonnes from Havana in 
1989, would like to continue im- 
porting sugar but has had difficul- 
ty paying for Cuban supplies or 
raising hard currency to buy from 
the world market, trade sources 
said. 

Consumption in Romania, 
which imported 266,000 tonnes 
from Cuba last year, is expected 
to rise this year. 

Unlike Bulgaria, however, 
Romania can afford to buy from 
the world market and may 
already have imported more than 

100.000 tonnes in small purch- 
ases, sources said. 

East Germany, which bought 

357.000 tonnes from Cuba last 
year, may be deferring imports of 
as much as 200,000 tonnes from 
Havana as it awaits entry into the 
European Community (EC). 

Slack East European demand 
for Cuban sugar has freed up 
supplies for other destinations. 


Tehran drains money 
from troubled economy 


DUBAI (R) — Graded by the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), Iran is trying hard to drain 
away vast amounts of cash which 
are sending inflation ever higher. 

The technocrats who head 
Iran's key minis tries face grim 
problems — a currency no one 
wants, dormant industries, farms 
that do not farm and an Islamic 
ideology antagonistic to many of 
the available Western-style eco- 
nomic “cures.” 

Until now, their concern has 
tended to focus on the vast gap 
between the official and free mar- 
ket values of the rial. 

But it is the volume of riab in 
the economy that is the real 
problem," IMF sources say. 

Iran, for the first time since the 
Islami c revolution 10 years ago, 
has been talking to the IMF and 
World Bank about borrowing. 
And an IM F team has visited the 
country. 

The sources said the IMF had 
asked Iran to control its money 
supply to bring down inflation, 
and strengthen the currency as a 
prerequisite for IMF funding. 

They said the government 
appeared to have accepted. The 
issue now is how fast the controls 
can be implemented before inter- 
nal strains reach breaking point 
and the economy collapses. 


Key questions 


The key questions are how 
much money there is in the eco- 
nomy, how much has been taken 
out, and how much more can the 
government afford to remove. 

Official figures give a loose 
estimate of 25 trillion rials in the 
economy. Because everyone 
holds cash, this amount includes 
money in circulation and bank 
operational balances with the 
central bank, roughly equivalent 
to most European measures of 


Riyadh 

launches 

shipping 

fleet 


BAHRAIN (R) — Saudi Arabia 
has launched a new shipping fleet 
.to transport its petrochemicals to 
world markets, a senior shipping 
official said Wednesday. 

“Mohammad A1 Jarbou, chief 
executive of the kingdom’s 
National Shipping Company 
(NSC), said the first of a fleet of 
nine newly-purchased chemical 
camera left the Gulf port of 
Jubail Tuesday with a cargo of 
methanol for Europe. 

Saudi Arabia’s National Che- 
mical Carriers (NCC) bought the 
vessel — the 23,016 deadweight 
tonne (DWT) NCC AJ Baha — 
and eight other ships from Nor- 
way’s Storti Shipping Group for 
S215.6 million, he said. 

NSC took an 80 per cent stake 
in NCC when it was formed with 
a paid-in capital of $200 million 
last March. 

Saudi Basic Industries Cor- 
poration (SABIC), the kingdom's 
giant industrial conglomerate, 
took the remaining 20 per cent. 

“These chemical carriers will 
help diversify our business and 
will make it more economical to 
transport Saudi petrochemical 
and other liquid products,” he 
said. 


Previously all of the Gulfs 
current annual exports of around 
nine million tonnes of ethylene, 
methanol and urea were carried 
by foreign ships. 

industry experts have said the 
six states within the Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) — who 
are spending billions of dollars to 
expand their petrochemical out- 
put — should form their own 
fleets to cut down on transport 
costs. 

The GCC groups Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates. 

Jarbou said the new ships, with 
a total capacity of 250,000 dead-' 
weight tonnes, would continue to 
fly the Norwegian flag and would 
join a pool operated by Norway's 
Odfjell carrying petrochemicals 
and other liquid products global- 
ly- 


Odfjell, a subsidiary of Storli, 
would operate and manage the 
vessels. The remaining eight are 
due to arrive in Saudi Arabia this 
month. 

NSC made a net profit of $71 
million in 1989. up from 59 mil- 
lion the previous year. 

SABIC, which has announced 
plans for a new petrochemical 
plant, saw its 1989 net profit 
decline to $900 million from $980 
million in 1988. 

It produced 9.458 million ton- 
nes of steel, petrochemicals, plas- 
tics and fertiliser during 1989. 


narrow money supply. 

Last week, Iranian President 
Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
said that if Iran did borrow from 
abroad, he thought it best to draw . 
from its own foods held at the 
IMF. 

Rafsanjani also said that Iran’s 
inflation was due to too much 
cash in people’s hands, and too 
few goods in the market. 

He noted that bis government 
had managed to take two trillion 
rials out of the economy since it 
came to power a year ago. 

The government’s ability to 
drain more money depends on 
how much bard cash it has in its 
official reserves, and how much it 
expects to receive in foreign ex- 
change revenues each year. 

Independent economists esti- 
mate reserves, excluding gold,' 
currently total about $5 billion. 

Government officials predict as 
much as $17.8 billion in hard 
currency earnings in the year 
starting March 21. 

But economists believe this is 
optimistic, given recent low oil 
prices on which Iran depends for 
90 per cent of total hard currency 
revenues. Iran this week received 
about $12 per barrel for its oil, 
down from around $15 in March. 

Out of these earnings, analysts 
estimate Iran must pay around S3 
billion a year for food imports. 
The country must also find funds 
to pay for unknown amounts for 
armaments, large investment 
programmes,, and significant 
leakage through corruption. 

The 1989-93 five-year plan en- 
visages $119 billion of foreign 
exchange spending, or $23.8 bil- 
lion a year. 

Iranian economists agree that 
the first task is to rescue the rial, 
but they are pessimistic. 

On Monday, the Central Bank, 
which last week ruled out official 
devaluation as an option. 


announced its third scheme in a 
year to raise the value of the rial 
from its current internal free mar- 
ket rate of 1,400 to (he dollar, a 
record low. 

The bank said it wpuld quote a 
new, as yet unspecified rate from 
next week at which all Iranian 
companies could buy foreign ex- 
change for imports and exports. 

Foreigners are still legally 
obliged to change money at the 
book rate of 70 rials to the dollar. 


An existing regulation allows 
selected firms to exchange at 800 
rials to the dollar. The econom- 
ists said the Central Bank might 
make some impact if it pegged 
the new rate at around 1,200 
rials. But they saw any such move 
as a short-term tactic to gain 
breathing space. 

“They have not got the re- 
serves to back up intervention 
like this ovct a long period,” said 
one economist. 


Moneychangers 


The Central Bank Tuesday 
outlawed foreign currency deal- 
ings except at authorised money- 
changing houses. 

Tehran Radio broadcast a 
statement by the bank warning 
non-anthorised dealers that they 
would be prosecuted if they con- 
tinued their activity. 

Although money changing had 
been officially banned since re- 
volution the government, pin- 
ched by lower oil revenue and 
high war expenditures in the 
1980-88 conflict with Iraq, toler- 
ated a growing black market in 
foreign exchange. 

The Central Bank legalised 
money-changing in January, as 
part of efforts by Rafeanjani’s 
government to bring order to 
money dealings. 


Wednesday, Jane 13, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. doHar 
Pound Sterling 
Deutscbem&rfc 
Swis* franc 


Bar Sda 

669.0 673.0 
1138-7 114SJ 
394.4 396.8 
465-9 468.7 


French franc 117.2 117.9 

Japanese yen (for 100) 432.7 4353 

Dutch Builder 350-5 3S2.6 

Swedish crown 109-2 109.9 

Italian lira (far 100) 53.8 54.1 

Belgian franc (for 10) 1913 193.0 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midscssion 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. (foliar 


1.7060/70 

U.S. dollar 

1.1715/25 

Canadian dollar 

1.6950/55 

Dentscfaemaiks 

1.9075/85 

Dutch guilders 

1.4350/60 

Swiss francs 

34.82/87 

Belgian francs 

5.7025/75 

French francs 

1244/1245 

Italian lire 

154.60/70 

Japanese yen 

6.1135/85 

Swedish crowns 

6.4945/95 

Norwegian crowns 

6.4475/4525 

Danish crowns 

352.80/353.30 

U.S. dollars 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


H4RRT6S-I H 


A 
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FOR SALE 


HAPPY LOTS 



“This house is $175,000, but if 
you cut out our newspaper coupon 
you get 50c off.” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 



CODJUN 


mwmm 

■■ 


PAFFOY 




■ 

■ 


WHATTHETSAiC? 
EVERY TIME FAE? 
CAME UP WITH ONE 
OF HIS STALE 
JOKES. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


— " "cm — njoor 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: ONION 
Answer: 


APPLY 


A spouse can alwi 
when It’s this— ' 


(Answera Monday) 
GARLIC ECZEMA 

let in the tot word 




HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY JUNE 14, 19»0. 

By Thomas S. Pienson, _A**og*. Canon mghterPoundatbn 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: In a 
highly original and progressive 
fashion you are now able to reduce 
those fine and witty comments you 
hare been making to a very sale- 
able and efficient bass. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 

You ntn wind up conversations 

with anyone wbo can be belpfol to 
you in your advance forward and 
tonight ferret out better ways to 
operate. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Get into a tystesmsed way to im- 
prove the quality and output of 
your work load, then later you can 
consult with partner about further 
expansion. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Make engagements and appoint- 
ments during daytime to further 
your happy times when in evening 
schedule hours for coming days 
projects. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Before you leave your 
home see that everything there is 
arranged as you most desire and in 
the evening you can bare happy 

social rime. - 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Busy 
yourself during the daytime seeing 
and making more efficient arrange- 
ments with routine allies, then 
toni gh t have guests beneath your 
own roof. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Complete those financial and 
other practical transactions Chat 
fa w you rhis morning then you can 
get off to more interesting in- 
terests. 


the evening get into more practical 
current affairs. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You have a campaign to 
bring to fight - , your ambitious so 
get them in carty as you wish, that 
you bring them into open with 
considerable success. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to. 
December 21) Find . out what 
hiends and acquaintances expect 
or more Bee of or when w ith yo n 
and in the evening -make private 
pj atw to do what pleases them. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Consult with o ne who : 
has the abffity to. make your world- ; 
}y amb itions come true, then you 
can consider personal wishes on 
bow to get them. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You hare some adva nced 
jtfraxi for getting ahrad so do .with 
is necessary to best understand 
them take there to- one who can; 
hi»tp you make them a reality. ’ 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Yon can get your material 
affairs in good order so that later in 
the day you ran be off to 'sonar- 
appealing and -intriguing new 
activity. 


Today’s If your child were 
born today she or he has all kinds 
of ffamcca in life to make a big 
success and to impress others with 
their _ astuteness in the realm of 
tnsanras as well as where my sarri 
of spiritual or intellectual leanings 
and ideas are concerned. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You can get rid of some in- 
terest that has been in your life and 


“The stars impel, they do aot 
compel. " What you mater of your 
life is largely up to you. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY JUNE 15, 1990 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Be 
considerate of others today as you 
intently handle what is vital bo your 
advancement and progress and you 
will achieve much of value that will 
have a long-lasting benefit. - - 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You ran make this the right day to 
get .into whatever your assets and. 
liabilities and to organise and 
systenrise handling toon more to 
your benefit. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Have conversations of im port a nce 
.with a purposeful partner and 
come to a new meeting of minrk 
while tonight drop the subject for 
the. moment. 

GEMINL (May 21 to June21) You 
ran uncover various and more 
satisfactory ways to attend to your 
own daily activities but in the 
evening steer dear of a depressive 
outsider. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Look into every phase of 
whatever entertainments and 
amusements you want in your life 
and decide which ones; tonight 
steer dear of a dull pal. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Conn 
rider well every aspect of your 
property conditions at your resi- 
dence, especially the pnmbing K and 
arrange to repair whatever re- 
quires it. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Whatever you hare in mind to 
increase your knowledge and 
understanding can nqw.be 
obtained by the effort you put low* 
ferreting it out. 

ITBRA: (September 23 to October 
Look into whatever practical 
conditions face and you can make 
the right decis io ns bow best xo 


attend' them for your advance- 
ment "r " 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem-. 
ber 21) Your own dearer, re-’ 
sourceful and ingenious ideas can 
gain yon real headway in gaining a 
vitally important personal aim, so 
pursue ^ it. positively. 
SAGITTARro& ^Nqywttiber 22 to 
. December 2t) You are . aware of. 
how best to arrange your time and 
efforts so you can obtain; a seoet 
desire that means a very great deal 
to you. _ 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
- January 20) A well organised effort 
to obtain those personal pleasures 

which really send you can be your 
best means for making constructive 
progress. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) A gefod ’-day to start but 
eariy to get whatever vocational 
and public interest* that occupy 
your attention done in a very effi- 
cient fashion. 

PISCES: (February '20 -to March 
20) Consider well every slant in- 
volved in a new venture that has 
your curiosity intrigued and you 
see how you can operate to your 
advantage. 

Today's chfld: If your child were 
bom today she or be is imbued 
with so much energy that from 
earliest days there must be a con- 
structive direction to such activities 
or much that is troublesome be- 
comes a part of this life that could 
puO this progeny-off track in the 
wrong path. Sports and exercise. 
are of enormous value. 


“The stars impel, they do not 
compel." What you make of your 
life is largely up. to you . . 


)- 


THE Daily Crossword by Hanrey L. 


Chaw 


ACROSS 
l Large quantity 
5 Vaughan of 
song 

10 Cummerbund 

74 Amo, 
am as. — 

15 Type of secret 

IS Yes — (choice 
words) 

17 Soap opera 

20 Etches 

21 Giza's land 

22 Machida 
money 

23 Govl. agts. 

25 Discards 

29 Example of a 
38A 

32 Whale chaser 

33 Dress shape 

34 DOE’s domain 

36 Milwaukee has 

one 

40 Ms Zadora 

41 Merits 

42 Movie dog 

43 Like a 
parallelogram 

45 Vocation 

47 Mislay 

46 Had a 
meeting 

49 Step 

52 More mighty 

57 One's own 
estate 

60 Impolite 

61 Wild hope 

62 Louise or 
Turner 

63 A — and a 
day 

64 Removes pits 

65 Laurel 
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Aureobto 


DOWN 

1 Plum type 

2 Adumbration 

3 Gun sound 

4 End ol foke or 
sang 

5 Ladder rungs 
8 Haroui or 

Michael 
7-Cheers 
S Suede 


9 a Jolly 
. floods" 

ID Elegantly done 
- 71 Pretentious 

12 Easy task - 

13 Willow grove 

18 Grate 

19 See 30D 

23 Eels 

24 sin fare 

25 Coarse 
. hominy 

28 Seal 

27 Indian prince 

28 Native in 
Australia 

29 Hollywood's 
Mel - 

30 Baseball Hall 
Of Famer 

31 Aver 
33 Nest 

35 Khayyam 
37 Sucking Hah 
% Workshops 
39 Pave - reads 
44- Twist 


ij;' 

Yesterday’s PaafaSofra* vSff 


nnrea 
noronn nrinn}; 

nnn nfirafl F1 ^-2 nnr?rani1 

nnnn nnnn 

nofira nnnn 

HHHB nnonn nnnn 

Bnnnnnnn n r nnnnri 

rannnnnran nnnnni 
nnnn nnnn 
nnrjgnnj oaafi r, H u 
nnoFi nnnnnnnpnn 

nnnS U 

nnnn nnnn cnur? 
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45 Rebounds 
4§ Surmountl no_ 

48 VIofin- tor . 

• ' shorr- i • - 

49 Nimble - - 

50 Factual — . 

51 Venn opera 


'•'68 

;54-Pluck--->_^ 
55 SfcWan 
’ volcano . ... 
SSTjrtufln’a' dad- 
Sfr* fl o f n tert : 

•' .ater. - 
SB -Before ' : -:-v 
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Al Rashid Detroit Pistons take 
ledds ACC command of NBA finals 


ss-j handball 
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By Mimem Fakbonri ' 

S&ccial tortiie Jordan Times 

AMMAN — At Salt ciubdefe- 
. ftted Iordan's AlAhtiCtab 27-14 
in a_ m a t ch- played within the 
framewoi* of the Arab Coopera- 
tion Council handball cham- 
pionship which started iq- Amman 
Tuesday under the patronage of 
His Majesty King Hussein. 

In another match played 
Wednesday Iraq’s AJ Rashid 
Chib beat 'Egypt’s AI Olympi 
dob 27-24. 

With these results, Al Rashid 
Club leads team standings fol- 
lowed in the second place by Al 
Olympi and Al Salt in the third 
place. AJ Ahli trails in fourth 
(dace. 

The matches which are taking 
place at the Palace of Sports at Al 
Hussein Youth City, was opened 
Tuesday by Youth Minister Ibra- 
him Al Ghababsbeh who depu- 
tised fin- Hfc Majesty. 

Al Ghababsbeh Wednesday re- 
ceived heads of delegations tak- 
ing part , in the championship; 

Ghababsbeh said that these 
meetings between the Arab youth 
are a step towards achieving com- 
prehensive Arab unity and com- 
mended -efforts exerted by Al Salt 
Club, the host, to make the 
championship a success. 


PORTLAND, Oregon (AP) — 
The Detroit Pistons took com- 
mand of the NBA Tuesday 
night, after Isiah Thomas took 
command in the second 

Thomas, whose bank shot with 
2d seconds remaining enabled the 
defending champions to hold off 
a desperate rally and beat the 
Portland Trail Blazers 112-109 for 
a 3-1 lead in the best-of-7 Nation- 
al Basketball Association (NBA) 
championship series. 

- The outcome was in doubt for 
just a few seconds after the game. 
Danny Young’s 3-poun attempt 
went in, but was ruled after the 
buzzer after a discussion by the 
officials. 

The victory, Detroit’s second 
straight in Portland after temper-, 
arily losing the hpmecourt advan- 
tage in game 2, put die Pistons in 
a commanding position to win 
their second consecutive NBA 
title. That feat has been accom- 
plished previously only by the 
Minneapohs-Los Angeles Lakers 
and die Boston Celtics.. 

Two of the remaining three 
games in the best-of-7 series are 
scheduled for the Palace of Au- 
burn Hi As, Michigan, where the 
Pistons are 10-1 in the playoffs 
this season and 18-2 in postseason 
play the last two years. Game 5 
will be in Portland Thursday 
night. 

Thomas scored 32 points in the 
game, 22 in the third quarter to 
seemingly put the Pistons in con- 
trol as they extended a five-point 
halftime lead to 81-65 with 2:16 
left 

Portland, which got 34 poi- 
nts from Clyde Drexier and 
33 from Jerome Kersey, respon- 


ded with an 8-0 run to dose 
the gap to eight* then rallied 
further in the fourth quarter, 
taking the lead on a baseline 
jumper by Terry Pewter with 5:21 
to play. The lead changed hands 
five times before Detroit’s Joe 
Dumaxs hit two free throws to 
make it 98-97 with 3:47 to go. 

The Pistons stayed in front 
until Drexier, who was 14-for-19 
from the field, made two free 
throws with 31 seconds for a 
107-106 lead. 

Porter then lost control driving 
to tiie basket and Thomas was 
fouled after picking op the loose 
ball. He made both free throws 
with 8.4 seconds remaining for a 
110-107 lead. 

Porter made two free throws 
vrith 6.5 seconds and Gerald Hen- 
derson scored on a breakaway 
layup with 1.2 seconds left. 
Yung’s final shot then went in but 
was definitely after the buzzer. 

Dumars, whose father died in 
Louisiana Sunday, missed five of 
his first six shots, but finished 
with 26 points, including six of six 
free throws down the stretch. He 
plans to fly to Louisiana after 
Thursday’s game and attend the 
funeral Saturday. If a sixth game 
is necessary, be will go to Michi- 
gan to play. 

Hie Pistons played most of the 
game without starting forward 
Dennis Rodman, the league’s de- 
fensive player of the year. Rod- 
man, who originally hurt his left 
ankle in the Eastern Conference 
finals and reinjured it in game 2, 
entered the game with 52 seconds 
to play when the Pistons lost two 
forwards to fouls. 


Germans prepare ordeal for UAE 


MILAN. (R) — West Germany, 
looking potential champions when 
they crushed Yugoslavia 4-1 last 
Sunday, wQl subject tire unrated 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) to 
a World Cup ordeal Friday. 

The- UAE, l.fXXM outsiders 
for the title when the draw was 
made last JJecember, anticipated 
the worst long before they arrived 
in Italy when their coach said a 
6-0 defeat by West Germany was 
possible. 

The Wrct Gcrmans played with 
such command a gains t the ! 
Yugoslavs that a drubbing looks 
unavoidable for the; UAE, who 
weredefeated2-^byCotombm in . 
their opening Group D match last 
Saturday. • 


“We are not potting any press- 
ure on the players. Nobody will 
ask them to beat the Germans, 
but in football everything is possi- 
ble — even the UAE beating 
Germany,” the UAE’s Brazilian 
coach Carlos Alberto Paxreira 
said, summoning a note of optim- 
ism.. " 

“We just want to disturb tire 
German team as much as we can 
to make them at least sweat a bit. 
I told the players ‘show what you 
can do, that’s all’.'’ 

. . .The UAE will have taken more 
than a crumb of comfort from 
Egypt’s feat Tuesday when they 
held the Netherlands, European 
champions and among the World 
Cop favourites, to a 1-1 draw in 


GOREN BRIDGE 


.. . WITH OMAR SHARIF 
- & TAHRAH HIRSCH 

Ortao umm h»i «wten fate. 


THE MIND OF THE EXPERT 


Both vulnerable- South deals. 
NORTH 

. * A J 19.9 2 . 
9JJ2. 

0 X 3 ta 
* Q » 

WEST EAST 

.* 4 .. 

7 W-. ; - ,S? QM9JM 

0 8 54 '6.Q9-C.3 2 

♦ AKJ96S43+2 

SOUTH 

. * K Q 7 6 5 

- 7AK7S' 

0'A7 

- *. 10 7 . . 

The bidding: 

Sooth West - -North East . - 
1**3'*' 5 * Pass 

4 6 . , .'t Paw Pass - Paw 

; Opening lead:' ? 

We are indebted for this band to 
Bridge Today (six issues per year, 
521 . Available from Bridge Today, 
18 Village View Bluff, BaHston 
Lake, N.Y. 12019J.lt was played 
during a charity tournament in 
Montreal. ' 

Sitting West was Bob Richman, 
formerly -of- CJevelandand now one 
of the topplayers in A us t ra li a. Nev- 
er shy in the. bidding, he made a 
full-blooded five-club preempt 
over South’s one-spade opening 
bid. When the auction got back to 
him it was at six spades and that 
became the fatal contract. 


Now the mind of the expert took 
over. Richman was sure that, given 
South’s confident slam bid, two 
rounds of dubs would “never” go 
-through. It seemed the best chance 
to defeat six spades lay in scoring 
one dab trick and a heart ruff. But 
to manage that Bast would have to 
have an entry. Since it was surely 
tux a fast entry, what then.? 

- Richman had seen this situation 
many times in newspaper columns 
ami books. He would underiead his 
-ace-king of dubs! To suggest the 
heart return, he carefully selected 
the nine of dubs as bis opening lead. 

Declarer, Martin Caiey of Mon- 
treal, carefully played dummy's 
queen to the first trick and was only 
mildly surmised when it held the 
trick. He drew trumps in two 
rounds, in dummy, ran the 

jack of diamonds, crossed to the ace 
of diamonds and reentered dummy 
with a trump to take a dub discard 
on the king of diamonds. Declarer 
riaimud his slam, oooceding only a 
heart trick. Easy. 


Cinema 
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Tel: 625155 



Palermo. 

West Germany have had their 
problems with teams in past 
World Cups, drawing 0-0 with 
Tunisia in 1978 and sensationally, 
losing 2-1 to Algeria in 1982. 

But the 1990 West Germans, 
driven by the enthusiasm of Son- 
day’s two-goal hero Lothar 
Matthaeus, are determined mood 
and team chief Franz Becken- 
bauer has promised an all-out 
offensive. 

“We have put them under 
pressure and disturb them. We’ve 
got to do that against the Emi- 
rates almost better than -against 
the Yugoslavs,” he said. 

Beckenbauer, guarded about 
his selection before the Yugosla- 
via match, found the first spirited 
performance so convincing that 
he immediately announced an 
identical line-up against the 
UAE. 

“They have a different game. 
They must not be underesti- 
mated,” he said. “They keep the 
game in their half for a long 
period. We are not accustomed to 
that kind of game, so we will have 
to adapt.” 


Spain, 
Uruguay 
draw 0-0 

STEVE KETTLEUDINE (R) — 
Uruguay’s Ruben Sosa Wednes- 
day spoilt one of the best per- 
formances of the World Cup so 
far by missing a penalty that 
would have given Uruguay vic- 
tory over Spaas instead of a 0-0 
draw. The exciting Group E 
dash, bringing together the last 
two teams to get into World Cup 
action, ended goalless despite 
great efforts by Sosa and Uru- 
guayan captain Enzo Francesco ti. 

The pair mesmerised the Span- 
ish defence with jinking runs and 
silky «lrilk, but just could not 
convert them into goals. 

Sosa, who had done everything 
right for more than an hoar, blew 
all his efforts away in the 72nd 
mmole. 

Nelson Gutierrez’s header 
from a corner beat Spanish goal- 
keeper Andom Zubizarreta but 
Francisco ViOaroya bandied to 
prevent a goal. 

Sosa stepped up to the penalty 
spot for what should have been 
an easy winner, but instead 
blasted the ball way over the bar. 
He held his head in his hands in 
anguish. 

The result left both teams still 
well in contention in Group E, 
the tightest-balance opening 
round group which also includes 
Belgium awl South Korea. 

Four players, two from each 
side , were booked in a physical 
and lively, but rarely dirty en- 
counter. 

After the match Sosa said: 
“We pressurised Spain and it's 
good that we have one point but 
we could have had two. It was a 
bad penalty. I hit the ball too 
hard.” 

Spanish trainer Luis Suarez 
said: “It was 0-0 but it wasn’t a 
bad match. At least we’ve come 
out of it with one point.” 

After a hesitant opening few 
minutes, both t«mi» began build- 
ing np what became a fast, fu- 
rious and tigbtiy-fougfat contest. 

Spain held the initiative 
through most of the first half, 
breaking quickly from defence 
with long, raking passes. 

But the Uruguayan defence 
held firm and the Spaniards were 
unable to convert the few dear 
chances they created. 

In the second half, the Uru- 
guayans dominated dearly. Over 
tiie game as a whole, they had 10 
shots on goal to their opponents’ 
three, and earned six corners to 
Spain’s one. 

“We’ve lost a very good oppor- 
tunity to beat Spain,” Uruguayan 
manager Oscar Tabarez said. 
“Now well have to go all out to 
beat Belgium and South Korea.” 

“The first match is always diffi- 
cult, especially when it’s between 
two countries with such rich tradi- 
tions as these two,” he noted. 
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SUMMER CLU! 

* June 18 to July 26, 1990, Mondays through Thursdays 
"Age 4 - 16 

"Transportation provided 

* Programme includes: 

— Swimming & tennis with instruction — Reid trips 

— Camping & outdoor adventures — Drama 

— Typing in Arabic & English —Music 

— Photography — Art 

— English, Arabic, French, Math — Computer 

For more Information please call 814188 or visit us in 
SwaMeh 


jubilation in Arab countries 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — Jubilation' 
swept through the Arab Gulf 
countries Tuesday over Egypt’s 
1-1 draw with World Cup soccer 
favourite the Netherlands. 

Id Kuwait, newspapers termed 
it a “success,” and the news 
captured frontpage headlines 
alongside major domestic politic- 
al developments. 

“Congratulations to the 
Arabs,” splashed the daily news- 
paper Al Anbaa, while the head- 
line of the daily Al Qabas 
read: “The Egyptians Have Hon- 
oured Arab Soccer.’’ 

“Spirited and courage&us 
Egypt humbled mighty Nether- 
lands,'* Wrote the En glish -la n- 
guage newspaper Kuwait Times- 

In neighbouring United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) large groups of 
Egyptian workers took to streets 
in tumultuous car parades. 

The UAE papers joined the 
chorus of enchanted Arabs, with 
the state-run Al Ittihad lauding 
the Egyptian performance a 
“marvellous result,” and a 
“shock to the Netherlands.” 

The Sharjah-based AI Khaleej 
said the Egyptians “played the 
game of their life.” 

In Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Qatar, Oman and elsewhere in 
the Arabian Peninsula, local resi- 
dents stayed up with families of 
Egyptian workers, to celebrate. 

“People here, Arab hosts and 
Egyptian guests alike, are thirsty 
for victory, and land of victory, to 
offset the mental depression cre- 
ated by political, economic and 
military failures,” commented 
Hisham Al Ashqar, an Egyptian 
agricultural engineer living in 
Bahrain. 

“The outcome of the Egypt- 
Holland match is a perfect diver- 
sion.” 

In Egypt, Cairo’s skies lit up 
with fireworks as thousands of 
Egyptians poured into the streets, 
chanting and honking car horns in 
jubilation over their team’s 1-1 
draw with the Netherlands in its 
first World Cup game. 

Piling into open trucks in the 
early hours Wednesday, they 
beat tambourines, waved Egyp- 
tian flags and shouted, ’God Is 
Great.” 

Others hung out of car win- 
dows, stripped off T-Shirts and 
let them fly in the breeze, while 
, some jumped onto horse-drawn 
carts and cheered their way 
through the city. 

Cairo’s streets had been de- 
serted while the Egyptian team — 
tiie first to qualify for the World 
Cup finals in 56 years — played 
the Netherlands. But minutes af- 
ter the match finished, the city 
burst into life. 

“Egypt is not going to sleep 
tonight.” said a traffic policeman 
watching the crowds block one of 
Cairo's main bridges. 

“My heart almost stopped 


when the Dutch scored,” said 
Attiya Abdo Attiya, who 
travelled from the Nile Delta 
town of Mansoura to Cairo espe- 
cially to watch the match. 

“I have been feeling absolute 
terror since the morning and have 
been living on the hopes that 
Egypt would draw in this match,” 
he said. “Our team played like 
men. We congratulate them with 
all our hearts for making us 
proud.” 

His Majesty King Hussein sent 
a telegram congratulating Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak on 
the team’s performance. 

Mubarak, who told the team 
before their departure to Italy to 
play as though they were on a 
patriotic mission, sent them a 
telegram of thanks after the 
match. 

“You captured the admiration 
of your people who followed with 
care and interest your efforts to 
make Egypt's name stand up high 
in the World Cup matches ... you 
were a picture of pride for 
Egypt’s youth,” Mubarak said. 

Tourists joined Egyptians in 
the celebrations. Some of Cairo’s 
taxi drivers — notorious for bul- 
lying customers — gave their 
passengers free rides. 

“Thank God. Thank God,” 
said one young man. “It is true 
we drew with Holland, but with 
that match we consider ourselves 
to have won the World Cup.” 

The state-owned Cairo Televi- 
rion which broadcast the game 
live, interrupted its regular prog- 
ramme several times to air 
Mubarak’s congratulations. 

The television kept replaying 
the Egyptian goal almost every 
five minutes for most of the re- 
maining programme for the night 
accompanied with joyful national 
songs. It also repeatedly replayed 
Egyptian attacks on the Dutch. 

Experts and ordinary specta- 
tors agreed that Egyptian players 
outplayed those of the Dutch, 
inducting stars like Ruud Gullit 
and Marco Van Bastes and de- 
served a win instead of the 1-1 
draw. 


4 RENT'') 

Many villas and apartments 
for rent & sale furnished or 
unfurnished in Abdoun. Um 
Utheina, Sweifieb and many 
other locations. 

For more details please call 

ABDOUN REAL 


Tel: 

810609,810605 






Hairstylest 


Announce of His Transferlng From Plaza Salon To s 

PHILADELPHIA INTERNATIONAL HOTEL 

AMMAN Tel: 685493 , 663100 



FOR SALE 


1984 Mercedes 190E, 87,000 kms, A/C, Sunroof, AM/FM radio, 
leather interior, new tires and battery. Excellent condition. 
$12,000 — DUTY NOT PAID. 

Ml Larry or Joan at 814035 after 5 jun. 


• * 1988 Audi 80 * * 

White, manual transmission 1800 CC, radio cassette, 
electric antenna, seat covers kept under cover, as new. 

* * Duty no paid * * 

Call 711632 for details 


CAR FOR SALE 
Duty Unpaid 

Mercedes 200 - 140.000 km. - 1983 model. 

Also furniture for sale (ex. for baby, tables, videos, etc....). 

Telephone 671125 


FOR RENT 

Fully furnished deluxe roof, 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, large kitchen & terraces. 

Location: Al-Swaifiyeh - 6th Circle. 

Tel. 819052 


Egyptian coach Mahmoud Al 
Gohaxy was shown on the televi- 
sion screen min utes after the 
game ended saying from Paler- 
mo: “I dedicate the result to 
Egypt and the people of Egypt 
and ... until next match.” 

Al Gohaxy said however “we 
have a long way to go. There is 
England and there is Ireland.” 
He was referring to the other 
iMmt in Group F. 

Mahmoud Sayess, the coach of 
Egypt’s largest and most 
strongest soccer club, Ahli, said 
the Egyptians were giants and 
played according to a good and 
well-balanced plan. 

“They were dose to win. They 
missed three sure chances and 
singled out Hossam Hassan, 
Gamal Abdul Hamid and Ahmed 
Al Kas,” Sayess said in a tele- 
phone interview with the Associ- 
ated Press. 

“They (Egyptian players) were 
able to reduce the danger of the 
Dutch trio, Gullit, Van Basten 
and (Frank) Rijkaard,” he said. 

Hussein Madkour, a former 
secretary-general of the Egyptian 
Soccer Federation and a televi- 
sion commentator, said “our 
team should have won. It was the 
better all the time.” 

Hani Mustafa, the coach of 
Egypt’s second national soccer 
team, the Olympics, said “Egypt 
could have topped its group if the 
players were able to make use of 
the good chances that were open 
to them.” 

A television announcer com- 
menting on the game from Paler- 
mo shouted “it is heaven justice,” 
when Magdi Abdul Gharri scored 
from a penalty kick. 

In Palermo, Dutch captain 


Ruud Gullit admitted his team : 
must improve if they are to avoid 
an early departure from the 
World Cup following Tuesday's 
1-1 draw with unfancied Egypt- : 

“We have to rediscover our 
strength. We have to do some- 
thing more because if we go on 
this way we will be eliminated?’ ■ 
Gullit said. 

The Dutch. European cham- 
pions two years ago and among ; 
the favourites in Italy, never got • 
into their stride against the fasL • 
and skilful Egyptians, who would 
have emulated Cameroun’s sen- , 
rational win over Argentina had : 
they shown more composure -?h ■ 
front of goal. 

“We’ve been playing very bad- 
ly for two years ... there are 
players (in the Dutch team) who 
don’t have trust in others,” Gullit { 
said. 

The Dutch had looked set for j 
an undeserved win through sub- ! 
stitute Wim Kieft’s deflected 58th ■ 
minute goal. But Magdi Abdu! j 
Gbani equalised from the penalty i 
spot seven minutes from the end • 
after Ronald Koeman brought ■ 
down Hossam Hassan. 

The European champions hac~: 
a fraught run-up to this tourha-^J 
ment. Coach Thijs Libregts was 
racked less than three months ago. . 
and it was feared Gullit, the-' 
team’s pivotal player, would not 
be fit after a year plagued with ! 
knee problems. 

The dreadlociced Gullit failed' 
to make any real impact on Tues- ' 
day in only his third full appear- 
ance for over a year and admitted 
he found it hard to regain his 
touch in a struggling team. 


ASSISTANT JOURNALIST NEEDED 

Amman-based foreign correspondent needs an assistant 
on part-time or full-time basis. 

Applicants must have good command of English and 
Arabic, both spoken and written, and a strong interest in 
journalism prior experience not required. 

Pis. send C.V. to: 

SBN 

P.O. Box 9630 
Amman 

All applications would remain confidential - 


CAR FOR SALE IN IRBID 


‘Yellow plates - duty free” 

U.S. Jeep - 4 WD. international - Scout, power steering, 1975 model. 
4-cylinder - 2500 CC, stereo, radio, cassette, colour - Red/Wh'rte. 

Tel: 271100 - (3301) i 


WANTED FOR EMPLOYMENT "I 

An expanding Jordanian publishing company active in- 
newsletters, research, writing, editing, translation and-, 
book production seeks to hire two Jordanian employees, ■■ 
on a fulltime or half-time basis. 

1 . Writer/editor: Completely fluent in Arabic and English,-- 
to research, write and edit newsletters on political, 
economic and social affairs about Jordan, and various ’ 
reports on economic and social issues. Journalistic- 
experience is a big advantage. 

2. Layout and production person: to produce newsletters, V 
booklets, books and leaflets, using computer-based; 
desktop publishing systems. Previous experience on 
computers and desktop publishng systems is useful,- 
but not essential. 

Interested applicants should send a c.v. and: 
samples of work to the general manager, P.O., 
Box 9446, Amman, Jordan. 


The National Music Conservatory/.; 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
PRESENTS 


PIANO, STRINGS, OBOE... 

In Concert 

Saturday, June 16, 1990, at 8:30 p.m. 

The Royal Centre Main Theatre 
In The Programme 

Bach, Beethoven, Rimsky Korsakov & Others • 
Tickets: JD 4 each 

Available at: The National Music Consevatory* 
Tel. 687620 

The Royal Cultural Centre, Tel. 669026 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


BAT 21 


Ptrifennaoces: $30,.'6;i5, 8^0, l<k30 


Cinema 

Tel: 6341441 


I d -J 1 M 1 r WTliWH 


Tel: 675571 Cinema 



Tel: 699238 


HOLLYWOOD 
AIR FORCE 


Performances: 3:30. 6:15, 10:30 


















World News 


Gorbachev proposes loose 
federation of sovereign states 


MOSCOW (AP) — Faced with a splintering empire. 
President Mikhail Gorbachev has proposed restruc- 
turing the Soviet Union into a loose federation of 
sovereign states, officials said. 


Gorbachev made the proposal 
Tuesday, the same day that the 
parliament of the huge Russian 
Republic approved a resolution 
declaring that its laws would take 
priority over national ones. 

After refusing for weeks to 
negotiate with the breakaway 
Baltic republics unless they 
agreed to abide by the Soviet 
constitution. Gorbachev met 
Tuesday with the presidents of 
Latvia." Lithuania and Estonia. 

Lithuanian President Vytautas 
Landsbergis hinted that the 
Kremlin might soon end the 
embargo against his republic. 

The unofficial Interfax news 
agency Wednesday quoted Soviet 
Prime Minister Nikolai I. Ryzh- 
kov, who also attended the ses- 
sion, as saying: “After yesterday 
evening’s discussion with Lithua- 
nian representatives, I can say 
that the solution of the Lithua- 
nian question is finally getting off 
the ground.” 

Ryzhkov, speaking to repor- 
ters, indicated the Kremlin was 
prepared to lift its economic 
embargo of Lithuania as soon as 
talks began. 

“We told Landsbergis that if 
our proposal is accepted, then 
we’ii sit down at the negotiation 
table and then we can make the 


decision on the normalising of 
our economic relations,” he said. 

The Kremlin imposed a partial 
economic blockade on Lithuania 
in mid-April, cutting off supplies 
of fuel and other raw materials. 
Lithuania declared independence 
on March 11, and Estonia and 
Latvia soon followed suit with 
measures announcing a transition 
period to independence. 

Ryzhkov was scheduled to 
meet with Lithuanian Prime 
Minister Kazimiera Prunskdene to 
discuss the embargo. 

Latvian President Anatoly 
Gorbunov said Gorbachev had 
made a concrete offer to enter 
negotiations. 

“This is an absolute recogni- 
tion of the legality of our declara- 
tion” that Latvia has began a 
tr ansi tion to independence, Gor- 
bunov d aimed. “This is a new 
thing.' 1 

Gorbachev met with the Baltic 
presidents after a session with the 
federation council, an advisory 
body consisting of the presidents 
of all IS Soviet republics. 

Gorbachev said be had sum- 
moned the council to begin work 
on “realising the key idea of 
deeply re-forming our federa- 
tion." 


Gorbachev proposed that the 
country’s republics agree on a 
new, looser union of “sovereign 
states,” officials said after the 
meeting. 

The 59-year-old Soviet leader 
has pledged repeatedly since last 
fall to work out a new union 
treaty. Some reformers would 
like to transform the Soviet Un- 
ion into a confederation of inde- 
pendent countries, like the Euro- 
pean Community or the British 
Commonwealth. 


Tuesday’s proposal for a union 
of “sovereign states" is the 
closest that Gorbachev has come 
to publicly considering such a 
radical change. 

The Russian resolution assert- 
ing that republic’s autonomy has 
no immediate legal effect. But if 
it takes hold, it conkl bring a 
dramatic reduction in Gor- 
bachev’s authority. Russia has 52 
per cent of the Soviet Union's 
population and three-quarters of 
its land mass. 


would be likely to shift substan- 
tial powers from the federal gov- 
ernment to the republics. Gor- 
bachev has promised repeatedly 
that a new federation structure 
would solve the republics’ grie- 
vances, but independence activ- 
ists dismissed his assurances in 
the past for lack of a concrete 
proposaL 

Some reformers have sug- 
gested that central government 
retain control over foreign policy 
and defence. Others have added 
control of some industries, over- 
all economic planning and other 
duties to the list. 


Bucharest 
police 
clash with 
protesters 


The Russian Congress of Peo- 
ple’s Deputies, under the lead- 
ership of radical reformer Boris 
Yeltsin, voted 907-13 to pass the 
declaration. The statement was 
weaker than originally proposed, 
because it says Russia’s 
sovereignty — and the priority of 
its laws over national ones — will 
be worked out in a new Russian 
cons ti t u tion and onion treaty. 

Any new treaty that keeps the 
Soviet Union a single country 


Meanwhile, search and rescue 
groups in the troubled Central 
Asian Republic of Kirghizia have 
revised to 143 the death toll from 
this month's ethnic violence, 
TASS reported Wednesday. 

The body count was nine more 
than that listed Tuesday by the 
Kirghiz Interior Ministry and re- 
ported by TASS, the official 
Soviet News Agency. 

Meanwhile, a top Interior 
Ministry official said that about 
24,000 people have been arrested 
and about 4,000 firearms and 500 
explosive devices seized in two 
years of civil strife — primarily 
ethnic dashes. 

No new violence was reported 
Tuesday in the region near the 
border city of Osh in Western 
Kirghizia, where clashes between 
ethnic Kirghiz and Uzbeks began 
earlier this month over a land 
dispute. 


Another 
suspected 
guerrilla 
arrested in 
E. Germany 


6 top Cambodia aides held 
for bid to form rival party 


EAST BERLIN (R) — A sus- 
pected West German leftist guer- 
rilla wanted for murder and kid- 
napping in the 1970s was cap- 
tured in East Germany Wednes- 
day, the second such arrest in a 
week. 

Interior Minister Peter- 
Michael Diestel said in a state- 
ment that Inge Viett, wanted by 
West Germany for 15 years, was 
arrested in Magdeburg overnight 
by criminal police working in 
conjunction with West German 
security investigators. 

Viett, 46, is suspected of in- 
volvement in the Red Army Fac- 
tion (RAF) guerrilla group’s mur- 
der of a senior West Berlin judge 
in 1974 and the kidnapping of the 
city’s Christian Democratic 
(CDU) leader in 1975. 

RAF suspect Susanne 
Albrecht, wanted in connection 
with the execution-style slaying of 
a Frankfurt banker in 1977, was 
arrested in East Berlin a week 
ago after living for 10 years under 
cover as an East German citizen. 

Diestel said the arrest of Viett, 
like that of Albrecht, was a coup 
for deepening East-West German 
security cooperation as the coun- 
tries approach unification after 
the 1989 collapse of East Ger- 
many's Communist dictatorship. 

His statement, carried by the 
East German News Agency 
ADN, gave no further details of 
Viett's arrest. 

Viett and Albrecht, 39, had 
long been on Bonn's most- 
wanted list of RAF commandos 
from the group's heyday in the 
1970s. when it rattled public life 
with a campaign of murder and 
bombings against “establish- 
ment” targets. 

The West German magazine 


BANGKOK (AP) — A cabinet 
minis ter is among at least six 
senior government officials and 
army officer s arrested and ac- 
cused of trying to for m a rival 
political party, a U.S. human 
rights group said in a statement 
Tuesday. 

Asia Watch said the officials 
were arrested between May 21 
and May 25 on suspicion of trying 
to set up the Kanapak Sangkum 
Pracheatipatey Serei, or Liberal 
Social Democratic Party. 

Cambodia's one-party Com- 
munist administration was instal- 
led by a Vietnamese invasion of 


the country in late 1978. It con- 
tinues to fight three guerrilla 
groups backed by China and 
other countries. 

The statement, dated Tuesday 
and seen in Bangkok Wednesday, 
said the executive director of 
Asia Watch. Sidney Jones, was in 
the Cambodian capital of Phnom 
Penh at the time of the arrests. 

“Up until now political arrests 
have been largely finked to the 
resistance factions based in Thai- 
land,” Jones was quoted as 
saying. “These men were 
appare n tly trying to take advan- 
tage of a changed political dimate 


and move Cambodia towards a 
multiparty system. It looks like 
they may have jumped the gun.” 
■ The statement identified those 
arrested as Ung Phan, the minis- 
ter of transport, communications 
and posts; Nou Saing Khan, the 
chief of p lanning and statistics at 
the same ministry; ^Lan Man, the 
deputy director of the European 
and American £ureau of the 
Foreign Ministry! Thun Saray, 
acting director of the Institute of 
Sociology; Col. On Sum of the 
Research Department of the De- 
fence Ministry; and another offic- 
er, Lt-CoL Kay Mathury. 


Burmese rebels will only talk to new government 


MANERPLAW, Burma (Agen- 
cies) — Ethnic guerrillas in Bur- 
ma vowed to keep fighting until 
they could negotiate a ceasefire 
and peace settlement with the 
winners of last month’s elections, 
a guerrilla leader said. 

General Bo Mya, chairman of 
the Democratic Alliance of Bur- 
ma, said the alliance of minority 
groups would step up pressure on 
the military government to hand 
over power to the poll victors. 

“If General Ne Win and his 
government prolong the hand- 
over of power, then there is only 
one alternative left and that is to 
fight on to achieve democracy,” 
he said. 


tain in 1947. 

Bo Mya was speaking to Reu- 
ters in this Burmese town by the 
winding Moei River on the Thai 
border at the start Tuesday of a 
three-day meeting to coordinate 
strategy following the opposition 
National League for Democracy’s 
sweeping win in parliamentary 
elections on May 27. 

“If the military hands over 
power to the elected representa- 
tives and if this new government 


will seek peace and national re-" constitution. 


its main leaders. The league's 
Secretary-General Aung San Suu 
Kyi has been under bouse arrest 
since last July. 

Many former army officers 
were in the Democracy League, 
he added. 

The ruling military council, 
which many believe is dominated 
by long-time authoritarian ruler 
Ne Win, has said it will only hand 
over power after the new parlia- 
ment has drafted and passed a 


The outlawed alliance links 23 
ethnic guerrilla groups with dissi- 
dents who fled to insurgent- 
controlled zones after the military 
crushed a pro-democracy uprising 
in September 1988. 

The largest guerrilla group, the 
Karen, has been fighting for 
autonomy almost since Burma 
gained independence from Bri- 


condiiation, we will talk with 
them,” Bo Mya said. 

“Only then can we talk about a 
ceasefire,” be added. 

In the past six months the 
Burmese army has launched a 
devastating offensive on guerrilla 
bases along the border, capturing 
many. Thousands of refugees 
have fled across die border into 
Thailand. 

Bo Mya also expressed concern 
that the Democracy League could 
share power with the military 
government to gain the release of 


On the first day of the three- 
day meeting, participants agreed 
to push for a federal government 
in Rangoon and autonomy for the 
ethnic minorities in their own 
states. 

Brang Seng, vice chairman of 
the alliance, said the alliance 
would only accept a constitution 
that treated minority groups on 
an eqnal footing with the ethnic 
Bormans. 

Meanwhile U.S. human rights 
group has called on Thailand to 
halt the forcible repatriation of 
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Tamil rebels kill 90 
Sri Lankan policemen 


BUCHAREST (R) — Police and 
anti-government demonstrators 
huriing stones fought running 
battles in central Bucharest side 
streets Wednesday. 

Demonstrators overturned an 
empty police minivan and set it 
on fire in a street alongside 
Bucharest’s Institute of 
Architecture. 

The clashes, in which demon- 
strators and blue-helm eted police 
with truncheons surged up and 
down side streets, flared 10 hours 
after police broke up a marathon 
anti-government protest before 
dawn. 

Reuter correspondents saw 
police take several injured de- 
monstrators and policemen from 
the area. 

Several dozen police officers 
and protesters were involved in 
the clashes. 


The nearby demonstration 
zone cleared by police earlier — a 
400-metre stretch of Magheru 
Boulevard blocked by buses and 
trucks — was calm. 

The clashes died down after 
about an hour, with some 300 
demonstrators standing eyeball to 
eyeball with police in a side street 
off Magheru Boulevard. 

A government statement said 
police had detained 263 people in 
what one witness called a “swift, 
surgical operation” before dawn. 

The plate glass doors of the 
22-storey Intercontinental Hotel 
were smashed when demonstra- 
tors ran into the building and 
police chased them. 

Police kept the Magheru 
Boulevard and adjacent Universi- 
ty Square sealed off with tracks 
and buses. 


COLOMBO (R) — Tamil separ- 
atist guerrillas shot dead .90 
Sinhalese policemen they 
abducted Monday after capturing 
police stations in Sri Lanka’s east- 
ern districts, military sources said 
Wednesday. ... 

The sources said the liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eeelam Wednes- 
day ignored a ceasefire agree- 
ment due to come into effect at 
noon and resumed attacks on 
three army camps in the east. 

“Oar forces are fighting back 
backed by helicopters,” a military 
officer said. . 

The ceasefire, agreement fol- 
lowed talks between, a senior 
minister, Shaiml Haraeed, and 
Tiger leaders in their stronghold 
in northers Jaffna. 

“It was agreed drat by 12 noon 
tomorrow, Wednesday, all acts of 
violence must have -stopped,” a 
statement issued after Justice 
Minister Hameed returned to Col- 
ombo Tuesday night skid. 

As the deadline approached, 
military sources said foe Tigers 
intensified attacks on foe army 
camps at Kalavanchikudi, Kiran 
and Kalmunai in the eastern Bat- 
ticaloa and Amparai districts. 

The sources said 3,000 troop 
reinforcements' were rushed to 
foe eastern districts Tuesday 
night. 

The island newspapers, quot- 
ing a police sub-inspector who 
escaped from foe Tigers, said that 
many of foe captured policemen 
had been lined up and foot. 

The policeman said he heard 
the death cries of his colleagues 
as he plunged into the jungle and 
escaped. 

Unconfirmed reports said 117 
policemen out of 600 abducted by 
foe rebels Monday were killed. 

Military sources said in addi- 


tion to foe .captured policemen 
kilted, at least 25 other policemen 
and soldiers died in the fighting in 
the past two days. They said at 
least 25 Tigers were killed and 
100 were wounded in foe battles. 

The fightmg shattered an un- 
easy truce between the Tigers and 
foe government, which opened 
peace talks with foe rebels last 
May, and now threatens another 
civil war. 

The Tigers have been fighting 
for almost 20 years for a separate 
state for minority Tamils in the 
north and east, but had indicated 
they were ready to abandon 
armed struggle and accept a poli- 
tical solution based on elections 
to a regional council with wide- 
ranging local powers. 

The policemen were captured 
after Tiger rebels att acked 10 
police stations in Batticaloa. and 
Amparai districts. 

Military sources said the rebels 
seized 625 small arms, 70,000 
rounds of ammunition and vehi- 
cles from foe stations. They took 
25 milli on rupees ($625,000) kept 
in foe Batticaloa station by two 
state banks in the area. 

Batticaloa was one of the first 
stations to be captured by the 
rebels Monday. . 

The sources said that Tuesday 
the rebels overran three more 
police stations at Kankesanturai, 
Point Pedro and Valvettjturai in 
foe northern Jaffna peninsula and 
another at Murunkan in foe 
north-western Mannar district 

Deputy Defence Minister Ran- 
jan Wijeratne Tuesday told par- 
liament the government would 
take tough action against the 
guerrillas if they did not stop the 
attacks. 

“We will flatten the LTTE 
(Tigers),” he said. 


Several hundred people 
gathered outside the barriers, 
sporadically shouting slogans 
against foe police and the govern- 
ment. 

Scuffles broke out when about 
2,000 workers from a state-owned 
machinery plant marched to the 
nearby University Architecture 
Institute to support foe police 
action. 

Students barricaded them- 
selves inside the building, and at 
least three windows were 
smashed. 


Cheney: Defence cuts would 
force armed forces layoffs 


Burmese refugees, a statement 
seen Wednesday said. 

Thai police and troops in the 
northwestern town of Mae Sot 
last Thursday rounded up about 
1,000 Burmese civilians they said 
were illegal migrant workers and 
forced them across the Moei Riv- 
er back into Burma. 

In a statement dated Tuesday, 
Asia Watch urged U.S. President 
George Bush to demand an end 
to the deportations when Thai 
Prime Minister Chatichai 
Choonhavan visits Washington. 
Chatichai was due to meet Bush 
Thursday. 

“The Thai government appears 
to be cynically exploiting the re- 
sults of Burma’s elections in 
order to rid itself of a swelling 
population of refugees who have 
fled Burma in fear of their lives.” 
said foe statement seen in Bang- 
kok. 

Last week Thai officials said 
there was no danger for the Bur- ■ 
mese to return as there was now 
democracy in Burma. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Cut- 
ting more than $8 billion from 
President George Bush’s 1991 de- 
fence budget would- force layoffs 
of more than 140,000 military 
personnel. Defence Secretary 
Dick Cheney has told Congress. 

“We would end up doing great 
violence to our most important 
military asset — our men and 
women,” Cheney said in painting 
a dire picture of foe armed forces- 
if Congress significantly cuts de- 
fence spending. 

White House officials and 
members of Congress are nego- 
tiating an overall budget for the 
fiscal year beginning Oct. 1 that 
would determine foe amount of 
money for defence. 

Cheney promised negotiators 
last week that he would submit by 
Thursday armed forces personnel 
projections for foe next five years 


During his appearance, 
Cheney was forced to defend his 
plan to buy 75 B-2 Stealth bom- 
bers, which according to latest 
estimates could cost $860 mfllfon 
each. . . 

“My view is that we probably 
ought to scrap the B-2 or just buy 
the B-2s in production,” Sen. 
Dale Bumpejs told Cheney. 

Bumpers questioned whether 
foe Soviets would be able to 
detect foe Stealth bomber if they 


if defence spending is cut by 25. 

rv»r ,vnf J develop sophisticated Aegis radar 

pci CCUU , . T If. 


He provided a hint of foe im- 
pact Tuesday in testimony before 
the Senate Appropriations Sub- 
committee on Defence. 

Cheney said a 25 per cent cut 
would result in a reduction of five 
to six army divisions and five to 
-six wings from foe air force. If 
Congress adopts foe budget totals 
passed by foe bouse on May 1, - 
Cheney said be would be forced 
to layoff 103,000 personnel in 
addition to the 38,000 in foe 
defence plan. 

The House approved as $1.2 
trillion budget that applies $295.5 
billion for defence — $8.3 billion 
less than Bush has proposed. 

The Senate Budget Committee 
has approved an overall budget 
that cuts Bush's $303.3 billion 


that foe United States has in its 
naval fleet. 

Cheney said foe air force has 
not tested the Stealth bomber 
against Aegis radar and that low 
observability testing of the bom- 
ber is scheduled to begin this fall; 

In a separate development, 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker said Tuesday a fun- 
damental NATO doctrine 

— first use of nuclear weapons in 
response to a Soviet threat 

— will be reviewed as foe West- 
ern alliance redefines its role. 

Baker, in testimony before the 
Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee, did not say if the Bush 
administration would support re- 
placement of current policy with 
a “no first use” doctrine. 


Frustrated West Germans want return of Berlin Wall 


Der Spiegel said this week that ^^BERW (Agencies) — 
Bonn believed several Inna- Overwhelmed by the pace of 


Bonn believed several long- 
sought RAF guerrillas, including 
Viett, had found refuge in East 
Germany with the connivance of 
its former Stalinist security 
police. 

Virtually all of the RAF s 1970s 
guerrillas were captured by the 
early 1980s and sentenced to long 
prison terms for murder, bomb- 
ing, kidnapping and armed rob- 
bery. 

The group killed several lead- 
ing businessmen and a senior 
diplomat in foe 1980s but has 
been largely inactive in recent 
years due to investigative break- 
throughs and improved security 
precautions for public figures. 

A Dresden newspaper Tuesday 
reported that another fugitive 
RAF guerrilla, Silke Maier-Witt, 
had been living in East Germany 
since 1983, most of foe time with 
the knowledge of the old Com- 
munist authorities. 

Diestel said last week that 
Albrecht, 39, had entered East 
Germany in 1980 under a false 
name and lived there under the 
protection of the Stasi security 
police. 

In Wiesbaden, the West Ger- 
man Federal Crime Office 
(BKA) said Viett, unarmed and 
offering no resistance, was 
arrested by East German police 
around midnight. 


unification. West Germans are 
forgetting how much they used to 
hate foe Berlin Wall and some 
even wish they could rebuild the 
cold war barrier — this time twee 
as high. 

With East Germans competing 
for their jobs and social security 
benefits, crowding out their shops 
and swelling their streets with 
traffic, they are wondering if the 
collapse of Communism in East- 
ern Europe was such a good thing 
after ail. 

“Man, I'm furious,” one West 
German was recently overheard 
telling his friends. “Before, the 
East Germans were safe behind 
their barrier. They didn’t bother 
us. I never went over there, they 
never came over here. Why can’t 
it be like that now? 

“I say we should build foe wall 
back up on foe west side, and 
make it twice as high.” 

Such sentiments are a far cry 
from the jubilation most West 
Germans felt when the wall 
opened after 28 years last 
November. At the time Berliners 
from East and West hugged and 
kissed each other, danced and 
wept together. 

Eight months on, the atmos- 
phere has gone sour. “There’s 
real tension between East and 
West. We're treating each other 


with suspicion and malice. I don’t 
enjoy crossing the border any 
more,” West Berlin artist Susan- 
ne Mahimeister said. 

Nowhere is the resentment 
more keenly felt than in West 
Berlin, surrounded on all sides by 
East Germany and rapidly turn- 
ing into a glorified shopping mall 
for Poles, Romanians. Czechos- 
lovaks and Bulgarians who are 
swamping the city. 

Coachloads of East Europeans 
queue round foe block to snap up 
food, radio- cassette players and 
any other consumer goods they 
are unlikely to find easily at 
borne. 

The Poles m particular have 
made an art of clearing the 
shelves of discount stores in packs 
of 30 or 40, carrying their wares 
in a colourful assortment of plas- 
tic and leather bags. 

Kantstrasse, a city centre ave- 
nue packed with cheap shops, has 
been dubbed “Warsaw Boule- 
vard” by resentful locals who can 
barely move for people and traf- 
fic, let alone reach foe stores. 

“People are angry and make no 
secret of it. There’s been no 
serious violence yet but it’s only a 
matter of time,” a bartender said. 

Some shopkeepers have capi- 
talised on the increased custom, 
putting signs out advertising 
“pi wo zimne”, Polish for cool 
beer. But they have also become 


noticeably short-tempered. 

“Intellectually, I am in favour 
of a cosmopolitan city. But I have 
to admit I feel aggression too. It's 
bound to happen when the streets 
are so full,” the bartender added. 

Because of the rapid changes, 
West Berlin also stands to lose 
special privileges it enjoyed dur- 
ing foe cold war. 

For four decades foe Bonn 
government helped West Berlin 
thrive by handing out large sub- 
sidies on day-today goods, set- 
ting lower tax rates and ex- 
empting residents of the enclave 
city from military service. 

Now a huge influx of tourists 
and business people, coupled 
with speculation that Berlin 
might become foe capital of a 
united Germany, has sent prices 
soaring. 

“I don’t know anyone in West! 
Berlin who doesn't wish, at least 


quickly defused the euphoria we 
all felt and is showing up the West 
Germans in their most unpleasant 
light,” the liberal East German 
daily newspaper Der Morgen 
wrote recently. 

“Social resentment, fear and 
aggression towards foreigners are 
not good ways to kick off the 
unification of Germany.” 

Meanwhile a single Berlin gov- 
ernment met for foe first time in 
four decades Tuesday and de- 
rided to swiftly demolish foe rest 
of the Berlin Wall and physically 
unite the divided city. 

City council members from 
both sides of foe dty gathered in 
East Berlin's historic Rotes 
Rafoaus, a monumental red-brick 
building that was the seat of local 
government for more than a cen- 
tury. 


pleted by July 2, when tbe two 
German states are to merge their 
economies in foe major step to 
foil unification. 

The meeting of foe West Berlin 


with tbe Soviets in control of the 
East and France, B ritain and the 
United Stales in control of the 
West. 

East Berlin is foe capital of 


senate and foe East Berlin Magis- . East Germany, but West Berlin is 
rat was the first involving local still technically under militar y 
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officials from both Berlins since 
1948, after Germany ancf its 
capita] were both carved in two- 
by the victorious World War II 
allies. 

The two councils, which meet 
individually weekly, plan to meet 
jointly every two weeks until foil 
unification takes place and a sing- 
le government is chosen in new 
local elections. 


occupation and not . part of tbe. 
territory of West Germany. 

The four allies are expected to 
negotiate an end to their direct 
involvement in the cities d u ri ng 
the series of ongoing talk* that* 
also are dealing with foe future 
strategic allegiance of a united 
Germany. 


The two councils agreed to 


secretly, that the wall would' begin Wednesday the final de- 
corae back. They're all afraid of, ooUtion of the wall that split the 


East Germany’s former Com- 
munist government was toppled 
by mass protests in October and 
the wall was opened in Novem- 
ber. Since then, Germans have 
been able to pass back and forth 
between the cities and the two 
nations. 


losing their special status,” said 
Cheryl Horrigan, a U.S. music 
promoter based here. 

With German unification a 
matter of the highest national 
pride, politicians and the media 
in West Germany have not dared 
confront the rising tide of reac- 
tionary opinion. But walk into 
any bar, shop or home and the 
climate of feeling is dear. 

“The mad rush (for unity) has 


city for 29 years. 

“We are already now one dty,“ 
said East Berlin Mayor Tino 
Schwierzina, who was elected in 
East Germany's first free local 
elections in May. 

One section of wall is to remain 
standing as a memorial to the 
people who were killed trying to 
flee from East Germany to foe' 
West. 

The demolition is to be com- 


B order crossings still are staf- 
fed by guards on both sides of the 


The World War n allies are to 
hold their next negotiations on 
June 22 in East Berlin. 

“The unity process m Berlin is 
bemg carried out considerably 
raster than in any place else in 
Germany, but also foe problems 
are greater than anywhere rise,” 
West Berlin Mayor Walter Mom- 
per told a news conference after 
the council meeting. 

Last week. U.S. officials said 


wal and cursory passport checks'' they would take down Check- 
are still made. Foreigners can point Charlie,, the allied deck- 


pass only through two points. 

Some of the most famous 
stretches of tbe Berlin Wall have 
already been demolished, but 
most of the wail still snakes 
around West Berlin. 

Berlin was divided into four 
sectors following World War II, 


point that was perhaps* the 
world's most famous border dos- 
sing and a symbol of the cold war. 

Many Germans expect that 
Berlin will return as the capital of 
Germany after unification. The 
West German seat of government - 
was moved to Bonn after the war! 



military spending plan by $9.4 
billion. 

“Hie only place we can get 
those kinds of savings quickly in 
fiscal' 1991 is our manpower,” 
Cheney said. “There's no other 
place to go. We'd have to. ran a 
lot of people off, throw people on 
tiie street, freeze promotions.” 

The aimed forces hove 2.1 mil- 
lion people. 




7T*. iTTT 

sassfM 






\ • a < Y v 'i -m •< NavriTi j 



1 H t *1 f Ih 



r ■ r. t « -M % "t: * " u* 





~rL~ 


o »r. * \ t y tiffv 


•i - 1 ^ PM rjj 



•J W “d r 1 1 '«■ !/■ ^ r 

I.M T- ■ ' SM 

nwW ► i in .' wis# i^« 


— *1 ■ 1 1 ■ . W * < - -' » E , 1 T * MU# r * * TL 

TTTniHa 


ihiti B ; \ m i ^ : 



i 

iliP Vj 











